
i 

 

Former HM Prison,  

Longport, 

Canterbury 

Kent 

 
 

Archaeological evaluation report 
 

 

 

Project Code:  CCCU HMP EV16 

NGR:  615725 157760 

Report No:  2016/54 

Archive No:  3712 

 

 

10 May 2016 
 

 
 

 

Document Record 

This report has been issued and amended as follows: 

Version Prepared by Position Date 

01 

 

Alison Hicks  

Damien Boden 

 

 

Senior Project Manager 

Project Officer 

 

10 May 2016 

 
With a contribution by Enid Allison  

 
Conditions of Release 

This document has been prepared for the titled project, or named part thereof, and should not be relied on or used for any 

other project without an independent check being carried out as to its suitability and prior written authority of Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust Ltd being obtained. Canterbury Archaeological Trust Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability for this 

document to any party other than the person by whom it was commissioned. This document has been produced for the 

purpose of assessment and evaluation only. To the extent that this report is based on information supplied by other parties, 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust Ltd accepts no liability for any loss or damage suffered by the client, whether contractual 

or otherwise, stemming from any conclusions based on data supplied by parties other than Canterbury Archaeological Trust 

Ltd and used by Canterbury Archaeological Trust Ltd in preparing this report. This report must not be altered, truncated, 

précised or added to except by way of addendum and/or errata authorized and executed by Canterbury Archaeological Trust 

Ltd. 

 

 All rights including translation, reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 

transmitted in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without the prior 

written permission of Canterbury Archaeological Trust Limited 

 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust Limited 

92a Broad Street · Canterbury · Kent· CT1 2LU 

Tel +44 (0)1227 462062 · Fax +44 (0)1227 784724 · email: admin@canterburytrust.co.uk 

www.canterburytrust.co.uk 

 
 



ii 

 

CONTENTS 

List of figures ....................................................................................................................... iii 

List of plates .......................................................................................................................... iv 

Abstract .................................................................................................................................. v 

1. Introduction .................................................................................................................... 1 

2. Location, topography and geology ................................................................................. 1 

3. Objectives ....................................................................................................................... 1 

4. Methodology .................................................................................................................. 2 

5. Archaeological background ........................................................................................... 3 

6. Evaluation results ........................................................................................................... 6 

Trench 3 ......................................................................................................................... 6 

Trench 4 ......................................................................................................................... 8 

Trench 5 ....................................................................................................................... 10 

Trench 6 ....................................................................................................................... 12 

Trench 7 ....................................................................................................................... 13 

Trench 8 ....................................................................................................................... 17 

7. Finds ............................................................................................................................. 19 

8. The bioarchaeological remains from samples .............................................................. 23 

Introduction .................................................................................................................. 23 

Methods ........................................................................................................................ 23 

Results .......................................................................................................................... 25 

Possible prehistoric soil layer, context (413), sample <2> .......................................... 25 

Fill of a possible Roman feature [522], context (521), sample <3> ............................ 25 

Fills of medieval pit [728]: contexts (732) (sample <8>), (725/726/727) (sample <7>)

 ...................................................................................................................................... 25 

Fill of ?post-medieval pit [405], context 404, sample <1> .......................................... 26 

Concluding remarks ..................................................................................................... 26 

Acknowledgement ....................................................................................................... 26 

9. The animal bone ........................................................................................................... 26 

10. Site archive ................................................................................................................ 27 

11. Summary of results .................................................................................................... 28 

12. Confidence assessment .............................................................................................. 29 

13. Conclusions and impact assessment .......................................................................... 30 

14. Acknowledgments ..................................................................................................... 30 

15. Bibliography .............................................................................................................. 31 

 



iii 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

 

Fig. 1  Site location plan.  

Fig. 2 Trench location plan. 

Fig. 3 Trench 3 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 4 Trench 3: section along remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 5 Trench 4 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 6 Trench 4: sections and profiles of remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ 

A4. 

Fig. 7 Trench 5 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 8 Trench 5: sections and profiles of remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ 

A4. 

Fig. 9 Trench 6 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 10 Trench 6: section along remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 11 Trench 7 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 12 Trench 7: sections along remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 13 Trench 8 remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 

Fig. 14 Trench 8: sections along remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4. 



iv 

 

LIST OF PLATES 

 

Plate 1  Trench 3 looking south. Scale 1m. 

Plate 2 Trench 4 looking north-east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 3 Trench 5 looking east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 4 Trench 6 looking north. Scale 1m. 

Plate 5 Trench 7 looking north-east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 6 Trench 8 looking east. 

Plate 7 Sondage cut at the southern end of Trench 3, looking east. Deposit (316) is visible 

to the right (south) at the base of the sondage, deposit (312) in the left (northern) 

side of the sondage. Scale 1m. 

Plate 8 Deposit (308) revealed on the western side of Trench 3, looking south. Wall (309) 

is visible in the foreground. Scale 1m. 

Plate 9 Detail of deposit (308), looking south. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 10 Wall (309) looking north. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 11 Features [410] and [416] visible in section, looking south-east. Scale 0.5m.  

Plate 12 Feature [408] at the western end of Trench 4, looking north-east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 13 Sondage cut through feature [408], looking north-west. Scale 1m. 

Plate 14 Feature [403], looking north. Feature [405] is just visible bottom left. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 15 Feature [514], looking north. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 16 Feature [512], looking east. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 17 Linear feature [518] crossing the centre of trench 5, looking east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 18 The excavated southern end of linear feature [518], looking south. Feature [503] 

is just visible bottom right. Scale 1m. 

Plate 19 Left to right (west to east): features [619], [607], [610], [612] and [614], looking 

east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 20 Detail of features [614], [612] and [61], looking west. Scale 1m. 

Plate 21 Excavated western side of feature [728], linear feature [721] in the foreground, 

looking south. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 22 Sondages cut through linear feature [721], looking west. Scale 1m. 

Plate 23 Features [735], [746] and [747] and underlying pit [728], with the sondage 

through linear feature [721] in the foreground, looking south. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 24 Sondage through features [814] and [817], looking north. Scale 1m. 

Plate 25 Sondage through features [823] and [825], looking north-east. Scale 1m. 

Plate 26 Feature [833], looking south. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 27 Walls revealed in Trench 8, looking west. Scale 1m. 

Plate 28 Walls revealed in Trench 8, looking east. Scale 1m. 

  

 

 



v 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Between 21 March and 13 April 2016, Canterbury Archaeological Trust undertook an 

archaeological evaluation at the site of the former HM Prison, Longport, Canterbury. The 

work was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of Canterbury Christ Church 

University following proposals for development. The work comprised the cutting of six 

trenches within and around the extant prison wall (Trenches 3–8; Trenches 1 and 2 form part 

of a separate episode of work). Trench 3, aligned north– south, was 12.83m long, 1.70m wide 

and up to 2.08m deep. Trench 4, aligned south-west to north-east, was up to 10.20m long, 

4.85m wide and was machine excavated to a depth of up to 1.37m deep. Trench 5, aligned 

east–west, was up to 9.10m long, 5.25m wide and 0.90m deep. Trench 6, aligned north-west 

to south-east, was up to 9.60m long, 4.80m wide and 2.72m deep. Trench 7, aligned broadly 

east–west, was L-shaped in plan, up to 5.95m east–west by 5.94m north–south and 2.36m 

deep. Trench 8, aligned east–west, was up to 11.50m long, 6m wide and 1m deep.  

 

Archaeological remains were revealed in each of the trenches cut. The evidence suggests that 

occupation dating to the Iron Age was present within the vicinity of Trench 4, where a 

possible early soil was identified, together with a sherd of residual Iron Age pottery from a 

later pit. There has previously been little evidence of Iron Age activity close to the PDA.  

 

A small quantity of Roman material was recovered from Trenches 3, 4, 5 and 7, whilst a pit, 

a pit/linear feature and a stake-hole in Trench 5 could potentially have been of Roman date. 

Roman settlement is known close to the PDA, including a cremation cemetery immediately to 

the south-west, together with Roman pits and ditches. The occupation tentatively identified by 

evaluation work could represent continuation of this settlement.  

 

Features and deposits of medieval date were identified in Trenches 3, 5 and 7. They included 

rough metalled surfaces and a wall in Trench 3, and pits and probable ditches in Trenches 5 

and 7. The evaluation trenches were located within the outer precincts of St Augustine’s 

Abbey, and the extant remains are probably associated with monastic occupation.  

 

Post-medieval activity, largely comprising clay extraction features, was observed in Trenches 

4, 6, 7 and 8. Material recovered suggests that some, if not all, were cut during the late 

eighteenth century.  

 

The upper horizons of the trenches comprised early modern/modern features and deposits, 

some associated with the prison which opened in 1808 and others with landscaping 

associated with university occupation. A complex of walls in Trench 8 represents a series of 

brick-built prison buildings which had subsequently been demolished.  

 

The evaluation work has demonstrated that archaeological remains survive within the PDA 

which are likely to be impacted by future development work. Archaeological excavation of 

features and deposits likely to be affected by development is recommended, thereby ensuring 

preservation of remains by record.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Between 21 March and 13 April 2016, Canterbury Archaeological Trust undertook an 

archaeological evaluation of ground at the former HM Prison, Longport, Canterbury. 

The evaluation was commissioned by CgMs Consulting on behalf of Canterbury 

Christ Church University (CCCU) following proposals to redevelop the site. The 

work was funded by CCCU.  

 

1.2 The archaeological evaluation formed part of pre-planning works associated with 

proposed redevelopment of the former prison site, redevelopment of which is to 

include re-use of the prison as a student services building and the construction of new 

student buildings. The archaeological works were designed to inform the scope of any 

further archaeological mitigation which might be required prior to redevelopment.  

 

2. LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY  
 

2.1 The proposed development area (PDA) (centred at NGR 615725 157760; Fig. 1) is 

located east of Canterbury, on the gentle rise of a hill leading up to St Martin’s 

Church. It is bounded to the south by Longport, to the east by St Martin’s Terrace, to 

the north by North Holmes Road and to the west by the Canterbury Christ Church 

University campus and the grounds of St Augustine’s Abbey.  

 

2.2 The PDA covers the site of the former Canterbury prison and an associated car park to 

the east. The prison complex comprises a dense collection of buildings, some forming 

part of the original prison structure and others relatively modern. Between the 

buildings lie areas of hardstanding, crossed by numerous services. The car park to the 

east remains in use and is covered by tarmac.  
 

2.3 The underlying solid geology of the PDA is recorded as comprising Thanet Formation 

– Sand, Silt and Clay, sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 56 to 59 million 

years ago in the Palaeogene Period (British Geological Survey, Geology of Britain 

viewer http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html accessed 06/04/2016). 

No superficial deposits are recorded. Ground a short distance to the south-west of the 

PDA is recorded as Margate Chalk, a sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 71 

to 86 million years ago in the Cretaceous period; here, again, no superficial deposits 

are recorded.  
 

3. OBJECTIVES 

 

3.1 The general objective of the evaluation, as described in a Written Scheme of 

Investigation submitted to Canterbury City Council, was: 

 

to determine whether any significant archaeological remains survive on site and, 

if present, assess their character and extent. 

 

3.2 The evaluation was thus: 
 

to ascertain the extent, depth below ground surface, depth of deposit, character, 

significance and condition of any archaeological remains on site. 

 

http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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3.3 It was envisaged that assessment of the results would provide guidance on what 

mitigation measures would be appropriate during subsequent phases of redevelopment 

work. 

 

4. METHODOLOGY 

 

4.1 All archaeological work was undertaken according to the Written Scheme of 

Investigation prepared by Canterbury Archaeological Trust in March 2016 and 

submitted to Canterbury City Council. It was carried out in accordance with the 

accepted professional standards set out in the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

Standard and guidance for archaeological evaluation (2014). Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust is a Registered Organisation with the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists and conforms to their by-laws, standards and policy statements. 

 

4.2 The evaluation comprised the cutting of six trenches within and surrounding the PDA 

(Trenches 3–8, Figs 1 and 2, Plates 1–6 (Trenches 1 and 2 form part of a separate 

phase of CCCU work)). Each trench was initially opened by a mechanical excavator 

fitted with a flat-bladed bucket, working under constant archaeological supervision. 

Machining removed the surface and the overlying modern overburden. The lower 

levels were investigated by hand and recorded by archaeologists from Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust.  
 

