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Abstract 
 
This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief carried out by 
Archaeology South-East (ASE) at Scotney Castle, Hastings Road, Lamberhurst, Kent. 
ASE was commissioned by The National Trust to record a cobbled surface located 
beneath an access road into the site. The area of cobbled surface had been exposed 
as a result of vehicle damage to the overlying tarmac road. The cobbled path was to 
be recorded prior to a planned repair of the road (which seeks to keep the cobbled 
surface protected beneath). 
 
The exposed area of cobbled path was successfully surveyed, planned and 
photographed prior to road repairs which seek to preserve the cobbled paving in situ. 
Historical map evidence shows that the surface lays on the former junction between a 
wider road orientated north-south and a narrow path which ran east to west from the 
south of the former orchard towards the western entrance of the country house. The 
direction of the cobbled coursing indicates that the current tarmac road running north-
south may sit on top of an earlier cobbled road.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Background 
 
1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE) was commissioned by the National Trust to 

undertake an archaeological watching brief comprising of the recording of a 
cobbled surface located on the access road leading to Scotney Castle, 
Lamberhurst, Kent.  The area of cobbled surface had been exposed as a result 
of damage to the overlying tarmac road. The cobbled surface was to be 
recorded prior to a planned repair to the tarmac road (which seeks to keep the 
cobbled path protected beneath). The site is centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) 568640 135350 and its location is shown in Figures 1 and 2. 

 
1.2 Topography 
 
1.2.1 The cobbled surface is located beneath a tarmac access road which is 

orientated north-south and leads from the main access road into the site, 
towards car parking areas to the north and west. The road gently slopes down 
towards the south and the area of exposed cobbled paving sits c.85m east 
from Scotney Castle country house. 

 
1.3 Aims and Objectives 
 
1.3.1 The aim of the visit was to accurately locate and record the exposed surface 

prior to planned road repairs, and potentially identify how the cobbled path 
relates to the former estate landscape. 

 
1.4 Scope of Report 
 
1.4.1 This report details the results of the visit undertaken on the 22nd June 2017 and 

provides further discussion. 
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Overview 
 
2.1.1 The following has been taken directly from a recent WSI (ASE 2017a): 
 
2.1.2 The entire Scotney Estate has been examined in detail (Bannister 2001) and 

an Archaeological and Historic Landscape Survey (AHLS) was undertaken by 
Archaeology South-East in 2007, which provided further detailed information 
on the archaeological background, the Victorian Mansion and development of 
the site, and assessed potential management issues (ASE 2007). The 
following information has been summarised from these reports. 

 
2.1.3 Scotney Castle occupies a south-east facing spur set on a gently rising slope 

overlooking the Bewl Valley. The Bewl River flows through the centre of the 
estate and the valley itself forms the general topography of the site. 
Conversely, the old castle lies a short distance to the southeast, located on 
relatively flat ground, in the base of the valley next to the river Bewl. 

 
2.1.4 No significant prehistoric or Romano-British sites are known to lie within the 

immediate vicinity of the castle, although this may well reflect a gap in the 
archaeological record, rather than true site distribution. Place-name evidence 
suggests that the area around Scotney was heavily wooded during the early 
medieval period.   

 
2.1.5 Old Scotney Castle dates from c.1377-80 and was first constructed as a 

quadrangle castle with round towers at each corner. Only one of the towers 
survives and is incorporated into a later 16th/17th century manor house.  The 
old castle was itself arguably a fortified manor house rather than a ‘true’ castle 
and comparisons can be drawn with Bodiam Castle, another example of 
moated quadrangle construction.  

 
2.1.6 Recent academic research suggests that such fortified manor houses may 

have been set within designed landscapes.  Elements of such a landscape 
may still exist at Scotney hidden by the later gardens.  The estate was bought 
by the Hussey family in 1778 and in c.1840 a new 'castle' was constructed and 
the old castle was deliberately landscaped into ‘gothic’ ruins and associated 
gardens, in much the same way that another local site, Bayham Abbey was 
partially demolished at the time. 

 
  
2.2 Recent Archaeological Investigation 
 
2.2.1 A c.59m stretch trench for an IT cable was monitored by ASE in February 2017 

(ASE 2017b). The cable trench ran southwest to northeast and was located 
c.130m north-northwest of the exposed cobbled path. No archaeological finds, 
features or deposits were identified within this trench.  
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Fieldwork Methodology 
 
3.1.1 All work was carried out in line with the relevant professional standards and 

guidelines of the Charted Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA 2014) and complies 
with Kent County Council’s standard specification (KCC 2007). 

 
3.1.2 The exposed area of the cobbled surface was photographed and its position 

accurately recorded using a Leica CS15 RTK GNSS.  
 
3.1.3 Constrained by the road being open to traffic at the time of the visit, a plan of 

the cobbled surface could not be drawn on site. However, several photographs 
were taken at a vertical angle to allow for images to be georeferenced. These 
photos were later digitised to create an accurate digital plan of the exposed 
cobbled surface (Figure 3). 

