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Abstract 
 
Archaeology South-East was commissioned to undertake an archaeological 
Watching Brief at Badgers Oast, Beechingwood Lane, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent. The 
archaeological work comprised monitoring of the removal of existing brick walls 
thought to relate to a former oast, followed by machine excavation for a new 
basement. 
 
No archaeological features or artefacts were found on the site, but a late 19th to early 
20th floor and possible wall remnants were revealed. No evidence of the previous 
oast house roundel was encountered. Rather, the existing walls removed as part of 
the groundworks proved to be of modern date and  comprising a folly or garden 
feature, perhaps built as late as the 1990s. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Background 
 
1.1.1 Archaeology South-East (ASE), the contracting division of the Centre for 

Applied Archaeology (CAA), Institute of Archaeology (IoA), University College 
London (UCL) was commissioned by Mr and Mrs Pigott to undertake an 
archaeological watching brief during works associated with an extension to 
Badgers Oast, Beechingwood Lane, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent, hereafter 
referred to as ‘the site’. The site is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) 
562447 156406 and its location is shown in Figure 1. 

 
1.2 Geology and Topography 
 

1.2.1 According to the British Geological Survey, the site lies on a bed of Sandgate 
Beds, with Folkestone Beds formation to the north and Hythe Beds to the 
south (BGS 2014). 

 
1.3 Planning Background 
 
1.3.1 The site has planning permission for development for extension and 

groundworks to the existing oast house. Because of the location of the 
proposed works, within an archaeologically sensitive area associated with 
16th century and later industrial activity, the following condition was attached 
to the planning permission.  
 

AR1 No development shall take place until the applicant, or their 
agents or successors in title, has secured the implementation of a 
programme of archaeological work in accordance with a written 
specification and timetable which has been submitted to and approved 
by the Local Planning Authority. 

 

1.3.2 A Specification outlining the scope and requirements of the 
archaeological work was subsequently prepared by the Kent County 
Council Heritage Conservation Unit (KCC 2014). All work was carried 
out in accordance with this document and with the relevant standards 
and guidance of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA 2008). 

 
1.4 Aims and Objectives 
 
1.4.1 The broad aims of the watching brief were to monitor the groundworks 

associated with the removal of the standing walls thought to be associated 
with a pre-existing oast house, and the reduction of the footprint of the 
proposed development for a basement.in order to establish the character, 
extent, preservation, significance, date and quality of any remains present. 

 
1.4.2 The final aim is to make public the results of the work subject to any 

confidentiality restrictions. 
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1.5 Scope of Report 
 
1.5.1 The current report provides the results of the archaeological work carried out 

during the groundworks monitored on the 18th November 2014. The fieldwork 
was conducted by Tom Munnery. The project was managed by Neil Griffin 
(Project Manager) and Jim Stevenson (Post-Excavation Manager). 
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2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Overview 
 
2.1.1 This information is derived from the specification for the watching brief 

prepared by the Heritage Conservation Group of Kent County Council (KCC 
2014). 
 

2.1.2 As stated above, the site is situated in an archaeologically sensitive area, 
associated with the 16th century and later industrial activity. A pottery kiln of 
this date has been found to the east. 
 

2.1.3 Badgers Oast is noted on the Ordnance Surveyors’ Field Drawings of c.1800, 
but it is not clear whether it is an oast complex at this time. The roundels are 
recorded to have been added some time around the mid-19th century. 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL METHODOLOGY 
 
3.1 Fieldwork Methodology 

 
3.1.1 The monitored groundworks involved the following: 
 

 Removal of the upstanding remains of the roundel, of which only c.1.20m 
height of wall survives, much of which had been removed prior to 
attendance. 

 Machine excavation of the footprint of the area of the proposed basement.  

 
3.1.2 All monitored excavations were undertaken using a mechanical 

excavator under the constant supervision of the attendant 
archaeologist. The spoil from the excavations was inspected to recover 
any artefacts or ecofacts of archaeological interest. 

 

3.1.3 All encountered deposits were recorded according to accepted 
professional standards using standard Archaeology South-East record 
sheets. A full photographic record of the work, comprising digital 
images, was maintained throughout the fieldwork and will form part of 
the site archive.  
 

3.3 The Site Archive  
 

3.1.4 The site archive is currently held at the offices of ASE and will be 
deposited at Sevenoaks museum in due course. The contents of the 
archive are tabulated below (Table 1). 