4.3 The original intention was to cut five 10m by 5m trenches (Trenches 4–8) and one 

10m by 1.8m trench (Trench 3). Due to the position of landscape features, service 

lines and signals from the CAT scanner suggestive of previously unknown service 

runs, the size of some of the trenches was adjusted.  
 

4.4 Trench 3, aligned north to south, was cut to the west of the prison site, within an area 

of ground currently used by CCCU as a contractors’ parking compound, covered by 

Type 1 hardcore. The trench was 12.83m long and 1.70m wide. Initial machining cut 

the trench to a depth of 1.20m, the health and safety limit. Following investigation 

and recording of the lower levels of the trench, a 0.58m wide slot was hand dug 

within the centre of the trench, to the south, extending the depth to a total of 2.08m, at 

which point excavation ceased due to health and safety considerations. Natural ground 

was not revealed within the trench.  
 

4.5 Trench 4, aligned north-east to south-west, was cut within the car park beside North 

Holmes Road (known as the ‘Black’ car park), covered by tarmac. The trench was 

10.20m long and 4.85m wide. Initial machining cut the trench to a depth of c 1.15m, 

revealing features at the north-east end. Following investigation, a 6.43m long, 2.95m 

wide slot was machine excavated in the base of the trench in order to reveal an area of 

natural ground, taking the total depth of the trench in this area to 1.37m. Features 

were identified cutting the lower ground, and these were investigated archaeologically 

and recorded.  

 

4.6 Trench 5, aligned east to west, was cut through an area within the prison walls 

covered by tarmac. The trench was 9.10m long, 5.25m wide and up to 0.90m deep. 

Machine work extended to the top of natural ground. Cutting the ground were 

archaeological features, which were investigated and recorded.  
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4.7 Trench 6, aligned north-west to south-east, was cut in the tarmac covered (‘Black’) 

car park to the west of North Holmes Road, in an area of ground lying west of a row 

of terraced properties. The trench was 9.60m long and 4.80m wide. It was initially 

machine excavated to a depth of c 1.20m, after which two stepped slots were machine 

cut towards the centre of the trench, extending the overall depth to up to 2.72m. 

Features were identified in the lower levels of the trench, cutting natural ground, and 

these were investigated and recorded.  
 

4.8 Trench 7 was L-shaped in plan. It was cut within the garden to the west of no 5 St 

Martin’s Terrace. The eastern leg of the trench, aligned north to south, was 5.94m 

long, 1m wide and up to 0.90m deep. Machine excavation stopped at the level of two 

service runs, a ceramic drainage pipe towards the north and a gas pipe towards the 

south. The southern leg of the trench, aligned east to west, was up to 5.95m long and 

3.57m wide. Initial machining cut to a depth of 1.10m. A slot was subsequently hand 

dug, taking the trench to a total depth of up to 2.36m.  Features were identified cutting 

natural ground and these were investigated and recorded. 

 

4.9 Trench 8 was aligned east to west. It was cut within a former playing area contained 

within the prison complex, covered by hard core and astroturf. The trench was up to 

11.50m long, 6m wide and was machine excavated to a depth of up to 1m. A complex 

of brick walls was uncovered, which were investigated and recorded, together with a 

small area of natural ground.  
 

4.10 Archaeological recording of the cut trenches was undertaken using Canterbury 

Archaeological Trust pro forma context recording sheets. Measured plan and section 

drawings were compiled and a photographic record was maintained using digital 

format. The complete archive relating to the excavation is currently held by 

Canterbury Archaeological Trust at 92a Broad Street, Canterbury, CT1 2LU. 

 

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

5.1 The PDA lies within the Canterbury Area of Archaeological Importance designated 

under section 35 of the Ancient Monument and Areas Act 1979 (revised 1983). It also 

forms part of the UNESCO World Heritage Site encompassing Christ Church Priory 

(Canterbury Cathedral), St Augustine’s Abbey and St Martin’s Church. The 

Scheduled Ancient Monument of St Augustine’s Abbey (SAM listing no 1016844) 

lies to the west. St Martin’s Church, a short distance to the east, is Grade I listed. 

 

5.2 The PDA lies within an area of archaeological significance. The earliest finds within 

the area comprise small assemblages of Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic 

flintwork recovered during a series of archaeological investigations conducted with 

the CCCU campus at North Holmes Road between 1983 and 2007 (Hicks 2015, 15). 

A Neolithic polished flint axe was found in North Holmes Road at an unknown date, 

gifted to the Royal Museum in 1965 (TR157579; Canterbury City Council UAD 

Monument Record MKE4523). Later prehistoric flintwork has been found within the 

grounds of Barton Court Grammar School and at Canterbury College, to the south of 

the PDA (Helm 2007, 2; 2008, 6; Newhook 2007). 
 

5.3 Evidence of Bronze Age settlement has been found c 300m to the north-west of the 

PDA during excavation work in the CCCU campus grounds; pits, post-holes and 

ditches containing Bronze Age pottery were recovered (Hicks 2015, 15–16).  



4 

 

 

5.4 There is only limited evidence of Iron Age activity within the vicinity of the PDA. A 

gold Gallo-Belgic Morini coin (dated c 55 BC) was found in 1967 in the garden of 2 

College Road, just off North Holmes Road (HER TR 15 NE 34) and a few Iron Age 

sherds were recovered from excavations in the campus (Hicks 2015, 16), whilst a coin 

of Cunobelin dated c AD 10–40 derived from one of the westernmost excavation sites 

(Site 1; Hicks 2015, 8). 

 

5.5 The PDA lies immediately north of the line of a Roman road leading from Canterbury 

(Durovernum Cantiacorum) to Richborough (Rutupiae). Metallings have been 

uncovered at Church Street St Paul’s (Tatton-Brown 1977; Pratt 1997, 8), beside the 

cemetery gate of St Augustine’s Abbey (Anderson 1985, 9) and in the southern 

precinct of the abbey (Sherlock and Woods 1988, 36; Andrews 1985, site 25), as well 

as to the south of the prison (Linklater 2007, 20), indicating that the road ran broadly 

eastwards before heading up the slope of St Martin’s Hill. A palisade trench 

containing post-holes, probably forming a boundary between the road and land to the 

south, is said to have been observed on the south side of the road line, south of St 

Pancras Church (Andrews 1985, site 25). A spur coming from a second road, running 

from Queningate in the city wall and perhaps meeting with the Richborough road 

beyond St Pancras Church, was suggested by metallings uncovered during excavation 

work at Diocesan House (Hutcheson 1993, 7). Such a road could pass through the 

PDA. 

 

5.6 Cemeteries flanked the roads leading into Roman Canterbury and a first- to second-

century AD cremation cemetery was uncovered during work within the CCCU 

campus, at the site of the Old Sessions House, lying immediately south-west of the 

PDA (Hicks 2015, 17–21). Buildings also appear to have lain close to the 

Canterbury–Richborough road. A Roman structure located north-east of St Pancras 

Church was suggested by a robbed-out north–south aligned wall footing and an 

adjacent clay levelling layer discovered during work beside the prison, to the north of 

the Old Sessions House (Jarman 1997). Deposits of building debris, which included 

Roman brick and tile, have been observed within the car park to the south of the 

prison, beside Longport (Linklater 2007, 20), and also c 100m to the north-west of the 

PDA within the CCCU campus (Hicks 2012, 27). South of the Roman road line, a 

structure may have stood opposite the entrance to Barton Court Grammar School, 

represented by a length of north–south aligned masonry wall (Linklater 2007, 20). 

 

5.7 The ground beside the Canterbury–Richborough road was also used for refuse 

disposal and quarrying. Roman pits have been uncovered during excavation work at 

the Old Sessions House (Hicks 2015, 24–6) and in the southern precincts of St 

Augustine’s Abbey (Allen 1997, 8; Sherlock and Woods 1988, 24–5). Quarry pits 

have been identified close to the Roman road beside the prison (Linklater 2007, 20). 

There is sparse evidence of activity south of the Canterbury–Richborough road, 

provided by a single pit dated AD 70–200 in the grounds of Canterbury College 

(Newhook 2007) and residual Roman pottery and tile retrieved from the grounds of 

Barton Court Grammar School (Helm 2007, 2). 

 

5.8 St Martin’s Church, lying to the east of the PDA, may have had Roman origins, 

perhaps as a domestic building, a mausoleum or a temple. It was certainly in use by 

the late sixth century, when Queen Bertha used it as a place of worship. Excavation 
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work close to the churchyard has revealed Anglo-Saxon inhumation burials and pits, 

some of the later containing slag and burnt clay which was suggestive of both copper 

alloy working and iron smithing (Rady 1987, 129–30; Sparey-Green 2015, 23–8). A 

trackway ran past the western side of St Martin’s Church, perhaps leading to the port 

of Fordwich (Rady 1987, 129–30). To the west, St Augustine’s Abbey was 

established in the early years of the seventh century. As well as claustral buildings, 

Anglo-Saxon rubbish and cess pits have been identified in the CCCU campus 

grounds, together with boundary features, post-holes and stake-holes (Hicks 2015, 

27–38). The evidence suggests that a large craftworking site of mid eighth- to mid 

ninth-century date was located within the area of the CCCU campus, particularly 

concentrated towards the west. 

 

5.9 During the medieval period, the PDA formed part of the precincts of St Augustine’s 

Abbey, bounded along the line of the present North Holmes Road by a ditch. A wall 

was erected in 1320, over which a monk, Peter of Dene, effected his escape from the 

abbey in 1330. The western side of the CCCU campus contained kilns, a barn and, 

later, service buildings of the abbey (Hicks 2015). The PDA is thought to have 

contained the cellarer’s garden, occupying part of the south-eastern area of the 

precincts. The remaining portion of the PDA probably formed gardens, vineyards 

and/or orchards. Outbuildings may have stood in parts of these outer grounds, and the 

ground was probably divided by ditches and cut by pits, as seen at the site of the Old 

Sessions House during excavations in 1997 (Hicks 2015).  

 

5.10 The abbey was dissolved in 1538. In 1539, work began converting the buildings 

around the inner court to form a royal palace for the king, Henry VIII. This 

conversion, and later occupation by a succession of tenants, ensured the survival of 

these properties when other buildings of the abbey were demolished. The church 

stood until 1541 before dismantling began, the abbey remaining as a quarry for stone 

at least into the seventeenth century and perhaps much later. Features and deposits 

associated with demolition following the Dissolution have been identified within the 

CCCU campus (Hicks 2015). The abbey and its grounds passed through a succession 

of private hands during the following centuries. The evidence suggests that, during the 

post-medieval period, the ground which had once formed the northern and eastern 

lands of the walled abbey precincts, including the PDA, remained as broadly open 

ground. 

 

5.11 From 1658, the estate was held by the Hales family and the abbey site and precinct 

remained intact until the 1790s when, with their finances depleted, they began to 

dispose of parcels of land (Sparks 1985, 325; 2015, 164). One along Longport was 

sold in 1791 for the building of a hospital. Another further east became the site of a 

new county gaol and a sessions house, opening in 1808. The prison underwent various 

modifications during its lifetime; it was used as a Naval Detention Centre during the 

Second World War, opening again as a prison in 1946 before closing on 31 March 

2013.  
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6. EVALUATION RESULTS 

 

Trench 3 

(Figs 3 and 4, Plates 7–10) 

 

6.1 Trench 3 was located in the south-western side of the PDA, set roughly north to south 

within a narrow parcel of land bounded on its western side by the grounds of St 

Augustine’s Abbey and on its eastern side by the former prison. The trench was cut to 

a length of c 12.83m, a width of 1.70m and to a maximum depth of 2.08m (14.52m 

OD) within a hand-excavated slot at its southern end.  

 

6.2 The earliest deposit encountered was observed in a narrow slot excavated at the 

southern end of the trench. It consisted of a light yellowish brown, firm, silty clay 

(316)1 which contained small lumps and lenses of pale grey, silty clay and small 

flecks of charcoal and manganese, and iron panning. The deposit was in excess of 

0.17m thick, though it extended beyond the trench base, and continued beyond the 

trench edges. The deposit may have been a buried topsoil horizon.  

