
Lecturer 
Address Phone E:/website 

Equipment required, Availability, Fees & 
Transport 

Subject 

Guy Bartlett 
Maidstone 
07960 449494 (after 6pm please) 
mr.guy.bartlett@gmail.com 
website: www.guyinthesky.co.uk 
 

In person or zoom 
Kent, Essex, East Sussex 

Fee: £100 (plus travel at 50p a mile) for an 
hour face-to-face with Q&A after.  
£75 for 1 hour zoom presentation with Q&A 
after 
Has all his own equipment, he just needs a 
blank wall or screen (wall always preferred) 
to project onto, and a small table. 
Very limited daytime slots; prefers weekday 
evenings 

The History of The Delta Deterrent -The Avro Vulcan  
The History of the Red Arrows - my most popular 
presentation  
The History of Aviaton in Kent Icon of the Skies - The 
History of Concorde  
How the 747 Got Its Hump  
Stealth Aircraft  
The Battle of Britain  
The Dambusters & Barnes Wallis  
The SAS in Action - Iranian Embassy Siege  
Supersonic Cover-Up? What really happened when 
Concorde crashed  
Donald Campbell - British Record Breaker 

Emma Batten 
01303 621371 
https://www.emmabattenauthor.com/ 

Contact her The history of Romney Marsh as seen through her novels 

Dr Ian C Beavis  
Tunbridge Wells Museum   
Civic Centre   
Mount Pleasant   
Tunbridge Wells   
TN1 1JN  
Tel: 01892 554171   
E: ian.beavis@tunbridgewells.gov.uk 

  The Story of Tunbridge Wells 
 Town & Country Happily Blended (Georgian 

Tunbridge Wells) 
 Decimus Burton (Architect) & the Renaissance of 

Tunbridge Wells 
 Victorian Tunbridge Wells 
 Early tourists in the High Weald 
 The Life & Times of Sir David Salomons (inventor & 

motoring pioneer) 
 The Historic Parks of Tunbridge Wells 
 Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons (History & 

Natural History) 
 Charles Tattershall Dodd, Artist of Tunbridge Wells 
 The Camden portraits – the family & the pictures 
 Honour to Science and Art (Henry Peach Robinson 

and the photographic tradition in Tunbridge Wells) 
 Tunbridge Wells Museum and its Collections 
 Tunbridge Ware (Tunbridge Wells’ traditional 

souvenir wood mosaic) 
 The Natural History of the High Weald 
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 Butterflies of Tunbridge Wells and District 
 Bees & their conservation 

Stuart Bligh 
Eltham, London 
Phone: 07949 377526 
stuart.bligh@hotmail.co.uk 
ex-Kent county archivist and National Maritime 
Museum 

In person or zoom 
Anywhere in Kent 
Fee: £70 
Equipment required: a data projector that 
connects to a laptop 

Maritime Kent – the talk highlights Kent’s rich maritime 
heritage from the Dover Bronze Age boat and the 
Roman period through to the Spanish Armada and the 
naval dockyards  
William Harrison of Harrietsham – Clipper Ship Captain 
Kent and Trafalgar – Kent’s links with the famous sea 
battle 

Dr John Bulaitis 
john.bulaitis@canterbury.ac.uk 
 

Contact for details 
Zoom or in person 

The Curious Rural Revolt: Kentish Tithe Wars of the 1930s 
Battle of the Hop Fields (1881–6) 
Gamekeeper turned Poacher: Frank Allen, Canterbury 
Cathedral’s Tithe Collector (1902-39) 
The respectable fascist: George Christopher Solley, Mayor of 
Sandwich (1919-1940) 
The Pub Landlord: The extraordinary life of Thomas Williams, 
landlord of the Bricklayers’ Arms, Shepherdswell (1910-26) 
The British Union of Fascists in Kent (1932-1940) 

Christoph Bull 
Gravesend 
Phone: 07702 287147 
Christoph.bull@talktalk.net 
www.christophbull.co.uk  