 
 

Number of Contexts 7 

No. of files/paper record 1 

Plan and sections sheets 1 

Photographs 29 

 
Table 1: Quantification of site archive 
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4.0 RESULTS 
 

 
Context 

 
Type 

 
Description 

Deposit 
Thickness m 

100 Wall  Wall  

0.45m - Topsoil 0.05 

102 Layer  Subsoil 0.10 

103 Layer Sandgate 
Beds 

- 

104 Floor  Floor  

105 Wall Wall  

106 Wall Wall  

 

Table 2: List of recorded contexts 
 
4.1 Roundel removal monitored on 18/11/2014 

  
4.1.1 Although much of the roundel had been removed, it was ascertainable that it 

had been built in recent times, probably sometime around the 1990s. The 
wall [100] was constructed of iron stone and bonded with a sharp sand rich 
mortar. However it was observed that the stonework of Badgers Oast itself 
had been recently repointed, and this repointing also extended behind the 
wall forming the roundel. The roundel wall also sat on a concrete base which 
extended over its entire footprint, and was later noted to lie over a modern 
plastic drain leading to a soakaway. 

 
4.1.2 It can clearly be stated, therefore, that the upstanding roundel thought to be 

the remains of an oast house is in fact, of recent date and probably represent 
a garden feature or folly, seemingly erected sometime in the 1990s. 

 
4.2 Ground reduction monitored on 18/11/2014 
 
4.2.1 After the removal of the roundel and the concrete platform on which it was 

built, the footprint of the basement was reduced. Beneath it were the base of 
two presumed brick piers [105] and [106] and a brick floor [104] (Figures 2 
and 3). 

 
4.2.2 Only a small piece of flooring survived, which measured c. 1.75m by 0.95m in 

plan. It was constructed of a single layer of frogged bricks set into a sand 
base in a herringbone pattern. All frogs were facing down, except along the 
western edge, where they facing up, with mortar adhering to them for a wall 
that would have stood on it. The bricks measured 0.24m x 0.12m x 0.08m 
and are of late 19th–20th century date. 

 
4.2.3 Brick piers [105] and [106] comprised of little more than patches of mortar, 

except for a tile fragment in [106] and a few small fragments of brick in [105].  
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5.0 THE FINDS  
 
5.1 Summary 
 
5.1.1 The only find recovered from the site was a brick sample from floor [104]. 
 
5.2 Ceramic Building Material (CBM) by Trista Clifford 
 
5.2.1 A single brick weighing 2880g was recovered from context [104], weight 

2880g. The brick measures 230 x 110 x 67mm and is well made with creased 
sides and a shallow rectangular frog. The fabric is fine to medium quartz 
tempered with sparse coarse iron rich grains, cream marls and very coarse 
siltstone inclusions. A late 19th-20th date is probable. 

  

5.2.2 The brick has been discarded. 
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6.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
6.1 The walls originally thought to have been the remains of an oast house 

roundel were discovered to be of modern date and are considered to 
represent a garden feature or folly constructed some time in the 1990s, 
perhaps after the demolition of the previous oast house (Figure 3). 

 
6.2 No evidence of the former roundel was encountered during the watching 

brief. This is likely to be because of the shallow nature of its foundations (as 
implied by the shallow foundations of the adjacent oast, which had been 
investigated by the client, see Figure 4), and because of disturbance caused 
by the installation of the garden feature discussed above. 
 

6.3 It is unclear from when floor [104] and brick piers [105] and [106] derive, or 
what they relate to. Their form is rather suggestive of the below ground 
remains of a porch structure associated with Badgers Oast. However, 
whether such a porch pre-dated the construction of the previous oast house 
in this location or post-dated its demolition could not be determined within the 
parameters of the current monitoring exercise.  

 
6.4 No evidence of any other archaeological activity was recorded in the 

investigated area. 
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Summary 
 
Archaeology South-East was commissioned to undertake an archaeological Watching Brief at 
Badgers Oast, Beechingwood Lane, Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent. The archaeological work 
comprised monitoring of the removal of existing brick walls thought to relate to a former oast, 
followed by machine excavation for a new basement. 
 
No archaeological features or artefacts were found on the site, but a late 19th to early 20th floor 
and possible wall remnants were revealed. No evidence of the previous oast house roundel was 
encountered. Rather, the existing walls removed as part of the groundworks proved to be of 
modern date and  comprising a folly or garden feature, perhaps built as late as the 1990s. 
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