 

6.3 Deposit (316) was overlain by a sequence of soils (not illustrated in plan) excavated 

within the narrow slot at the southern end of the trench. All were probably buried 

topsoil horizons. The lowest was a c 0.06m thick deposit of mid yellowish brown, 

firm silty clay (315) which contained rare, small rounded flint pebbles and rare 

charcoal flecking. It was overlain by a c 0.22m thick deposit of mid greyish brown, 

firm to friable silty clay (314) with rare, small charcoal and burnt daub fragments, in 

turn overlain by a c 0.08–0.10m thick deposit of mid brown, firm silty clay (313) 

which contained occasional, small, abraded chalk fragments. Deposit (313) was 

overlain by a deposit of mid brown, firm, silty clay (312) which contained occasional 

chalk fragments mixed with lumps of pale brown, silty clay. Deposit (312) was c 

0.10m thick at its southern end, increasing to c 0.20m at its northern end where it 

continued below the base of the trench. 

 

6.4 Overlying deposit (312) was a possible rough metalling or levelling horizon, 

comprising mid greyish brown, firm, silty clay (308) containing frequent oyster shell, 

small, abraded chalk fragments and flint gravel fragments. The deposit was exposed 

in plan across much of the trench, except within the eastern northern area where an 

overlying layer was left intact. The surface of the deposit was highest towards the 

north, dipping down into a slight hollow as it extended southwards. It was c 0.30 m 

thick where it was observed at the southern end of the trench and in excess of c 0.08–

0.10m where it was identified towards the north. Finds recovered from the deposit 

comprised pieces of thirteenth- to fourteenth-century pottery, Roman and 

medieval/post-medieval tile, rare pieces of mammal and bird bone, and a piece of 

hearth base.  

 

6.5 At the northern end of the trench, deposit (308) was cut by the roughly north–south 

aligned construction trench [310] for a short length of wall (309). The wall was c 

0.90m long, 0.25m wide and stood to a height of 0.12m, consisting of a single course 

of large, rounded and sub-angular flint nodule fragments and pebbles bonded with 

light yellowish brown, chalky, sandy mortar. 

                                                 
1 Heights OD for deposits and features are shown on the relevant plan and section drawings. 
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6.6 Towards the southern end of the trench, deposit (308) was overlain by a c 0.10–0.15m 

thick deposit of a mid grey, firm, silty clay (311; not illustrated in plan) which 

contained frequent oyster shell, peg tile, mortar, charcoal and flint gravel fragments. It 

was observed in plan covering much of the southern end of the trench, and was 

excavated by hand in order that the surface of underlying deposit (308) could be 

revealed across a greater area. The deposit may have formed a rough surface.   

 

6.7 At its southern extent, deposit (311) was overlain by a c 0.10m thick deposit of a mid 

greyish brown, soft, friable, silty clay (306; not illustrated in plan) which contained 

occasional, small oyster shell, chalk and flint gravel fragments which gradually 

dipped down towards and beyond the southern limit of the trench. The deposit was 

only observed in section, although a few finds were retrieved from the section edge, 

comprising a piece of Roman tile, five fragments of medieval/post-medieval tile and a 

piece of medieval/post-medieval brick. The deposit may have formed an area of wear 

or patching in the surface of underlying material (311).  

 

6.8 Deposit (306) and the northern extend of deposit (311) were overlain by a light to mid 

greyish brown, firm, silty clay (305; partly illustrated in plan) which contained 

occasional, small oyster shell fragments and rare, small, rounded flint pebbles, as well 

as a sherd of Roman pottery, two sherds of thirteenth- to fourteenth-century pottery, 

pieces of Roman and medieval/post-medieval tile and a piece of medieval/post-

medieval brick. The deposit covered much of the area of the trench. It was up to c 

0.40m thick and appeared to infill a shallow hollow or depression within the upper 

surface of the underlying deposits (308) and (311). It perhaps represented natural 

accumulation within the hollow.  

 

6.9 At the northern end of the trench, the northern edge of deposit (305) and wall (309) 

were overlain by a c 0.15–0.20m thick deposit of mid brown, silty clay (307; not 

illustrated in plan) with occasional oyster shell and charcoal fragments. The deposit 

was primarily observed in section although a few finds were retrieved, comprising a 

piece of late post-medieval ‘China’ plate of nineteenth-century date, a piece of Roman 

tile and a piece of medieval/post-medieval tile.  

 

6.10 Deposits (307) and (305) were covered by a c 0.40–0.45m thick deposit of dark 

greyish brown, firm, clayey loam (304; not illustrated in plan) which contained 

common, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments, chalk and mortar 

fragments. The deposit was only recorded in section, but was seen to form a flat and 

level layer extending across the full length and width of the trench. It probably 

represented a soil horizon which formed in an area of open ground.  

 

6.11 Towards the southern end of the trench, deposit (304) was overlain by a c 0.70m wide 

brick path or perhaps garden feature (317; not illustrated in plan). The feature crossed 

the trench in a roughly east–west alignment, was c 0.30m thick and consisted of a 

mixture of un-mortared frogged and un-frogged red house bricks, set into the surface 

of the underlying deposit, standing one course (0.07m) in height. It was recorded only 

in section.  

 

6.12 Feature (317) was overlain by a layer of dark greyish brown, clayey loam (303; not 

illustrated in plan) which contained frequent small and medium flint gravel and chalk 
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fragments. The deposit was only recorded in section but was seen to cover much of 

the area of the trench. It formed a roughly flat and level layer c 0.20–0.25m thick at its 

northern end, petering out just short of the southern end of the trench. The deposit is 

thought to have formed an old topsoil horizon.  

 

6.13 Deposit (303) was overlain by a c 0.15–0.20m thick layer of light brown, compacted 

crushed limestone ‘Type 1’ aggregate (302; not illustrated in plan) which was overlain 

by a slightly thicker deposit of a light pink aggregate (301; not illustrated in plan) 

which formed the modern day ground surface in this area of the PDA. The surface of 

the modern ground lay at a height of 16.58–17.09m OD.  
 

Trench 4  

(Figs 5 and 6, Plates 11–12) 
 

6.14 Trench 4 was located on the northern side of the PDA. It was cut south-west to north-

east in the eastern corner of a car park bounded on its northern side by North Holmes 

Road. The trench was up to c 10.20m long and c 4.85m wide and was machine 

excavated to a depth of up to 1.37m (20.73m OD) within the central slot, towards the 

east, where the natural subsoil (418) was encountered. The natural consisted of light 

yellowish, slightly greyish brown, stiff clay with occasional, small, rounded flint 

pebbles and manganese flecks and staining. 

 

6.15 The natural subsoil (418) was overlain by a c 0.10–0.16m thick deposit of light to mid 

yellowish brown, firm, silty clay (414; partly illustrated in plan) which contained 

occasional, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments. The deposit 

was thought to have represented a buried topsoil horizon. It was partly exposed in 

plan at the base of the trench, towards the south-west.  

 

6.16 Deposit (414) was overlain by a c 0.20–0.24m thick deposit of mid brown, firm, silty 

clay (413; partly illustrated in plan) which contained occasional, small to medium, 

rounded and sub-angular flint fragments and occasional, small charcoal fragments and 

flecking. The deposit was thought to have formed a buried topsoil horizon. It was 

exposed in plan across much of the trench, and was excavated in a broad slot cut 

through the centre of the trench. Two fragments of mid Iron Age pottery were 

recovered by hand excavation. The deposit was sampled for environmental remains 

(sample <2>), yielding burnt flint and tiny traces of pot, ceramic building 

material/heat-affected clay, mortar, slag, burnt bone, shell, snails, hammerscale, 

charcoal, clinker and coal, some of which could have been introduced by earthworm 

action.  
 

6.17 In the south-western corner of the trench, deposit (413) was overlain by a discrete, c 

0.15m thick deposit of mid greyish brown, firm, silty clay (417; not illustrated in 

plan). Deposit (417) was only recognised in section and it is unclear whether it 

represented the fill of a shallow feature or a lens of material lying above deposit 

(413).  

 

6.18 On the southern side of the trench, deposit (413) was cut by a possible pit [416]. The 

feature was not recognised during removal of modern overburden, so was partially 

removed by machine. As surviving, it comprised a sub-circular feature with steep 

sides and a concave base in excess of 0.50m in diameter and c 0.40m deep. The 

feature contained a single fill of a light to mid yellowish brown, mottled, firm, silty 
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clay (415) which contained occasional, small, rounded and sub-angular flint 

fragments. 

 

6.19 On its south-western side, the fill of feature [416] was cut by a linear feature [410], 

crossing the trench in a roughly east–west alignment, the western end of which had 

been removed by later activity. The feature was c 0.76m wide, c 0.40m deep, cut with 

steep sides and a concave base and contained a single fill of a mid brown, soft, silty 

clay (409) which contained occasional, small flint fragments. 

 

6.20 In the south-western corner of the trench, deposit (413) and the western end of ditch 

[410] were cut by the northern side of a large possible quarry pit [408]. The pit was in 

excess of 3.45m wide and 1.2m deep and continued beyond the south-western extent 

of the trench. A slot was cut through the feature and, although not bottomed, as 

excavated it was seen to contain two fills. The lower fill consisted of a mid grey, firm, 

slightly silty clay (407) which contained common, small to medium, rounded and sub-

angular flint, peg-tile fragments and charcoal flecking, overlain by a similar although 

darker silty clay (406) which contained flint and peg-tile fragments, small, abraded 

chalk fragments, a piece of prehistoric pottery, a piece of mid second- to mid fourth-

century pottery and fragments of tobacco pipe stem, medieval/post-medieval tile and 

brick, mammal bone and coal. 

 

6.21 In the south-western corner of the trench, the upper fill of pit [408] was cut by feature 

[412]. The feature was sub-circular in plan and measured in excess of 2.14m in 

diameter, though the depth was unknown because the feature was not excavated. It 

contained a fill (411) which consisted of a dark greyish brown, silty clay mixed with 

lumps/lenses of a lighter, yellowish brown silty clay which contained occasional, 

small rounded and sub-angular flints and charcoal fragments. 

 

6.22 At the north-eastern end of the trench, deposit (413) was cut by a further two features 

[403] and [405], both of which were sample excavated. Pit [403] lay on the north-

eastern edge of the trench and was only partially visible. The cut, measuring c 1.40m 

wide and c 0.30m deep, had steep sides and a flattish base. The feature contained a 

single fill of dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay (402) which contained occasional, 

small, abraded chalk fragments and charcoal. Feature [405], possibly a post-hole, lay 

to the south of [403]. It was sub-circular in plan and cut with steep, concave sides and 

a concave base c 0.25m wide and c 0.06m deep. It was filled by a single deposit of a 

very dark greyish brown, loose, friable, clayey silt (404) which contained occasional, 

small flint fragments, charcoal and coal dust. Soil sample <1> was taken from context 

(404), yielding fragments of burnt shale from coal, small fragments of ceramic 

building material, daub/heat-affected clay, glass, two pin fragments, fragments of 

mammal and fish bone, eggshell, charcoal, coal, clinker and charred plant remains. 

 

6.23 The fills of features [403], [405], [410] and [412], together with deposit (417), were 

overlain by a c 0.20–0.30m thick deposit of a dark greyish brown, consolidated, silty 

clay (401; not illustrated in plan) which contained common, small to medium, 

rounded and sub-angular flint fragments, abraded chalk fragments, peg-tile, 

occasional oyster shell and charcoal fragments. 

 

6.24 Deposit (401) was overlain by modern deposits (400; not illustrated in plan) 

associated with the car park. The modern horizon was c 0.80–1m thick and consisted 
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of a thick layer of mixed clay, garden soil, brick and concrete fragments overlain by a 

compacted yellowish brown, flint gravel, concrete and tarmac. The surface of the 

modern ground lay at a height of 22.07–22.42m OD.  
 

Trench 5 

(Figs 7 and 8, Plates 15–18) 

 

6.25 Trench 5 was aligned roughly east–west and located roughly centrally within the 

PDA, some 50m south-south-west of TR 4 and on the eastern side of the triangular 

compound which formed the northern part of the prison. The trench was c 9.10m long 

and 5.25m wide and cut to a maximum depth of c 0.90m (19.59m OD) at its north-

eastern end. The natural subsoil (524) was encountered at a depth of c 0.80m (19.54–

19.65m OD) and consisted of a light greyish, yellowish brown, stiff clay which sloped 

down slightly towards the south-west. 