Most of Kent 
Equipment: will use that provided, but does 
have own 
Fee: £80 + mileage 
In person or zoom 
Parking space appreciated 
Morning/afternoon/evening provided pre-
booked 
 
NB/ Also does local guided walks 

* Chalk Parish - Marshes, midges and medicine 
Chalk Parish’s social Revolution 1918-1939 
Chalk Parish from rural to suburb 1950-2000 
* Swanscombe: Puritans, politics & pollution 
* Shorne Parish - saints, sinners & scenery. 
* Northfleet's Secret History 
* The forgotten parish Denton, near Gravesend. 
* Folklore of Chalk Parish: things that go bump in the parish 
* Neumünster - Gravesham's twin town in Germany: 
historical twins 
* Do vampires really exist in Transylvania (about Romanian 
history) 
* "The good, the bad & the ugly": The amusing story of 
Kentish public libraries                                      
* Gravesend: Gateway to the Thames 
* Dirty Dartford… 
* Dickens in Gravesham 
* Dickens in Kent 
* Gravesham’s ancient parishes 
*Gravesend comes of age-the clock tower and the town in 
the 1880s 
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*Scotland & Gravesham 
* From Grot to Great: Gravesend Library’s transformation 
* Our Thames from Dartford to Grain 
* Some Real Kentish Ghost stories (not illustrated) 
* Pocahontas – the non-Disney story 
* The Kaiser’s War?? – a German perspective on the First 
World War 
* Cobham Parish - A Kentish Gem. 
* Stone near Dartford – the tale of the incredible shrinking 
parish. 
* Greenhithe to Grayhithe and back again  (a talk about 
Greenhithe’s history) 
* Amazing Swanscombe, Greenhithe and Neumünster – Kent 
and Germany during World War One 
* Grim Gravesend – a guided walk or an illustrated talk about 
the sad, mad and bad of the town- tales of poverty disease 
and crime. 
* Who’s who in Hoo – a journey through the Hoo peninsula” 
* “The only one that got away” – the story of a German POW 
escape from Kent in 1915 and the amazing adventure which 
took him from China via America to Gravesend. 
* Some Gravesham Characters – Famous & Forgotten people 
who have shaped the borough’s story (illustrated talk) 
*Kent from Reformation to Restoration 
 
New Talks 
*Borley Rectory (the most haunted house in England): 
Haunted or humbug 
*Gravesend the day before yesterday (the town’s 
transformation over the last 70 years) 
*Gravesend in the 1920s 
*Northfleet the day before yesterday (the town’s 
transformation over the last 70 years) 
*Northfleet’s past from A to Z 
*Dartford the day before yesterday (the town’s 
transformation over the last 70 years) 
*Dartford’s past from A to Z 



*The Griffin, horse & harp – the Earls of Darnley at Cobham 
Hall & their Irish connections. 
*Myths & Legends of Gravesham & Dartford 
*Dartford Rural Rides: Darent valley delights 
*Dartford Rural Rides: West Kingsdown to Southfleet 
*Dartford & the Tudors 
*Ebbsfleet and all that… (about the garden city) 
*Swanscombe’s Broadness Peninsula-Cement, paper & poo
  
*Ifield & Singlewell-separated and divided-story of a small 
parish in the modern world 
*Luddesdown-obscurity in the landscape of NW Kent 
*Gravesham’s Royal visitors 
*Great Gravesham women-(important local women & their 
stories) 

John Bunyard 
https://oldbunyardskentpride.com 
 

Zoom 
Contact speaker 

Old Bunyard’s Kent Pride … an adventure in Kentish history 

Major Gordon Corrigan 
07703 356073  
gordoncorrigan@btinternet.com  
 
https://gordoncorrigan.com 
 

Contact speaker The Silk Road 
The American Civil War (2 lectures) 
The Art of War – and where they got it wrong (the history of 
military portraiture) 
Gurkhas – Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 
The Hundred Years War 
The Wars of the Roses 
The Defeat of the Spanish Armada 
Waterloo- the Battle for Europe 
Wellington, the Man 
Genghis Khan and the Making of an Empire 
Myth and Reality in the Great War 
(see web site for more topics) 