 
3.2 The Site Archive  
 
3.2.1 The site archive has been assembled in accordance with the guidelines set out 

in Historic England’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic 
Environment (HE 2015) and in accordance with the guidelines published in 
Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage 
(UKIC 1990) and Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological Collections 
(Museums and Galleries Commission 1994). 

 
3.2.2 The archive is currently held at the Archaeology South-East offices in 

Portslade, and will be handed over to the NT in due course. The contents of 
the archive are tabulated below (Table 1). 

 
Context sheets 2 

Section sheets 0 

Plans sheets 0 

Colour photographs 0 

B&W photos 0 

Digital photos 40 

Context register 1 

Drawing register 0 

Watching brief forms 1 

Trench Record forms 0 

 Table 1: Quantification of site paper archive 
 

Bulk finds (quantity e.g. 1 bag, 1 box, 0.5 box 
0.5 of a box ) 

0 

Registered finds (number of) 0 

Flots and environmental remains from bulk 
samples  

0 

Palaeoenvironmental specialists sample 
samples (e.g. columns, prepared slides) 

0 

Waterlogged wood  0 

Wet sieved environmental remains from bulk 
samples 

0 

 Table 2: Quantification of artefact and environmental samples 
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4.0 RESULTS 
 
 

 
Context 

 
Type 

 
Interpretation 

Max. 
Length m 

Max. 
Width m 

Deposit 
Thickness 
m 

Height  
m 
AOD 

001 Layer Tarmac Road N/A N/A  0.25-0.45 64.74 

002 Structure Cobbled Path 2.0 
(exposed) 

0.81 
(exposed) 

- 64.69 

 
Table 3: List of recorded contexts 

 
 
5.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
5.1 Discussion 
 
5.1.1 A c.2.0m x c.0.85m area of a stone cobbled path was left exposed as a result 

of damage to the overlying tarmac road. 
 
5.1.2 The cobbles comprise of irregularly shaped (although broadly rectangular) 

stones of varying sizes laid in courses which run east to west. Some of the 
larger cobbles appear to have split in situ. Smaller irregular stone gravels infill 
the gaps between the larger cobbles (Figure 3). 

 
5.1.3 Figure 4 details the location of the recently surveyed cobbled surface on the 

OS 25-inch 1st edition map from 1873 (sheet 19/1). The modern tarmac road 
orientated north-south appears to follow the same route as the road detailed 
within the 1873 OS map, however the junction and path which runs east-west 
to the south of the orchard towards the western entrance to the country house, 
is not presently visible. The east-west path is recorded within historic OS maps 
until 1939 but is not present on the 1972 OS map. It is not entirely clear from 
the map evidence whether the recorded cobbled surface relates to the east-
west path, north-south road, or the junction between the two. Typically, courses 
of cobbled stones run at a 90° angle to the direction of ‘traffic’. If this is true in 
the case of this exposed area, it could be suggested that a cobbled surface 
may be preserved beneath the entire stretch of the present tarmac road.  

 
5.2 Deposit survival and existing impacts 
 
5.2.1 Cobbled path [002] survives at a height of 64.69mAOD beneath a c.0.25-0.45 

layer of tarmac road surface [001]. The tarmac appears to have been 
previously repaired in this area. 

 
5.2.2 It is likely that the remainder of the cobbled surface in this area survives 

beneath the surrounding tarmac road. 
 
5.2.3 The cobbled surface is at risk of damage from traffic which currently uses the 

access road. 
 
5.2.4 Plans to repair the tarmac road in this locality seeks to protect the cobbled 

surface by creating a small hump in the road which will cover the currently 
exposed path. 
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5.3 Consideration of research aims  
 
5.3.1 The watching brief was successful in its aims to accurately locate and record 

the exposed cobbled surface and provide further suggestion about its 
provenance.   

 
5.4 Updated Research Agenda  
 
5.4.1 Any potential further work on site may seek to determine whether a cobbled 

surface remains intact beneath the remainder of the tarmac road and further 
attempt to understand the nature and potential survival of the path present on 
historical maps which runs east-west at the junction with the recorded cobbled 
surface. 

 
5.5 Conclusions 
 
5.3.1 The exposed area of cobbled path was successfully surveyed, planned and 

photographed prior to road repairs which seek to preserve the cobbled paving 
in situ. Historical map evidence shows that the surface lays on the former 
junction between a wider road orientated north-south and a narrow path which 
ran east to west from the south of the former orchard towards the western 
entrance of the country house. The direction of the cobbled coursing indicates 
that the current tarmac road running north-south may sit on top of an earlier 
cobbled road. 
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Project summary 

 

An archaeological watching brief was conducted at Scotney Castle, 
Hastings Road, Lamberhurst, Kent, NGR 568640 135350 on the 22nd 
June 2017. 
 
The exposed area of cobbled path was successfully surveyed, 
planned and photographed prior to road repairs which seek to 
preserve the cobbled paving in situ. Historical map evidence shows 
that the surface lays on the former junction between a wider road 
orientated north-south and a narrow path which ran east to west from 
the south of the former orchard towards the western entrance of the 
country house. The direction of the cobbled coursing indicates that 
the current tarmac road running north-south may sit on top of an 
earlier cobbled road. 
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