 

6.26 A small, sub-circular pit [514] cut the natural subsoil (524) towards the western end 

of the trench. The pit was c 0.55m wide, cut with steep, concave sides and a concave 

base to a depth of c 0.40m and contained a single fill of a light to mid blueish grey, 

stiff clay (513) which contained small fragments of calcined flint and charcoal. 

 

6.27 The natural subsoil (524) was cut at the north-eastern end of the trench by a small pit 

or the western end of a linear feature [522]. Cut [522] was sub-circular in plan and cut 

with a shallow, concave profile, up to c 1.02m diameter and c 0.12m deep. It 

contained a single fill of a mid yellowish grey, firm, slightly silty clay (521) which 

contained rare, small rounded and sub-angular flint fragments. Sampling of the fill for 

environmental material (sample <3>) yielded tiny traces of ceramic building 

material/heat-affected daub, burnt bone, burnt bone, charcoal, coal, clinker and blobs 

of slag, some of which could have been introduced into the deposit by earthworm 

action. Cut into the north-western edge of feature [522] was a stake-hole [523], c 

0.09m wide and c 0.10m deep, backfilled with a deposit of mid greyish brown silty 

clay (525).  

 

6.28 Pit [522] was overlain by a c 3.70m wide, c 0.10–0.15m thick deposit of mid 

yellowish, greyish brown, firm, stiff, silty clay (520; not illustrated in plan) which 

contained frequent, small to large, rounded and sub-angular flint pebbles and nodule 

fragments, pieces of Roman pottery and tile, and a piece of burnt tile (undated). The 

deposit was seen to form part of a broader expanse of material visible in section to the 

east. A similar, if not identical deposit (519) was also observed in the south facing 

section of the trench. Deposit (519; not illustrated in plan), removed by machine 

excavation and only observed in section, was c 0.27m thick and directly overlay the 

natural subsoil. 
 

6.29 Towards the north-western corner of the trench, deposit (519) was cut by pit [512]. 

The pit continued beyond the northern limits of the trench although a sub-circular 

feature measuring up to c 1.42m diameter and cut with steep sides and a flattish base 

was recorded. It was up to 0.32m deep and contained three fills (509, 510 and 511). 

The primary fill (511) consisted of a mid greyish, yellowish brown, firm, clay, up to 

0.10m thick, which contained occasional, small flint fragments and charcoal flecking. 

Deposit (511) was overlain by a dark greyish brown, firm silty clay (510), up to 

0.15m thick, which contained patches/lenses of reddened clay, occasional, small flint 
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fragments and charcoal flecking. The upper fill (509), up to 0.18m thick, consisted of 

a dark greyish brown, firm, slightly silty clay which contained occasional, small flint 

fragments, Roman and medieval/post-medieval tile fragments, a piece of Roman 

pottery, burnt flint, four fragments of pale green vessel glass and charcoal fragments. 

 

6.30 Further to the east, deposit (519) was cut by a roughly north–south aligned linear 

feature [518] which crossed the full width of the trench. The feature was c 1.50m 

wide and cut with steep, slightly concave sides and a flattish, slightly concave base. 

Where excavated at its southern end the ditch contained four fills (504, 505, 506 and 

507). The primary fill (507) consisted of a dark grey, soft, silty clay, up to 0.04m 

thick, which contained occasional, small flint fragments. Deposit (507) was overlain 

by a light to mid greyish yellow, firm, silty clay (506), up to 0.07m thick, which 

contained occasional, small flint fragments. Deposit (506) was overlain by a 0.09m 

thick deposit of mid greyish brown, soft, friable silty clay (505) which contained 

occasional, small flint fragments, medieval/post-medieval peg tile, a piece of Roman 

pottery and small fragments of charcoal. The upper fill (504), up to 0.39m thick, 

consisted of a light to mid, greyish yellow, firm, slightly silty clay which contained 

occasional, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments and occasional, 

small charcoal fragments. Pieces of thirteenth- to fourteenth-century pottery and 

medieval/post-medieval tile were recovered from the material. Where excavated at the 

northern end of the feature, three fills were identified (515, 516, 517). The primary fill 

(517), up to 0.18m thick, consisted of a dark grey, soft, silty clay which contained 

occasional flint fragments as well as pieces of medieval/post-medieval tile. Overlying 

was a deposit (516), up to 0.32m thick, of mid greyish brown silt clay containing 

small flint fragments and charcoal. The upper fill (515), up to 0.30m thick, comprised 

mid yellowish brown silty clay containing small to medium, rounded and sub-angular 

flint fragments and occasional, small charcoal fragments. Recovered from fill (515) 

were fragments of twelfth- to thirteenth-century pottery, pieces of Roman and 

medieval/post-medieval tile, two pieces of burnt flint, a piece of hearth base/slag and 

fragments of daub and mammal bone.  

 

6.31 Ditch [518] was cut at its southern end by a small pit [503], sub-circular in plan, 

measuring c 0.75m in diameter and cut with steep sides and a concave base to a depth 

of c 0.30m. It contained a single fill of dark brown, firm, silty clay (502) which 

contained fragments of mortar, coal and charcoal. 

 

6.32 The upper fills of pits [503], [512] and [514] were overlain by a thick deposit of mid 

to dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay (501;  not illustrated in plan) which contained 

common, small to large flint fragments, brick, tile and mortar fragments, coal and 

charcoal. This formed a fairly even and level layer c 0.52m thick which extended 

throughout the trench, though it was only recorded in section. 

 

6.33 Deposit (501) was overlain throughout the trench by a c 0.30m thick layer of brick 

rubble and other modern debris which included, metal objects, timber, plastic, and 

glass (500; not illustrated in plan) which formed the bedding for a concrete surface 

overlain by tarmac which formed the modern ground surface in this part of the PDA. 

The modern ground surface lay at a height of 20.12–20.62m OD.  
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Trench 6 

(Figs 9 and 10, Plates 19 and 20) 

 

6.34 Trench 6 was aligned roughly north-west to south-east and was located some 50m 

south-east of TR 5, on the north-eastern side of a car park which lay behind a terrace 

of former prison officers accommodation fronting on to North Holmes Road and. The 

trench was c 9.60m long and 4.80m wide and cut to a maximum depth of 2.72m 

(18.18m OD).  

 

6.35 The lowest natural deposit observed was a horizon of small to large flint gravel (617), 

seen to have a thickness of 0.05m, but extending below the base of the trench. The 

surface of the gravel lay at a height of 18.25m OD. Overlying gravel (617) was a light 

to mid yellowish brown, friable, sandy clay with frequent, small to medium flint 

gravel fragments (616; not illustrated in plan), up to 0.13m thick, overlain by a c 1m 

thick deposit of light yellowish brown, firm, firm to friable, slightly silty clay 

(Brickearth) (615). 
 

6.36 The natural subsoil (615) was cut by five parallel slots or trenches, (606)/[607], 

(609)/[610], (611)/[612], (613)/[614] and (618)/[619], which were aligned north-east 

to south-west, slightly angled to the long axis of the trench (the northernmost [619] 

was only recorded in plan). The features, cutting into the natural subsoil, were 

evidently clay extraction trenches. They were of similar dimensions, ranging between 

0.60–0.85m wide and c 0.70–0.85m deep, and each was cut with steep/vertical sides 

and a flattish base. The features were divided by c 0.15–0.45m wide baulks. The slots 

were filled by similar deposits, consisting of a mid to dark greyish, slightly yellowish 

brown, firm to friable, silty clay which contained occasional, small rounded and sub-

angular flint fragments and charcoal fragments. Finds recovered comprised: two 

pieces of medieval/post-medieval tile from fill (606); two pieces of thirteenth- to 

fourteenth-century pottery and six pieces of medieval/post-medieval tile from fill 

(609); one piece of sixteenth- to eighteenth-century pottery, pieces of Roman and 

medieval/post-medieval tile and tobacco pipe stems from fill (611); a piece of 

seventeenth- to eighteenth-century pottery from fill (613); and a piece of twelfth- to 

thirteenth-century pottery, pieces of medieval/post-medieval brick and tile and a piece 

of burnt flint from fill (618). The lower extent of each of thee features was intact with 

well-defined edges. The upper extent of the baulk which had originally divided cuts 

[610] and [612], however, had collapsed/slumped into the top of cut [612], leaving 

deposit (608) within the upper levels of this feature. An additional deposit (605), 

consisting of yellowish brown Brickearth seen to infill the top of cut [607], may also 

be the result of slumping to the northern side of the cut. 
 

6.37 At the southern end of the trench, deposits (608) and (613) were overlain by a c 0.10m 

thick deposit of a mid blueish, greenish brown, soft clay (604; not illustrated in plan). 

The deposit partly infilled the open quarry pit.  
 

6.38 Deposit (604) was in turn overlain by a c 0.40m thick deposit of mid yellowish 

brown, firm, silty clay (603; not illustrated in plan) which extended across most of the 

trench. Like underlying deposit (604), it appeared to be infilling the quarry pit.  
 

6.39 In the north-eastern corner of the trench, deposit (603) was cut by a large, sub-circular 

pit [602] (not illustrated in plan) which extended beyond the limits of the trench. The 

pit was in excess of 2m wide and was cut with steep, concave sides to a depth in 
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excess of 1.20m. A possible clay lining (620) was present on its southern side. The 

feature was backfilled by a mid to dark greyish brown, silty clay (601) which 

contained common, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint gravel fragments 

and small, abraded chalk fragments, two fragments of eighteenth- to nineteenth-

century pottery and a piece of medieval/post-medieval tile. 
 

6.40 Pit [602] was overlain by a substantial deposit of dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay 

(600) which contained flint gravel fragments, chalk, brick rubble fragments, coal and 

other modern material. This formed a thick fairly even layer c 0.50–0.70m thick along 

the southern extent of the trench increasing to c 0.90m thick where it slumped into the 

top of pit [602]. 
 

6.41 Deposit (600) was overlain by compacted aggregate bedding, concrete and tarmac 

surface which formed the modern ground surface in this area of the PDA (618; not 

illustrated in plan). The modern ground surface lay at a height of 20.50–20.75m OD.  
 

Trench 7 

(Figs 11 and 12, Plates 21–23) 

 

6.42 Trench 7 was aligned broadly east–west and was located within the garden of a 

detached house fronting North Holmes Road on the eastern side of the PDA, some 

30m south-east of TR 6. The trench was roughly L-shaped in plan, the southern spur 

up to 5.95m long and 3.57m wide and the eastern 5.94m long and 1m wide. The 

trench was cut to a maximum depth of c 2.36m (to 19.22m OD) within a slot running 

along the northern side of the southern spur of the trench. The natural ground 

consisted of a light yellowish brown, friable, sandy gravel (759) overlain by a c 0.20m 

thick deposit of weathered, yellowish brown, silty clay Brickearth (743). The 

Brickearth was encountered at a depth of c 1.30m (21.18m OD). 

 

6.43 Towards the south-western side of the trench, the natural subsoil (743) was cut by pit 

[728/742] which extended beyond the southern limit of the trench. It was visible in 

plan within the southern spur of the trench, and was partly excavated within a narrow 

slot along the northern side of this spur. The pit had been truncated and cut away on 

its eastern and northern sides by later activity, although a sub-circular feature in 

excess of 3.7m long, 1.45m wide and up to c 0.60m deep can be suggested. Where 

sample excavated within two sondages within the centre of the southern spur, the pit 

contained a sequence of silty clay fills which contained varying quantities of charcoal. 

The deposits within the pit are listed in Table 1, below. A further number (736) was 

allocated to the surface deposit containing finds recovered during cleaning of the 

unexcavated eastern extent of the pit. These finds comprised sherds of twelfth- to 

thirteenth-century pottery, and fragments of daub and stone. 

  
Context Description Section(s) Max. 

thickness 

(m) 

Finds 

724 Mid to dark greyish, slightly yellowish 

brown, firm, silty clay with occasional, 

small to medium, rounded and sub-

angular flint and charcoal fragments. 

Under (736), over (725). 

O–O’ 0.17 - 

 

725 Mid greyish, yellowish brown, firm 

slightly silty clay with occasional 

O–O’, O’–P 0.14 From environmental sample 

<7>:  
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charcoal fragments and flecking. Under 

(724), over (731). 

Burnt flint, pot sherd 

fragments, slag, hammerscale, 

ceramic building material, 

heat-affected clay, mammal 

and fish bone, charred plant 

remains, charcoal. 