Imogen Corrigan 
01303 240026 / 245727 or 07753 169583 
imogencorrigan@outlook.com 
 
http://www.medieval-lecture.com/ 

In person or zoom 
Nationwide 
Equipment: brings all the necessary equipment 
Fee: £75 
See her online diary 

Many – choice under these broad headings: 
Artists 
Early Medieval 
Medieval 
Religious History 
Sacred Art & Architecture 
Manuscripts 
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Other 

Martin Crowther 
Canterbury, Kent 
07434 588297 
martinjcrowther@gmail.com 
 
has own handling collection that he can bring to 
lectures 

In person or zoom 
East and mid Kent 
Fee: £75 (plus petrol from Canterbury at 
40p/mile) 
Equipment: Will bring projector, laptop and 
extensions lead. Prefer if venue can provide a 
screen 
Availability: contact speaker 

Chaucer’s Medieval Pilgrims 
A History of Toys and Games 
Rupert Bear and Friends 
An illustrated history of Christmas 
Cabinets of Curiosity 
A history of Canterbury in a little less than 100 objects 
A history of Kent in a little less than 100 objects 
Founding America – Cushman, Canterbury and the 
Mayflower voyage 

Tudor Davies 
Springhill,  
Leafy Grove,  
Keston BR2 6AH 
Tel: 01689 855744 
Email:  tdkeston@hotmail.co.uk 

Equipment: contact speaker for details 
Fees: no fees would accept a small gift to 
Bromley Borough Local History Society 
Travel to places in west Kent 
Zoom: yes but prefer in person 

 

1. Wickham Court a fortified manor house [1467] and 
its occupiers to 1928 

2. The condition of England in mid 15th Century 
referring to the Heydon and Paston families of 
Norfolk 

3. Humphrey Repton’s work in Bromley Kent 
4. High Elms and the Lubbock family 1808 – 1939 
5. Rise and Decline of the Congregational Church 

Widmore Road Bromley  
6. The building of a Villa suburbs South Hill Estate 

Bromley 
7. Landscape History and Keston Common Bromley 
8. A Village School Archive as a source of local and 

National history 

James Dickinson 
Hailsham, East Sussex 
Phone: 01323 831579 
Jamesdickinson1921@gmail.com  

https://jamesdickinson1921.wixsite.com/historytalks  

In person or zoom 
Equipment: requires slide screen 
Will travel throughout Kent, Surrey & Sussex 
Fee: £65 and above depending on travel time 
with max. £100 unless distant travel 
Mornings/afternoons/evenings 

English medieval history 1066-1485 including: 
The changing fortunes of the Cinque Ports 
Dover Castle: a fortress down the ages 
The Medieval Castle and Cathedral City of Rochester 
Pevensey Castle: its intriguing history and changing fortunes 
William the Conqueror: a justified invader 
Stephen and Matilda 
King Henry II and the Empire of the Devil 
King John and Magna Carta 
King Henry III and the Battle of Lewis 
King Edward II and the She-Wolf: a tale of intrigue and 
betrayal 
King Richard II and the Peasants’ Revolt 
King Henry V and the Long Road to Agincourt 
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The In-Laws: Princess Joan of Kent and John of Gaunt, Duke 
of Lancaster 
Margaret Beaufort: ‘My Lady the King’s Mother’ 
Margaret of Anjou: ‘A Strong and Great Laboured Woman’ 
Richard III, the last of the Plantagenets and the coming of the 
Tudors 

Dr Geoff Doel   
Middle Cowldown Cottage 
27 Nargate Street 
Littlebourne 
CT3 1UH                                              
01227 721972             geoffdoel@btinternet.com  

Contact speaker 
Most places in Kent (lift to station to/from 
evening talks ie need to make last train/bus to 
Canterbury); can do mornings/afternoons 
Equipment: require laptop connected to 
projector, plus screen. If necessary can bring 
own laptop, but easier bring memory stick 
Fee: £80 + travel (neg. for small groups) 