726 Light yellowish brown, silty clay mottled 

with mid greyish brown silty clay with 

occasional, small charcoal fragments and 

flecks. Under (731), over (727). 

O–O’, O’–P 0.12 Environmental sample <7>, 

see above 

 

727 Light to mid yellowish brown, firm, silty 

clay mottled with mid greyish brown 

silty clay with occasional, small, rounded 

and sub-angular flint fragments and 

occasional charcoal fragments and 

flecks. Under (726), (730), over (732). 

O–O’, O’–P 0.16 12th–13th century pottery; 

Roman tile; 

Animal bone; 

Burnt flint. 

Environmental sample <7>, 

see above 

729 Light yellowish brown, firm, silty clay 

with occasional charcoal fragments. 

Under (731), over (730). 

O’–P 0.06 - 

 

730 Mid to dark greyish brown, friable, 

clayey silt with much charcoal. Under 

(729), over (727).  

O’–P 0.07 - 

 

731 Mid to dark greyish brown, friable, 

clayey silt with much charcoal and 

occasional, small rounded and sub-

angular flint fragments. Under (725), 

over (726), (729). 

O’–P 0.15 - 

 

732 Light yellowish brown, firm, silty clay 

with occasional, small, rounded and sub-

angular flint fragments and charcoal 

fragments. Primary fill. Under (727). 

O’–P 0.16 12th–13th century pottery; 

Roman tile; 

Medieval/post-medieval tile;  

Animal bone; 

Worked flint. 

From environmental sample 

(<8>):  

poorly preserved pot sherds, 

burnt flint, heat-affected clay, 

mammal and fish bone 

fragments, traces of ceramic 

building material, 

hammerscale, charred plant 

remains 

737 Dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay with 

occasional, small flint fragments. Upper 

fill. Over (738). 

Not 

illustrated 

0.14 - 

 

738 Dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay with 

much charcoal and occasional, small flint 

fragments. Under (737), over (739). 

Not 

illustrated 

0.05 - 

 

739 Light yellowish brown, firm, silty clay 

with occasional charcoal fragments and 

occasional, small flint fragments. Under 

(738), over (740).  

Not 

illustrated 

0.20 - 

 

740 Dark greyish brown, soft, silty clay with 

much charcoal fragments. Under (739), 

over (741).  

Not 

illustrated 

0.03 - 

 

741 Mid greyish brown, soft, friable, clayey 

silt with occasional charcoal and small 

flint fragments. Primary fill. Under 

(740).  

Not 

illustrated  

0.11 - 

 

Table 1: Fills of pit cut [728/742] 
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6.44 The northern side of pit [728/742] was cut by the southern side of a large linear 

feature [721] which crossed the trench in a roughly east–west alignment. The cut was 

in excess of 3.8m long, 0.85m wide and was cut with a very steep, straight, slightly 

concave side. Where excavated towards its western end, the feature was in excess of 

0.95m deep and contained three fills (719, 722 and 720) that consisted of a mid 

greyish/yellowish brown, firm silty clay with varying quantities of flint fragments and 

charcoal flecking. A similar sequence of fills (711, 712 and 713) was recorded 

towards the eastern end of the cut. Finds recovered comprised: Roman and twelfth- to 

thirteenth-century pottery, Roman and medieval/post-medieval tile and fragments of 

mammal bone, daub and burnt flint from fill (719); daub fragments and pieces of 

Roman tile from fill (711); and pieces of Roman tile, thirteenth- to fourteenth-century 

pottery and fragments of daub and mammal bone from fill (712). The feature was 

perhaps a ditch, although the remains could have formed the southern side of a large 

pit.  

 

6.45 Towards the south-western corner of the trench, the upper fill of pit [728] was cut by 

the northern side of a small semi-circular feature [750]. The feature was just visible at 

the base of the section and had been truncated and cut on its eastern and western sides 

by later activity. The remaining extent consisted of a semi-circular cut, c 0.40m 

diameter and 0.20m deep, containing two fills. The primary fill comprised several 

large flint pebbles in a light to mid greyish brown, silty clay matrix (749), overlain by 

a mid greyish brown, silty clay (748).  

 

6.46 The upper fill (748) of feature [750] and the upper fill (736) of feature [728/742] were 

cut by three roughly parallel, linear features [735, 745 and 747] which extended in a 

roughly northerly direction from the southern edge of the southern spur of the trench. 

The features were only identified in plan to the south of the trench. They are thought 

to have been brickearth extraction trenches.  

 

6.47 Feature [735] was c 0.58m wide and was cut with steep sides and a flattish, level, 

slightly concave base to a depth of c 0.25m. It was filled by a mid to dark greyish 

brown, firm, silty clay (734) with occasional, small to medium, rounded and sub-

angular flint and charcoal fragments. Recovered from the fill were fragments of 

Roman and medieval/post-medieval tile, mammal bone and worked flint.  
 

6.48 Feature [745] lay c 0.35m to the west of feature [735]. It was c 0.70m wide at its 

southern end where it cut the eastern side of feature [750] and had steep sides and a 

flat base at a depth of 0.21m. The feature contained a fill (744) of mid to dark greyish 

brown, firm, silty clay with occasional, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular 

flint and charcoal fragments, similar to that of [745]. Fill (744) contained a piece of 

eighteenth- to nineteenth-century pottery, a piece of tobacco pipe stem and fragments 

of medieval/post-medieval tile and brick. Towards its northern end, the upper edge of 

the feature became wider, up to 1.19m across.  
 

6.49 Feature [747] lay to the west of feature [745] and cut the western side of feature 

[750]. Only the eastern, slightly curving side of the cut was exposed. The feature was 

c 0.50m wide, c 0.20m deep and filled with a dark greyish brown, silty clay (746) 

which contained two pieces of late eighteenth- to nineteenth-century pottery, a piece 

of tobacco pipe stem, a piece of medieval/post-medieval tile and a fragment of coal.  
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6.50 Two further, possibly similar features [752] (not illustrated in plan) and [754] (not 

illustrated in plan) lay to the east of feature [735], although these lay above the level 

of the trench base and were only observed in the north-facing trench section. Feature 

[754] lay to the east of feature [735] and was up to c 0.85m wide where recorded in 

section. It cut with moderately steep, slightly convex sides to a depth of c 0.10m. 

Feature [752] was almost entirely removed by later activity although its steeply 

angled, slightly concave western side had survived to a width of c 0.18m and a depth 

of c 0.07m. Both features contained fills of mid to dark greyish brown, silty clay (753 

and 751 respectively), very similar to deposits (734) and (744). 

 

6.51 The fills of features [735, 745, 747, 752 and 754] were overlain by a c 0.40–0.50m 

thick deposit (717, 718; partly illustrated in plan) of a mid greyish brown, firm, silty 

clay which contained lenses/mottling of lighter yellowish brown, firm, silty clay as 

well as occasional, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments, small, 

abraded chalk and oyster shell fragments and charcoal, as well as late eighteenth- to 

nineteenth-century pottery, Roman tile, medieval/post-medieval tile and brick, and 

fragments of tobacco pipe. daub, vessel glass and coal. The deposit was observed in 

the south-facing trench section where it was recorded as (717) and along the north-

facing section as (718). 

 

6.52 On the north-western side of the trench, deposit (717) was cut by a shallow, possibly 

sub-circular hollow [755]. The feature was c 1.70m wide and cut with a shallow, 

concave profile c 0.28m deep. It was seen in section to contain three fills (714, 715 

and 716). The primary fill (716) consisted of light yellowish brown, firm silty clay 

containing occasional, small, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments, abraded chalk 

and possibly mortar fragments and occasional charcoal fragments and flecking, up to 

0.11m thick. Overlying was a similar fill (715) containing patches of mid–dark grey 

brown, firm silty clay, up to 0.09m thick, whilst the upper fill (714), identical to 

(716), was up to 0.10m thick. 

 

6.53 Towards the north-eastern end of the southern spur of the trench, deposit (717) was 

cut by a large, rubble filled feature [708]. It may have been cut as a soakaway, given 

the nature of the fill. Only the western side of the feature was exposed, consisting of a 

roughly south-east to north-west aligned, straight, steep sided, concave based cut at 

least c 3.05m long, 1m wide and c 1m deep. The feature contained a primary fill of 

mixed, yellowish brown clay and mid brown silty clay (758), up to 0.36m thick, 

which was overlain by a c 0.50m thick infilling of loose brick rubble, medium and 

large, flint pebbles and nodule fragments, mortar and other demolition material (707). 

The upper extent of the cut was filled by a light to mid yellowish, greyish brown, 

firm, silty clay (757), up to 0.43m thick.  

 

6.54 The western side of pit [708] and the eastern side of hollow [755] were cut by a sub-

rectangular pit [710]. The pit was c 1.20m wide, 1.20m long and cut with an almost 

vertical eastern side, a steep, slightly convex western side and a concave base to a 

depth of c 0.86m. The cut was seen in section to contain a primary fill (756), up to 

0.22m thick, of light to mid yellowish, greyish brown, silty clay with brick and flint 

fragments, and an upper fill (709), up to 0.60m thick, of dark brown, silty clay 

containing common brick and flint fragments.  
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6.55 Pit [710] was overlain by a c 0.37–0.68m thick deposit of a mid greyish, yellowish 

brown, firm to friable, silty clay (705; partly illustrated in plan) which contained 

frequent, small to medium, rounded and sub-angular flint fragments, occasional 

mortar, charcoal, coal, and oyster shell. The deposit was recorded in section to the 

west and in plan to the east, but was observed extending across the trench except 

where it was cut by later features.  

 

6.56 At the eastern end of the trench, deposit (705) was cut by two service trenches [702] 

and [704] (fills (701) and (703) respectively), both with a roughly north-east to south-

west alignment. Fill (701) contained a piece of late eighteenth- to nineteenth-century 

pottery, a piece of Roman tile and a piece of medieval/post-medieval brick. The 

service trenches were sealed by a c 0.16–0.33m thick layer of dark greyish brown 

garden soil (700; not illustrated in plan) which extended across the trench. Modern 

ground surface lay at a height of 21.52–21.76m OD.  

 

Trench 8 

(Figs 13 and 14, Plates 24–28) 

 

6.57 Trench 8 was located at the eastern end of the exercise yard within the main prison 

block. The trench was aligned east–west and measured c 11.50m long and c 6m wide. 

It was cut to a depth of c 1m at the eastern end. The natural ground consisted of a light 

yellowish brown, firm, silty clay and sandy gravel overlain by a c 0.20m thick deposit 

of weathered, yellowish brown, silty clay Brickearth (818). The surface of the 

Brickearth was encountered at a depth of c 0.30m (16.98m OD).   

 

6.58 In the north-eastern corner of the trench, the natural (818) was cut by two roughly 

east–west aligned, parallel trenches [814] and [817] which were separated by a 

narrow baulk of natural. Both were sample excavated within a narrow sondage, 

though the base of neither was reached. Feature [814] was in excess of 0.75m wide 

(north–south), 0.90m deep and extended northwards below later brickwork. The cut 

contained a lower fill of mid greyish brown, firm, silty clay (813) which was overlain 

by a thin deposit of light yellowish brown, silty clay (812). Deposit (812) was 

overlain by a dark greyish brown, silty clay (811) which was very similar to fill (813) 

although it contained small flecks of ceramic building material.   
 

6.59 Feature [817] lay to the south of feature [814] and was c 0.72m wide (north–south), in 

excess of 0.90m deep and contained two fills. The lower fill (816) consisted of 

redeposited, ‘dirty’ silty clay Brickearth which was overlain by a dark greyish brown, 

firm, silty clay (838). 
 

6.60 The natural (818) towards the north-western corner of the trench was cut by two 

shallow features [823] and [825], both of which were sample excavated within a small 

sondage. The earliest of these, [825], possessed shallow sloping, slightly concave 

sides and a flattish, slightly concave base. It was in excess of 1.61m long (north-west 

to south-east), 1m wide and c 0.10m deep. The feature contained a primary fill, up to 

0.09m thick, of light to mid yellowish brown, firm, silty clay (824) mixed with mid 

grey, silty clay and small mortar/chalk fragments. Deposit (824) was overlain by a 

thin deposit of loose, greyish brown, very gritty clay (822), up to 0.02m thick.  
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6.61 On its western side, feature [825] was cut by a shallow feature [823], in excess of 

0.82m wide. The feature was c 0.13m deep and contained a fill of a mid greyish 

brown, firm, silty clay (821) containing occasional, small flint fragments. 
 