Kit Marlowe of Canterbury, playwright & spy 

Kent Mummers Plays  
The Kent Hooden Horse  
The Traditional Kent Christmas  
Legendary Kent  
Kent Folksong, Singers & Collectors  
The Green Man  
Hopping Down in Kent  
The Turning Year – Kent Seasonal Customs  
Jane Austen & Kent 

Simon Elliott 
Maidstone 
Phone: 07711 387084 
simon.elliott@sentinelcommunications.co.uk  
http://www.simonelliott20.com/  

In person (if travel costs covered); zoom 
Equipment: require projector and laptop 
Fee: £100 + travel 
Mornings/afternoons/evenings 

Ragstone to Riches: Roman London built from limestone 
quarried in the upper Medway Valley 
All Roman and ancient world 

Patsy Erskine-Hill 
Charing 
peh@quikmail.co.uk  

Contact speaker The Golden Age of Piracy 
 
(numerous other talks) 

Jonathan Fenner     j.d.fenner@talk21.com  Contact speaker Medway Meanderings: architectural and social history of the 
Medway valley 

Robert (Rob) Flood 
07776 170751 
rob@feetontheground.co.uk  
or City of Rochester Society’s website 

Contact speaker Rob is an informed and entertaining speaker specializing in 
the lesser-known (but equally fascinating) parts of both 
Rochester and Chatham, an area known as ‘Chatham Intra’, 
or simply now as ‘Intra’.  In his ‘day job’ Rob is heavily 
involved with the media and recently he has been 
instrumental in the production of a short film about ‘Intra’. 

Wendy Fraser 
St Margaret’s at Cliffe 
01304 853805 
waf2028@gmail.com 
https://www.wendyfraser.co.uk/section845008.html 
 

In person, not zoom 
Approx 20 miles, contact speaker 
Fee: £60 + travel (mileage over 15 miles at 44p 
per mile) 
Equipment required: screen and projector 
During winter months prefer daytime 

A Walk Around St Margaret’s at Cliffe & St Margaret’s Bay 
A History of the Granville Hotel, St Margaret’s Bay 
A Visit to Florence, Italy 
A Visit to Venice, Italy  
Secrets Beneath Siena, Italy 
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A Visit to Bury St Edmunds - Shrine of the King, Cradle of the 
Law 

Brian Freeland 
Arundel, West Sussex 
01903 954248; 07752 616634 
brianofwemyss@hotmail.com  
www.brianfreeland.co.uk  

Includes coming to Kent 
Prefer in person; for zoom – contact speaker 
Equipment required: table for books; screen 
(for powerpoints); hands-free mike if thought 
needed 
Fee: c.£90 inclusive 
Morning/afternoon/evenings 

See details on website 

Melanie Gibson-Barton    
Phone: 07900 637171       
mgibsonbarton@toonstelling.com  
www.toonstelling.com  

Residence: south Kent and will travel any 
distance 
Equipment: has all own equipment, including 
sound system 
In person or zoom (has own account) 
Fee: £90 (inclusive of travel) + parking fee; if 
beyond Kent, modest travel fee; reduced fee 
for zoom talks 
Mornings/afternoons/evenings 

Ostend – much more than just fish and flip flops 
The Life and Times of Edith Cavell 
Eva Braun – victim or contriver? 
Murder, Madness and Mayhem? - The Belgian Royal Family 
Suffragettes and Suffragists – votes for women 
Three Women, One Man – glamour, wealth and heartbreak 
Elizabeth Barton – The Maid of Kent – 1506-1534 
The History of Morris Dancing 
And so to Ted - a history of Teddies and other bears 
Bruges – it’s more than just chocolate 
Parks and Gardens of Flanders – exploring eclectic Flemish 
gardens 
Wandering in Flanders Fields – WWI and more 
A Spy for Love – a story of espionage 
Passchendaele to Peace Did the War Really End in 1918? – 
WWI to WWII 
Uncovering the Treasures of Bruges – art, architecture and 
more 
Ten (and more!) Famous Belgians 
Wandering on the Somme – WWI and more 
NB/ Further titles on website 