6.62 Overlying feature [823] was a deposit of mid greyish brown silty clay (820), up to 

0.21m thick, containing flint, chalk and gravel, which appeared to extend over much 

of the trench except where it was cut by later activity.   

 

6.63 On the southern side of the trench, deposit (820) was cut by a straight sided, linear 

feature [833] which ran for a length of c 1.20m in a roughly north–south direction, 

from the southern side of the trench to where it was obscured by later activity. The 

feature was c 1.25m wide and cut with very steep, almost vertical sides and a flat base 

to a depth of c 0.70m. It contained five fills (828–832). The primary fill (832) 

consisted of light yellowish brown, slightly silty clay, up to 0.49m thick, which was 

overlain by a dark greyish brown, firm, silty clay (831) up to 0.59m thick. Deposit 

(831) was overlain by a light yellowish brown, silty clay (830), up to 0.47m thick, 

which was very similar to deposit (832). At the northern end of the cut, deposit (830) 

was overlain by a dark greyish brown, firm, clayey silt (829), up to 0.27m thick, 

which contained occasional, small to medium flint fragments, fragments/flecking of 

an off-white lime mortar, coal, clinker and charcoal. The uppermost fill (828), up to 

0.15m thick, consisted of small brick rubble fragments and mortar.  

 

6.64 Towards the centre of the trench, deposit (820) was cut by the large construction pit 

[809] for a brick lined well (807). The cut was near circular in plan, although 

obscured/cut away on its southern and north-eastern sides by later deposits/activity. 

The pit was visible up to 2.65m in diameter and where investigated at the south-

eastern end of the sondage to the north-west, possessed a steep side in excess of c 

0.40m deep. The brick well structure (807) was also near circular, possessed an outer 

diameter of c 1.35m and an inner diameter of c 0.90m. It was constructed of red 

unfrogged house bricks (0.22x0.11x0.07m) and bonded with hard, white, sandy lime 

mortar. The central void was infilled with brick rubble and other debris (not 

numbered) whilst the construction pit [809] was infilled with a mid yellowish brown, 

firm, silty clay (808) which contained small brick and mortar fragments.  
 

6.65 Well construction pit [809] was cut by a large brick rubble and aggregate filled 

feature [819]. This was in excess of 4.17m long (east–west), 2.8m wide (north–south) 

and 1.2m deep and appeared to cover much of the north-eastern corner of the trench. 

Towards the south, pit [809] was cut by a service trench [836].  
 

6.66 The later remains largely comprised brickwork foundations, services and other 

structures associated with former prison buildings, cutting into and overlying the 

earlier stratigraphy. 

 

6.67 Cutting deposit (820) towards the north was a rectilinear range of brick structures 

(801) up to 1.92m wide and extending along the northern side of the trench. The 

walls, up to 0.40m high and in places constructed with brick offsets, were formed of 

red, unfrogged bricks (0.22m x 0.11m x 0.07m) bonded with hard, off-white, lime 

mortar. The ‘cells’ formed by the brick walls were infilled by deposits of mid 

yellowish brown silty clay (810), probably laid as levelling material.  
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6.68 The southern side of well construction pit [809] was overlain by another wall (805), 

L-shaped in plan, with an overall length (east–west) of 3.83m, which was set parallel 

to and c 1.60m to the south of structure(s) (801). It was constructed of red, unfrogged 

bricks (0.22m x 0.11m x 0.07m), similar to those in (801) although bonded with a 

hard, cream coloured, sandy lime mortar. 

 

6.69 A third wall remnant (834) lay along the eastern side of the trench. It was c 2.30m 

long, in excess of 0.25m wide and was constructed of red bricks (0.21m x 0.11m x 

0.07m) bonded with a pale grey, hard, sandy mortar, set within a c 0.40m wide 

construction trench [835]. Only the western side of this wall was visible, lying at a 

depth of c 1m below the level of the natural ground, suggesting that it formed the 

western side of a cellar or similar largely positioned to the east of the trench. 
 

6.70 A complex of brick drains/sewer runs (827) lay in the south-western corner of the 

trench, constructed of modern, frogged bricks, ceramic pipe and concrete, whilst a 

brick lined drain or sump (826) lay toward the south-eastern corner of the trench. A 

late service trench crossed the trench, aligned east–west [837], containing pea-grit and 

a plastic pipe. 

 

6.71 Capping the trench was compacted brick rubble, overlain by a limestone ‘Type 1’ 

aggregate, tarmac and an artificial, ‘astroturf’ sports surface (800). Modern ground 

surface lay at a height of 17.54–17.61m OD.  
 

7. FINDS 

 

7.1 Table 2, below, presents the finds recovered by hand excavation during evaluation 

work.  

 

Trench 

No 
Context Material Quantity 

Weight 

(g) 
Dating 

3 305 Pottery 1 5 2nd to early 3rd century 

3 305 Pottery 2 18 13th–14th century 

3 305 Tile 3 410 Roman 

3 305 Tile 1 131 Med/Post-med 

3 305 Brick 2 114 Med/Post-med 

3 306 Tile 1 671 Roman 

3 306 Tile 5 552 Med/Post-med 

3 306 Brick 1 307 Med/Post-med 

3 307 Pottery 1 12 19th century 

3 307 Tile 1 211 Roman 

3 307 Tile 1 67 Med/Post-med 

3 308 Pottery 7 57 13th–14th century 

3 308 Tile 2 336 Roman 

3 308 Tile 6 558 Med/Post-med 

3 308 Animal bone 3 221   

3 308 Hearth base 1 485   

4 402 Brick 6 46 Med/Post-med 

4 402 Marine shell - cockle 1 1   
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4 406 Pottery 1 2 Prehistoric 

4 406 Pottery 1 14 Mid 2nd–mid 4th century 

4 406 Tobacco pipe stem 1 2   

4 406 Tile 18 763 Med/Post-med 

4 406 Animal bone 13 117   

4 406 Brick 1 911 Med/Post-med 

4 406 Coal 1 6   

4 413 Pottery 2 90 Mid Iron Age 

5 504 Pottery 3 16 13th–14th century 

5 504 Tile 3 159 Med/Post-med 

5 505 Pottery 1 7 Mid 2nd–early 3rd century 

5 505 Tile 4 20 Med/Post-med 

5 505 Worked flint 1 2   

5 509 Pottery 1 5 2nd century 

5 509 Tile 1 6 Roman 

5 509 Tile 2 49 Med/Post-med 

5 509 Vessel glass - pale green 4 1   

5 509 Burnt flint 2 22   

5 515 Pottery 2 4 12th–13th century 

5 515 Tile 3 87 Roman 

5 515 Tile 7 121 Med/Post-med 

5 515 Daub 1 3   

5 515 Animal bone 1 8   

5 515 Burnt flint 2 56   

5 515 Hearth base/slag 1 547   

5 517 Tile 1 2 Med/Post-med 

5 517 Tile 2 18 Med/Post-med 

5 520 Pottery 1 7 1st–2nd century 

5 520 Tile 2 154 Roman 

5 520 Burnt tile 2 19   

6 601 Pottery 2 49 18th–19th century 

6 601 Tile 1 25 Med/Post-med 

6 606 Tile 2 164 Med/Post-med 

6 609 Pottery 2 9 13th–14th century 

6 609 Tile 6 105 Med/Post-med 

6 611 Pottery 1 8 16th–18th century 

6 611 Tobacco pipe stem 3 8   

6 611 Tile 3 105 Roman 

6 611 Tile 10 132 Med/Post-med 

6 613 Pottery 1 11 17th–18th century 

6 618 Pottery 1 5 12th–13th century 

6 618 Tile 1 7 Med/Post-med 

6 618 Brick 1 5 Med/Post-med 

6 618 Burnt flint 1 32   

7 701 Pottery 2 50 Late 18th–19th century 

7 701 Tile 1 36 Roman 
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7 701 Brick 1 9 Med/Post-med 

7 711 Tile 4 356 Roman 

7 711 Daub 5 28   

7 712 Pottery 9 273 13th–14th century 

7 712 Tile 1 223 Roman 

7 712 Daub 2 27   

7 712 Animal bone 4 37   

7 718 Pottery 2 59 Late 18th–19th century 

7 718 Tobacco pipe 4 7   

7 718 Tile 3 89 Roman 

7 718 Tile 4 138 Med/Post-med 

7 718 Brick 1 51 Med/Post-med 

7 718 Daub 2 12   

7 718 Vessel glass 1 4   

7 719 Pottery 1 12 Roman 

7 719 Pottery 9 87 12th–13th century 

7 719 Tile 1 127 Roman 

7 719 Tile 2 39 Med/Post-med 

7 719 Animal bone 1 32   

7 719 Daub 2 7   

7 719 Burnt flint 4 57   

7 727 Pottery 9 64 12th–13th century 

7 727 Tile 1 12 Roman 

7 727 Animal bone 1 1   

7 727 Burnt flint 1 17   

7 732 Pottery 8 125 12th–13th century 

7 732 Tile 2 117 Roman 

7 732 Tile 1 70 Med/Post-med 

7 732 Animal bone 1 7   

7 732 Worked flint 1 13   

7 734 Tile 1 12 Roman 

7 734 Tile 4 76 Med/Post-med 

7 734 Animal bone 1 11   

7 734 Worked flint 1 3   

7 736 Pottery 2 12 12th-13th century 

7 736 Daub 6 65   

7 736 Stone fragments 7 369   

7 744 Pottery 1 4 Late 18th–19th century 

7 744 Tobacco pipe stem 1 4   

7 744 Tile 3 108 Med/Post-med 

7 744 Brick 1 55 Med/Post-med 

7 746 Pottery 2 5 Late 18th–19th century 

7 746 Tobacco pipe stem 1 3   

7 746 Tile 1 72 Med/Post-med 

7 746 Coal 1 7   

Table 2: The hand-recovered finds 
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7.2 A summary of the finds recovered by hand excavation is as follows: 

 

Pottery (Prehistoric)  3 fragments   (92g)   

Pottery (Roman) 6 fragments   (50g) 

Pottery (Medieval/Post-medieval) 66 fragments   (868g) 

Tile (Roman) 30 fragments   (2952g) 

Tile (Medieval/Post-medieval) 85 fragments   (3376g) 

Burnt tile (undated) 2 fragments   (19g) 

Brick 14 fragments   (1498g) 

Daub 18 fragments   (142g) 

Tobacco pipe 10 fragments   (24g) 

Slag/hearth lining 2 fragments   (1032g) 

Vessel glass 5 fragments   (5g) 

Worked flint 3 fragments   (18g) 

Burnt flint 10 fragments   (184g) 

Stone 7 fragments   (369g) 

Coal 2 fragments   (13g) 

Animal bone 25 fragments   (434g) 

Marine shell 1 fragments   (1g) 

 

7.3 Prehistoric pottery was recovered from two contexts, both in Trench 4: the upper fill 

(406) of quarry pit [408] and deposit (413). That from deposit (413) dated to the mid 

Iron Age. 

 

7.4 Roman pottery was recovered from six contexts, in Trenches 3, 4, 5 and 7. The 

quantity was small, however, comprising just a single sherd from each context. Where 

datable, the material spanned the first to early third centuries AD. In addition, Roman 

tile came from 16 contexts, in Trenches 3, 5, 6 and 7, although, again, the quantities 

retrieved were relatively small. No substantial assemblages of Roman material 

derived from any single feature.  
 

7.5 Medieval/post-medieval pottery came from 18 contexts, in Trenches 3, 5, 6 and 7. 

Where datable, it spanned the twelfth to nineteenth centuries. The material tentatively 

suggests activity of thirteenth- to fourteenth- century date in the vicinity of Trench 3, 

activity of twelfth- to fourteenth-century date in the vicinity of Trench 5, activity of 

twelfth- to fourteenth-century and sixteenth- to nineteenth-century date in the vicinity 

of Trench 6 and activity of twelfth- to thirteenth-century and late eighteenth- to 

nineteenth-century date in the vicinity of Trench 7. In addition, medieval/post-

medieval tile came from 23 contexts, in Trenches 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7.  
 