Julia Hickey 
Yorkshire 
https://thehistoryjar.com 
 

Zoom only 
See website 

Introduction to the manorial system 

Jeremy Hodgkinson 
Crawley, West Sussex 
Phone: 01293 886278 
jshodgkinson@hodgers.com  

Travel up to 100 miles 
Equipment: requires digital projector, screen, 
extension cable 
In person or zoom 

Talks relating to the Wealden Iron Industry and to Iron 
Firebacks 
See website 
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https://jshodgkinson.co.uk/talks  Fee: £60 + travel @ 20p/mile 

Steve Hoskins 
shhp@btinternet.com               

Contact speaker 
Fee: £55 + expenses 

Doing our bit 

Len Howell 
Shepherdswell/Dover 
Phone: 07966 807028 or 01304 830284 
len.serefe@gmail.com 
 

In person only 
Anywhere in east Kent, further afield at extra 
cost 
Fee: £50 
Can provide all equipment, parking space near 
venue appreciated 
Most evenings, daytime sometimes work 
restrictions 

Dover Castle 
The Cinque Ports 
The Battle of Sandwich in 1217 
Fortitude – The Secret Success of D-Day 
Rehearsing Armageddon – the regional seats of government 
and Fallex 62 
The Mildrith Legend and the holy early royal family of Kent 
Decoding the Mappa Mundi – the medieval view of their 
world 

Jason Hulott 
Tel 01843 831088 
Mob 07940 521056 
Web https://medievalswordschool.co.uk 

In person in the South East 
Based Westgate on Sea with a Medieval Martial 
Arts school in Canterbury 
Fee: talk £50; ½ day hands-on workshop £150 
[max. 10 attendees] 

Different medieval combat systems as well as medieval self 
defence.  

Peter Joyce 
Rochester 
paj7@canterbury.ac.uk 
07857886591 

In person or zoom 
Any distance 
Donation plus Travel at 40p per mile 
Does not have audio equipment, will need to be 
supplied if required 
Day or evening is fine 

Father Dolling and the slums of Portsmouth.  
St Michael and All Angels, Cuxton.  
Rev Caleb Parfect of Strood, Cuxton and Shorne.  
The SPCK workhouses of Medway.  
The Rectors of Cuxton and their works.  
St Maximillian Kolbe.  
The work of a University Chaplain.  
The disruptive conjunction of a mature student. 

Prof David Killingray 
72 Bradbourne Rd 
Sevenoaks 
TN13 3QA 
Phone: 01732 453008 
dmkillingray@hotmail.com 

In person or zoom 

50 miles, but depends on the occasion and 
the potential size of the audience, plus 
standard fare/mileage cost. 
Fee: Donation to a ‘Third World’ charity of 
my choice. 
Equipment required: projector and screen 
Available most week days, most times 

Researching and writing local history  
18-20 century local history – social, economic, political, 
and cultural aspects 
the slave trade and slavery  
the Black diaspora, and immigrant communities  
Kent and south east England   
Sub-saharan African local history 

Brian Laverick-Smith 
Deal 
Phone: 07710 561075 
brianlav@sky.com  

In person 
Travel up to 50 miles 
Fee: £50 (donation to cancer research) + 
25p/mile 
Equipment: screen required 

Thirty years of bother on the Hover 
Mountain Mentality 
The Lady and the Mountain 
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Contact speaker 
Morning/afternoon/evening (Oct to March inc) 

Sophie Leathart 
 
sophie.leathart@gmail.com 
 

In person or zoom 
Fee: £75 + travel 
Brings own equipment 
Contact speaker 

Finding Constance Spry 
 
And other gardening history talks 

Rod Legear 
Ashford 
01233 501191 
r.legear@btinternet.com 
 

In person; zoom only if necessary 
Most of Kent 
Fee: £50 donation to the Rhodes Minnis Cat 
Sanctuary 
Equipment required: screen or blank wall; table 
to put projector and laptop on and an 
extension lead 

Underground Kent 
Underground Thanet 
The Story of Chislehurst Caves 
Chalk Mining in Kent 
History from the Air 

Doug Lindsay 
doug.lindsay2@btinternet.com     

Fee: £55 
Contact speaker 

Kent and East Sussex Railway, then and now 

Wilf Lower 
9 Woodcut 
Penenden Heath 
Maidstone ME14 2EQ 
Phone: 01622 675076 
07801 552866 
euroevent@btinternet.com 
wilf.lower@btinternet.com   

Equipment: he can supply, including screen but 
prefer to use venue’s screen etc; has 
appropriate Public Liability Insurance 
Fee: £80 (inclusive within 20 miles Maidstone; 
20 to 50 miles distant ‘excess mileage’ at 
45p/mile; over 50 miles – contact speaker) 
In person, not zoom 
No specific limits on distance 
Mornings/afternoons/evenings 

Don’t Sneeze at the Microphone 
Lost Empires: the last days of Music Hall & Variety 
Behind the Scenes of Televisions ‘Golden Years’ 
Under Billowing Sails: the Romance & Reality of Tallships 
Broadly Speaking: the Reality of Holidays Afloat! 
Medway Tales: from the Dividing River 

Dr Tim Mason 
01329 844426 
countrysidetim@gmail.com 
 

In person, not zoom 
Travel any distance 
Fee: negotiable, usually £50 + 40p per mile 
travel 
Equipment required: lapel mic + sound system 
if room needs it; screen; laptop and digital 
projector (can supply if required) 
Contact speaker 

Plagues and Pestilence: Past and Present. 
Smallpox, Rabies, Plague, Polio, Malaria 

Michael Meekums 
Sidcup 
orparchsoc@yahoo.co.uk 
website: www.odas.org.uk  

In person or zoom 
Kent  
Fee: £40 + travel costs 
Equipment required: laptop, projector, screen, 
but if necessary can bring own 

(a) Scadbury Moated Manor, Chislehurst 
(b) Orpington from Palaeolithic to Tudor times 

Pre booked guided tours for groups of the foundations 
of Scadbury Moated Manor, Chislehurst 
Also, Poverest Roman Bathhouse, St Mary Cray 

Howard Myers Fee: donation History of firefighting in Kent 
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07429 990042             
londonfbuk@aol.com                  

No equipment except screen required 
Contact speaker 

National Coastwatch Institution  
JOHN.KEEBLE@btinternet.com 

Fee: donation  

Robert Ogley 
Sevenoaks 
Phone: 01959 562972 
bob@bobogley.plus.com  
www.frogletspublications.co.uk  

Anywhere in Kent 
Equipment: not required by speaker, except 
perhaps mic 
In person 
Morning/afternoon/evening 

Story of RAF Biggin Hill   
The Great Storm of 1987   
Doodlebugs and Rockets  
Kent in the 20th Century   
Kent in the 19th Century  
My Life as a Newspaper Reporter  

Wayne Perkins 
07702 495518 
wayne.michael.perkins@gmail.com 
 

In person or zoom 
Fee: £50 negotiable depending on travel 
expenses 
Contact speaker 

Church Graffiti 
 
(can organise guided tour) 

Anthony Poulton-Smith 
Phone: 01827 735832 
anthony_poulton_smith@hotmail.com  
www.poultonsmith.co.uk/talk.html  

Equipment: required perhaps projector, screen 
Based Tamworth, Staffs, will travel anywhere in 
England 
In person or zoom 
Fee: £110, no travel expenses 
Morning/afternoon/evening + at short notice 

Origins of Place Names 
Origins of Pub Names  
Not the Normal Paranormal 
Privies 
Animal Myths 
Gunpowder Plot 
Humorous Etymologies 
The Saxon Era 
Talking Butts 
Salt Routes 
Watling Street 
Fastener Industry 
Ley Lines 
Lost Lines 
Brand Name Origins 
Food Etymologies 
Crime on the Canals 
Fire 
Time 
Classic Toys 
The Letter H 
Stupid Moments in History 
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Forgotten Holidays 
A – Z Words You’ll Never Hear Again 
Clothing Etymologies 
Old Wives Tales 
Beer Names 
Old English to Modern English 
Colloquialisms 
Foreign Words in English 
Gobbledegook 
What’s Cool 
William Ewart Gladstone 
History of the Joke 
Bird Myths and Mysteries 
And many other etymologies 