7.6 Fragments of hearth base/slag derived from two contexts, a possible metalling horizon 

(308) in Trench 3 also containing thirteenth- to fourteenth-century pottery, and a fill 

(515) within ditch [518] in Trench 5 which contained pottery of twelfth- to thirteenth-

century date.  
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8. THE BIOARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS FROM SAMPLES 

By Enid Allison 

 

Introduction 

8.1 Five bulk samples (BS/GBA samples sensu Dobney et al 1992) were taken from a 

possible prehistoric soil layer, a possible Roman feature, and pits of medieval and 

post-medieval date.  

 

8.2 This report provides a record of the remains recovered from the samples and 

highlights the potential of plant macrofossils to produce data relating to human 

occupation and activity in the area. 

 

Methods 

8.3 Individual sample volumes were 2–40 litres. The largest of these (sample <8>) was 

sub-sampled for the purposes of this assessment but the rest were processed in their 

entirety. Each sample was soaked overnight in water containing washing soda 

(sodium carbonate) and processed using standard techniques of wet-sieving with 

flotation for recovery of biological material (Kenward et al 1980). Flots were 

collected on 0.5mm mesh, and heavy residues on nested 2mm and 1mm sieves. All 

fractions were air-dried. 

 

8.4 The dried residue fractions >2mm were sorted in their entirety for animal and plant 

remains and artefacts. Pot sherds, glass, metal finds and metalworking waste 

recovered have been passed to the Finds Department for recording and storage. A 

magnet was used to check for the presence of hammerscale in the dry fine (>1mm) 

residue fractions. The fine fractions were not systematically examined but have been 

retained for possible further work. The dried flots were briefly scanned under a low 

power stereoscopic microscope (x10) to ascertain their contents. The abundance of 

remains was recorded semi-quantitatively on a four-point scale as: occasional +, 

several (approximately 4–10 items) ++, frequent +++, and abundant ++++ (see Table 

3). 
 

8.5 Unprocessed sediment from sample <8> has been retained in storage at CAT (2 x ten-

litre buckets). 
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Context Sample Description Litres 

washed 

Buckets 

sediment 

left 

>2mm 

Residue 

(kg) 

Contents >2mm 

residue [additional 

material recovered 

from the >1mm 

residue noted in 

square brackets] 

Flot 

(ml) 

Contents 

flot/washover 

404 <1> Fill of pit [405], 

?post-medieval  

2 - 0.28 Small fragments CBM 

2g; trace daub/heat-

affected clay; burnt 

shale (from coal) +++; 

trace glass; pin 

fragments (x2); 

indeterminate 

mammal fragments 

2g; fish vertebra 

(1idb), eggshell 

fragments +++ [2g 

magnetic material 

including trace 

hammerscale from 

>1mm fraction] 

275 Coal and clinker 

++++; charcoal 

fragments +++; 

small charred twigs 

++; charred seeds +, 

earthworm granules 

+ 

413 <2> ?Prehistoric soil 

layer 

9 - 0.8 Burnt flint (most of 

weight is one piece) 

107g; tiny traces pot, 

CBM/heat-affected 

clay, mortar, slag, 

burnt bone and marine 

gastropod shell 

(?periwinkle) [2g 

magnetic material 

including trace 

hammerscale from 

>1mm fraction] 

30 Charcoal ++; small 

coal fragments +; 

clinker ++; tarry 

material +++; 

uncharred (possibly 

recent) seeds +; 

Caecilioides acicula 

++; other terrestrial 

snails +; snail eggs 

+ 

521 <3> Fill of possible 

Roman feature 

[522] 

8 - 0.027 Tiny traces 

CBM/heat-affected 

clay, burnt bone and 

burnt flint [0.5g 

magnetic material 

from >1mm fraction] 

5 Coal and clinker +; 

charcoal +; reddish 

slag blobs + 

725/726/727 <7> Lenticulated 

carbon-rich fills of 

pit [728], medieval 

18 - 1.6 Heat-reddened flint 

27g; small CBM 

fragments 9g; heat-

affected clay 

fragments 2g; pot 

sherds 29g; slag and 

hammerscale 49g; 

mammal bone 

fragments (some 

burnt) 13g; mouse 

mandible; fish (~3 

idb) + [2g 

hammerscale and 

other magnetic 

material from >1mm 

fraction] 

175 Charred cereal grain 

++++; charred 

pulses (bean, pea-

size and smaller) 

+++; other charred 

seeds ++; uncharred 

elderberry seeds 

+++; charcoal 

(including 

occasional 

roundwood 

fragments) +++; 

trace ?faecal 

concretions 

732 <8> Primary fill of pit 

[728], medieval 

19 2 1.3 Burnt and heat-

reddened flint 180g; 

trace CBM; heat-

affected clay 11g; 

poorly preserved pot 

sherds 12g; 

indeterminate 

mammal bone 

fragments (trace 

burnt) 5g; trace 

indeterminate fish 

bone [1g hammerscale 

and other magnetic 

material from >1mm 

fraction] 

100 Charcoal +++; 

charred cereal grains 

++++; charred 

cereal chaff +++; 

charred small pulse 

++; other charred 

seeds ++; uncharred 

elderberry ++ 

Table 3. Details of the bulk environmental samples 
Weights of materials recovered have been recorded where appropriate, but otherwise abundances have been 

estimated on a four-point scale as: + = occasional, ++ several (approximately 4-10 items), +++ frequent, ++++ 

abundant 
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 Results 

8.6 The samples are described below in chronological order. A summary of the sample 

details is shown in Table 3. 

 

Possible prehistoric soil layer, context (413), sample <2> 

8.7 The heavy residue fraction >2mm from the 9-litre sample contained one large piece of 

burnt flint (90mm maximum dimension) and a few much smaller fragments (total 

weight 107g) together with tiny traces of pot, ceramic building material (CBM) or 

heat-affected clay, mortar, slag, burnt bone and marine gastropod shell (?periwinkle, 

Littorina littorea). Traces of hammerscale were noted in the fine (>1mm) fraction. 

Materials other than burnt flint were present in such small amounts that they may 

have been introduced into the layer by earthworm action which was noted by the 

excavator at the time of sampling (CAT Sample Sheet). The small flot from the 

sample (30ml) consisted chiefly of fine charcoal and small pieces of tarry material, 

clinker and coal. Small numbers of terrestrial snails were present and all but one of 

these were Caecilioides acicula, a species thought to have been introduced into 

Britain in historic times. However, since the species can burrow to depths of up to 2 

metres its occurrence cannot provide any indication of the date of this deposit. 

 

Fill of a possible Roman feature [522], context (521), sample <3> 

8.8 The residue >2mm from the 8-litre sample was very small (total weight 27g). It 

contained tiny traces of CBM or heat-affected clay, burnt bone and burnt flint. The 

flot had a volume of only 5ml and consisted of fine charcoal, coal and clinker, and 

reddish ‘blobs’ of slag. Slag of this type is often associated with relatively recent 

features in Canterbury (personal observations) but as with the previous sample it is 

possible that such small amounts of material could have been introduced into the 

deposit by earthworm action. 

 

Fills of medieval pit [728]: contexts (732) (sample <8>), (725/726/727) (sample <7>) 

8.9 Two samples were taken from pit [728]. Burnt and heat-affected flint was common in 

the residue from primary fill (732) (sample <8>). Poorly preserved pot sherds, 

fragments of heat-affected clay, indeterminate mammal and fish bone fragments, and 

traces of CBM were also recorded. Traces of the mammal bone had been burnt. A 

small amount of hammerscale was recovered from the fine residue (>1mm). The 

sample flot was rich in well-preserved charred plant remains. The most obvious 

remains were grains of wheat (Triticum) and lesser amounts of barley (Hordeum), and 

possibly also other cereals. Chaff fragments suggest waste from cereal processing. 

Other charred seeds included a small legume (Fabaceae) and Polygonaceae 

(knotweed/dock family). Uncharred elderberry (Sambucus nigra) seeds were present 

perhaps providing a hint that the contents of the pit had included faecal material. 

Elderberry seeds are a common element in deposits containing cess in Canterbury and 

elsewhere (eg Allison and Hall 2001; Carruthers and Allison 2015). They are very 

resistant to decay and can survive in sediments where other seeds that would have 

originally been present are not preserved. 

 

8.10 Later carbon-rich fills in the same pit (contexts (725/726/727)) were described as 

‘lenticulated’ by the excavator (CAT Sample Sheet). The deposits were sampled as a 

unit since it was difficult to distinguish definite context boundaries (sample <7>). 

Heat-reddened flint, pot sherds and slag and hammerscale were common in the heavy 
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residue. Fragments of CBM, heat-affected clay, mammal bone, a mouse mandible, 

and a few fish bones (including three vertebrae) were also present. Some of the 

mammal bone fragments had been burnt. A small quantity of hammerscale was 

recovered from the fine fraction. Charred cereal grains and other seeds in a moderate 

to good state of preservation were very abundant in the sample flot. The majority of 

the grain appeared to be wheat (Triticum) and barley (Hordeum) but other cereals may 

be represented. Charred beans (Vicia faba) and pea-sized and smaller legume seeds 

were common, as were uncharred elderberry seeds. The charcoal recovered included 

occasional roundwood fragments. As with the primary fill there were hints of a faecal 

component in the pit fill, not only from the presence of frequent uncharred elderberry 

seeds but also from occasional traces of probable faecal concretions. 

 

Fill of ?post-medieval pit [405], context 404, sample <1> 

8.11 The sample had a volume of only 2 litres. Fragments of burnt shale from coal were 

common in the heavy residue. Small fragments of CBM, daub/heat-affected clay and 

glass, two pin fragments, indeterminate fragments of large mammal bone, a vertebra 

of a small fish, and eggshell fragments were also recorded. The sample flot consisted 

mainly of coal and clinker but charcoal fragments, small charred twigs and occasional 

small charred seeds were also present. 

 

Concluding remarks 

8.12 The only samples providing significant amounts of biological remains were from the 

fills of pit [728]. Both samples produced substantial charred plant assemblages that 

have the potential to produce data relating to diet, crop production and processing and 

local land use in the area during the medieval period. 
 

8.13 The very small quantities of poorly preserved mammal and fish bones recovered from 

some of the samples have no significant potential to produce useful data on diet or 

economy. Their occurrence should however be noted in any report on the hand-

collected vertebrate remains. 
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9. THE ANIMAL BONE 

By Enid Allison 

 

9.1 A total of 25 fragments of animal bone with a total weight of 434g was collected by 

hand from eight contexts (see Table 4). All but one of these were from large 

(cattle/horse size) or medium mammal (sheep/goat or pig size). Cattle and sheep/goat 

were specifically identified during a brief examination of the remains. The bone was 

in a moderate state of preservation; small longitudinal cracks could be seen in most 

fragments and the fragments were readily damaged by handling. Some of the 

fragmentation had clearly occurred post-excavation including that seen in a cattle 

mandible from context (406) (mandible and tooth fragments accounted for at least 

nine of the thirteen fragments from that deposit). Cattle-sized rib fragments in two 

deposits (contexts (406) and (712)) had been truncated by butchery cuts. Trowel 

damage to a sheep/goat innominate fragment in context (734) was noted, but gouges 

in a cattle right femur fragment from context (308) were probably canid gnaw marks. 
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Context Number 

fragments 

Weight Taxa/size categories represented (number of fragments in brackets) 

308 3 221g Goose (1), cattle (2) 

406 13 117g Cattle (9 mandible and tooth fragments), large mammal (1), medium 

mammal (1), indeterminate mammal (2) 

515 1 8g Large/medium mammal (1) 

712 4 37g Sheep/goat (1), large mammal (3) 

719 1 32g Large mammal (1) 

727 1 1g Indeterminate mammal (1) 

732 1 7g Large mammal (1) 

734 1 11g Sheep/goat (1) 

Table 4: The hand-collected bone 

 

9.2 Indeterminate fragments of large or medium-sized mammals recovered from the bulk 

sediment samples were all indeterminate, most to the extent that they could not even 

be assigned to a size category. Small fragments in four samples had been burnt. A 

mouse mandible fragment was recovered from a sample from the fills of a medieval 

pit [728] (contexts (725/726/727), sample <7>). 
 