Hubert Pragnell 
12 Meadow Road 
Canterbury 
CT2 8EU 
01227 452298 
07850 864757 
hubert_pragnell@yahoo.co.uk 
 

In person; zoom last resort 
Across Kent and into London boroughs 
Equipment: requires projector, laptop and 
screen, but prefers to project onto wall 
Fee: £50 to £70 + travel expenses 
Mornings/afternoons/evenings 

Various topics including: buildings or work specific architects 
C16 to C20 
Industrial/railway architecture 
Architecture as represented in paintings etc eg of Canaletto, 
Turner 
Specialised knowledge London architecture 

Bob Preedy 
bobpreedy@yahoo.co.uk      

Fee: £55 Battersea Funfair   
The Man behind Dreamland 

Mrs Laura Probert 
Ramsgate 
Phone: 01843 599229 
lauraprobert@btinternet.com 
 

In person, not done zoom but a possibility 
Anywhere in Kent easily accessible by train. Do 
not drive and cannot walk far as disabled. 
Fee: £30 to cover travelling expenses 
Equipment required: white wall or screen; 
projector 
Prefer afternoons but prefer not to travel home 
on trains in rush hour. Need venue that is 
disabled friendly as I can’t manage many steps 

On the trail of Samuel Pepys through the City of London 
Edwardian Thanet 
Homage to Harriet- early women aviators before WW1 
Tin Hats and Tea cakes- what my mother did during the 
war 
Sausage Legs- a celebration of 250 years of digging 
The clifftop Amazon – Story of Ramsgate’s benefactress 
Dame Janet Stancomb-Wills 
The Temperance movement in East Kent – an uphill 
struggle 
A hotbed of Revolution!  – Women’s Suffrage campaign 
in Kent 

mailto:hubert_pragnell@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bobpreedy@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:lauraprobert@btinternet.com


From Diva to Dissident -Women’s guide to Berlin 
through lives of some remarkable women who helped 
to shape the city’s history 

Gillian Rickard 
grkentgen@aol.com 
 
website: KENTGEN.COM  

In person, not zoom 
30 miles radius from Canterbury 
Fee: £60 + travel expenses 
Equipment required: slide projector, carousel 
(or similar) and screen; lectern with light; if 
possible table for displays 

Using settlement records to research family history in Kent 
Emigration from Kent in the 19th century 
Records of vagrants, gypsies and travellers in Kent 
Lives of vagrants, gypsies and travellers in Kent 
Using probate records to research family history 

Keith Roberts Zoom: yes and in person The Polite Austrian ( Egon Troha)  
Shepherdswell in WW1 
Skeletons in Your Cupboard (How to research your family 
tree)  
The History of Shepherdswell 

Stuart Robinson 
Sevenoaks 
01732 762942 or 07535 146236 
sciprobinson@yahoo.com 
 

In person, not zoom 
Travel 20 mile radius 
Fee: £60 
Equipment needed: tables plus screen (can 
bring own screen if necessary) 
No restrictions on day/time 
Contact speaker 

Curiosities of the City of London (1 of 2 talks) 
City of London Churches 
The City of London – the Dark Side of the City 
The London of Charles Dickens 
The Plague City and the Plague Village 
The River Thames – London’s Liquid History 
Whitechapel 1888 – A Year of Murder – An Age of Poverty 
London 1666 – Plague, War and Fire 

Dr Anne Sassin 
 
anne.sassin@kentdowns.org.uk 
 

In person or zoom 
No fee 
Equipment required: no projector 
Contact speaker 

Recent digs at Lullingstone 
LiDAR images of the Darent Valley 

Rod Shelton 
 
rodshelton@greenbee.net 
 

In person or zoom 
Fee: £60 
Equipment required: probably everything – 
contact speaker 

From Cardboard to Castle 
 
(and other talks) 

Mary Smith 
Maidstone 
Tel : 01622 736037; 07931 718532 
marysmithjones@hotmail.com  

Anywhere in Kent 
In person or zoom 
Screen required 
Fee: £75 
Morning/afternoon/evening 

A Schoolgirl's War:  Life at Maidstone Girls' Grammar School 
during WWll 

Alan Stockwell 
bandastockwell@tiscali.co.uk          

Fee: £75 Kent Theatre in the time of Jane Austen 

Martin Stoneham In person or zoom The Bailey bridge at Lullingstone 

mailto:grkentgen@aol.com
mailto:sciprobinson@yahoo.com
mailto:anne.sassin@kentdowns.org.uk
mailto:rodshelton@greenbee.net
mailto:marysmithjones@hotmail.com
mailto:bandastockwell@tiscali.co.uk


Chatham area 
martin@stoneham.org 
 

Fee: £40 
Equipment required: has no projector 
Contact speaker 

Colin Varrall                   colinvarrall@outlook.com  
07545 586887 
www.elvingtonandeythorneheritage.org.uk  
 

Up to 50 miles from Deal 
Has own equipment 
Days & evenings, depending on availability 
Fee: donations 
In person or zoom 

Richborough Port 
Kent Coal Mining 
Deal, Walmer & Kingsdown Lifeboats 

Andrew Wall 
Tel: 07979 113994        
has a website 

Hawkinge area? My life as a Royal Marine Bandsman on The Royal Yacht 
Britannia 

Jenny Watson-Bore 
Gravesend 
jennywatsonbore@icloud.com 
 

In person or zoom 
Contact speaker 

Pilgrimage on the Old Dover Road 
Pocahontas and Gravesend 

Claire Weiss 
 
claireweiss@hotmail.com 
 

In person or zoom 
Fee: £40 – no car so accessible by train 
Equipment needed: everything for PowerPoint 
as will bring memory stick 

Lady Zoe Hart Dyke and the Lullingstone Silk Farm 

Cressida Williams 
Canterbury 
Phone: 01227 865330 
Cressida.williams@canterbury-cathedral.org  

Any area in Kent 
Equipment: can supply if required – contact 
speaker 
Fee: contact speaker 
In person or zoom 
Morning/afternoon/evenings 

Collections of the Cathedral Archives and Library  
illuminated manuscripts 
Magna Carta and Canterbury  
other local history topics by arrangement 

Vince Williams 
halloweenvince@aol.co.uk 

Folkestone area St Martin's Church Cheriton (An illustrated history of 
Folkestone's oldest church (Saxon) and only Grade I listed 
building) 
A Brief History of Cheriton (A history of some of Cheriton's 
past and present businesses and buildings and churches) 
Another Look at Cheriton (A history of more of Cheriton's 
past and present shops and businesses and churches, 
including maps) 
Old Cheriton (A combination of the above two talks but just 
focussing on the older buildings in Cheriton) 
Folkestone, Cheriton & Shorncliffe Camp in the First World 
War 

mailto:martin@stoneham.org
mailto:colinvarrall@outlook.com
http://www.elvingtonandeythorneheritage.org.uk/
mailto:jennywatsonbore@icloud.com
mailto:claireweiss@hotmail.com
mailto:Cressida.williams@canterbury-cathedral.org
mailto:halloweenvince@aol.co.uk


Folkestone's Churches Part 1 (As there are so many churches 
and chapels, this talk is split into 3 parts and covers all 
denominations) 
Folkestone's Churches Part 2 
Folkestone's Churches Part 3 
Folkestone's Pleasure Gardens Theatre (An illustrated talk on 
the former Art Treasures Exhibition that became a Theatre) 
Fictional Folkestone - (How authors have depicted the town 
across the years) 
The History of Folkestone Rotary Club (A talk on the 100 
years of service given by the Rotary organisation to the town 
of Folkestone) 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 