9.3 A single bird bone was recovered by hand-collection from context (308); a well-

preserved partial right tibiotarsus of a goose. Knife marks were present on the distal 

articulation indicating removal of the non-meat bearing parts of the leg and foot 

during carcass preparation. The bone was from either a small domestic goose or a 

large wild goose (either greylag (Anser anser) or bean goose (A. fabalis)). 
 

9.4 Fish bones were recovered only from bulk sediment samples. Moderately preserved 

vertebrae of small- and medium-sized fish from samples <1> and <7> are potentially 

identifiable (a total of five vertebrae) 
 

9.5 The assemblage as a whole has a low potential for analysis 
 

10. SITE ARCHIVE 

 

10.1 The project archive, comprising site records and recovered cultural material, is 

presently held in the offices of Canterbury Archaeological Trust (92a Broad Street, 

Canterbury, Kent CT1 2LU). All site context record sheets and drawings have been 

scanned and the digital images stored in the relevant project folders, under the project 

code EV CCCU-HMP16. Finds information has been entered onto the Integrated 

Archaeological Database (IADB), a secure password protected online resource 

available at http://www.iadb.co.uk/cat.  
 

10.2 The project archive conforms to the Guidelines for the preparation of excavation 

archives for long term storage (UKIC 1990), Standards in the museum care of 

archaeological collections (Museums and Galleries Commission 1992) and the 

Selection, retention and dispersal of archaeological collections: guidelines for use in 

England, Wales and Northern Ireland (The Society of Museum Archaeologists 1993). 

No special storage or conservation issues have been identified. 

 

10.3 Deposition of the final archive, which will be fully catalogued and stored in standard 

archival materials, will be arranged in consultation with Canterbury Museums. 

http://www.iadb.co.uk/cat
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11. SUMMARY OF RESULTS  

 

11.1 Prehistoric activity within the vicinity of Trench 4 is tentatively suggested by sherds 

of pottery recovered from deposit (413) and from fill (406) within quarry pit [408]. 

The sherd from (406) was residual in a later context. The two sherds of Iron Age 

pottery from (413) could indicate that the deposit represented a prehistoric soil. 

Bronze Age settlement is known to have been present c 300m to the north-west of the 

PDA, in the north-west corner of the university campus, but there is only limited 

evidence of Iron Age activity in the area, comprising the discovery of just a single 

coin dated c 55 BC in College Road in 1967, together with a few sherds of pottery and 

a coin dated c AD 10–40 from previous campus excavations (Hicks 2015, 8, 15–16).  

  

11.2 The small quantity of Roman material recovered during evaluation work (from 

Trenches 3, 4, 5 and 7) was largely residual in later features, although early remains in 

Trench 5 could have been Roman in date. The natural subsoil (524) was cut by a small 

pit [514] and a pit/linear feature [522], cut by stake-hole [523]. The features were 

subsequently backfilled with soils containing just flint and charcoal and overlain by a 

possible early topsoil horizon (520) containing pieces of Roman pottery and tile. The 

remains suggest the presence of Roman activity in the area. A cremation cemetery has 

been discovered immediately south-west of the PDA, at the Old Sessions House, 

together with Roman pits and ditches (Hicks 2015, 17–21, 24–26). The occupation 

tentatively identified by evaluation work could represent continuation of this 

settlement. If present as far away from the Old Sessions House as Trench 5, it seems 

likely that Roman settlement could once have extended across large parts of the PDA.  

 

11.3 Trenches 3, 5 and 7 contained deposits and/or features of medieval date. The 

evaluation trenches were all located within the outer precincts of St Augustine’s 

Abbey, and the extant remains are probably associated with monastic occupation. 

Deposits in Trench 3 (308, 311), overlying what appeared to be a sequence of buried 

topsoil horizons (312–316), seemed to form rough metalled surfaces of possible 

thirteenth- to fourteenth-century date. A short length of north–south aligned wall 

(309) could have formed the remnant of a broadly contemporary outbuilding.  
 

11.4 Pits ([512], [728/742]) and linear features ([518], [721]), probably ditches, were 

revealed in Trenches 5 and 7, containing pottery of twelfth- to thirteenth-century and 

thirteenth- to fourteenth-century date, as well as medieval/post-medieval tile. 

Medieval pits and ditches were excavated at the site of the Old Sessions House (Hicks 

2015), and the remains in Trenches 5 and 7 suggest that occupation across the eastern 

side of the monastic precinct was relatively widespread. The features probably formed 

refuse pits and land boundaries.  

 

11.5 There was no conclusive evidence of medieval activity in Trench 4. Two features, 

[410] and [416], could potentially have dated to this period, the latter being cut by a 

post-medieval feature [408], though with the exception of the prehistoric and Roman 

material discussed above, only material of post-medieval date, or broadly dated to the 

medieval/post-medieval period, was recovered from the trench. Residual medieval 

material was recovered from later features in Trench 6.  
 

11.6 Post-medieval activity largely comprised clay extraction features. These were 

generally quite extensive and had severely truncated the underlying remains. A quarry 
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pit [408] was identified at the western end of Trench 4, though the extraction features 

in Trench 6 ([607], [610], [612], [614], 619]), Trench 7 ([735], [745], 747], [752], 

[754]) and Trench 8 ([814], [817]) comprised parallel linear trenches, cut part way 

into the brickearth but leaving baulks of natural subsoil, and the lower levels of the 

natural, intact. Such features were best exposed in Trench 6. Pottery recovered, 

comprising material dated sixteenth and seventeenth to eighteenth century from 

Trench 6 and to the late eighteenth to nineteenth century from Trench 7, suggests, if 

all were contemporary, that they were cut in the late eighteenth century. The quarry 

feature in Trench 4 contained no pottery, only pieces of tobacco pipe stem, and could 

potentially have been earlier or later in date, representing a separate phase of clay 

extraction.  

 

11.7 The upper horizons of the trenches comprised early modern/modern features and 

deposits, some associated with the prison which opened in 1808 and others with 

landscaping associated with university occupation. Late cut features were observed in 

Trench 4 ([403], [[405], [412]), Trench 5 ([503]), Trench 6 ([602], Trench 7 ([702], 

[704], [708], [710], [755]) and Trench 8 ([833]). The complex of walls in Trench 8 

represents a series of brick-built prison buildings which once stood in the area later 

converted into an all-weather sports pitch. The archaeological remains in Trench 5, 

lying directly below deposits of modern overburden, indicate that significant 

landscaping has occurred in places. Similarly, the small pockets of intact 

archaeological remains visible between the prison walls in Trench 8 suggest 

truncation has occurred.  

 

12. CONFIDENCE ASSESSMENT 

 

12.1 The archaeological evaluation was conducted under good weather conditions.  

 

12.2 The size of Trenches 4, 5, 6 and 8 ensured that archaeological remains at some depth 

could be investigated.  
 

12.3 Trench 3 could not be extended in width due to the confines of the area in which it 

lay, an abbey wall standing to the west and fencing associated with the university to 

the east. Deeper archaeological remains potentially surviving within the trench could 

not be investigated within its confines due to health and safety considerations.  
 

12.4 Trench 7 was constricted in size due to the presence of service runs, although 

excavation within the southern spur of the trench proceeded to sufficient depth to 

reveal natural ground cut by archaeological features.  
 

12.5 In Trench 8, the presence of a complex of brick walls and service runs obscured much 

of the underlying strata. It is difficult to determine whether archaeological remains, 

pre-early modern in date, might survive within the vicinity.  
 

12.6 Subject to the points noted above, the evaluation is considered to have satisfactorily 

determined the presence/absence of archaeological remains within the areas of the 

trenches cut, except perhaps within Trench 8.  
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13. CONCLUSIONS AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 

13.1 The archaeological evaluation comprised the machine cutting of six trenches across 

the PDA. The trenches were cut to the top of significant archaeology, or to the 

maximum depth which could be achieved within health and safety limits. The remains 

revealed were cleaned and recorded, and limited hand sampling of features and 

deposits occurred.  

 

13.2 Archaeological remains were revealed in each of the six trenches. An early soil 

deposit in Trench 4 could potentially be of Iron Age date. Remains of such date would 

be of particular significance, since in situ Iron Age activity has not previously been 

demonstrated within the vicinity of the PDA.  
 

13.3 Roman activity in the PDA was suggested by residual material from Trenches 3, 4, 5 

and 7, together, possibly, with a small number of features in Trench 5 comprising a 

pit, a pit/linear feature and a stake-hole.  
 

13.4 Deposits and features of medieval date were identified in Trenches 3, 5 and 7, 

including pits and probable ditches which are most likely associated with monastic 

occupation.  
 

13.5 Post-medieval activity, largely comprising clay extraction features seen in Trenches 4, 

6, 7 and 8, perhaps cut during the late eighteenth century, had truncated the earlier 

horizons.  
 

13.6 Early modern/modern features included a series of brick walls associated with the 

prison, revealed in Trench 8, and landscaping associated with the university campus.  
 

13.7 The evaluation work has demonstrated that archaeological remains survive within the 

PDA, although it is difficult to determine to what extent remains pre-dating clay 

extraction activities might survive within areas of the PDA not evaluated. It is 

possible that areas exist within the PDA where no quarrying has occurred, and 

consequently where the survival of archaeological features and deposits could be 

more extensive.  
 

13.8 The results of the evaluation suggest that proposed development of the PDA will 

impact upon the archaeological resource. Archaeological excavation of features and 

deposits likely to be affected by development, prior to construction activities, is 

recommended, thereby ensuring preservation of remains by record. Such work will 

require the compilation of a separate scheme of archaeological investigation, to be 

submitted to and approved by the city archaeologist.  
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Figure 3. Trench 3: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Figure 5. Trench 4: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Figure 7. Trench 5: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Figure 9. Trench 6: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Figure 11. Trench 7: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Figure 13. Trench 8: remains revealed by evaluation. Scale 1:50 @ A4.
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Plate 1. Trench 3 looking south. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 2. Trench 4 looking north-east. Scale 1m.  
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Plate 3. Trench 5 looking east. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 4. Trench 6 looking north. Scale 1m.  



 

 

Plate 5. Trench 7 looking north-east. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 6. Trench 8 looking east.  



 

 

Plate 7. Sondage cut at the southern end of Trench 3, looking east. Deposit 

(316) is visible to the right (south) at the base of the sondage, deposit (312) in 

the left (northern) side of the sondage. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 8. Deposit (308) revealed on the western side of Trench 3, looking south. 

Wall (309) is visible in the foreground. Scale 1m.  



 

 

Plate 9. Detail of deposit (308), looking south. Scale 0.5m.  

 

Plate 10. Wall (309) looking north. Scale 0.5m.  



 

 

Plate 11. Features [410] and [416] visible in section, looking south-east. Scale 

0.5m.  

Plate 12. Feature [408] at the western end of Trench 4, looking north-east. Scale 

1m.  

 



 

Plate 13. Sondage cut through feature [408], looking north-west. Scale 1m. 

 

Plate 14. Feature [403], looking north. Feature [405] is just visible bottom left. 

Scale 0.5m.  

 



 

 

Plate 15. Feature [514], looking north. Scale 0.5m.  

 

Plate 16. Feature [512], looking east. Scale 0.5m.  



 

 

Plate 17. Linear feature [518] crossing the centre of trench 5, looking east. Scale 

1m.  

 

Plate 18. The excavated southern end of linear feature [518], looking south. 

Feature [503] is just visible bottom right. Scale 1m.  



 

 

Plate 19. Left to right (west to east): features [619], [607], [610], [612] and 

[614], looking east. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 20. Detail of features [614], [612] and [61], looking west. Scale 1m.  



 

Plate 21. Excavated western side of feature [728], linear feature [721] in the 

foreground, looking south. Scale 0.5m.  

 

 Plate 22. Sondages cut through linear feature [721], looking west. Scale 1m.  

 



 

Plate 23. Features [735], [746] and [747] and underlying pit [728], with the 

sondage through linear feature [721] in the foreground, looking south. Scale 0.5m. 

Plate 24. Sondage through features [814] and [817], looking north. Scale 1m.  

 

 



 

 

Plate 25. Sondage through features [823] and [825], looking north-east. Scale 

1m.  

 

Plate 26. Feature [833], looking south. Scale 0.5m.  



 

 

Plate 27. Walls revealed in Trench 8, looking west. Scale 1m.  

 

Plate 28. Walls revealed in Trench 8, looking east. Scale 1m.  
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