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WARRIOR BURIALS FOUND

The excavation ofa
Late Tron Age and
Early Rom an site at
Brisley Fam ,
Chilm mgton Green,
Achford,Kent.

n 1999 Archaeology
South East, the com -
mercial contracts divi-
sion of University
College London Field
Archaeology Unit,
undertook an evaluation
over an area ¢350m by 250m
n extent on a sie mow
known as “Chartfields”) locat-
ed c3km to the south of
Achford town centre to be
developed forhousingby W ard
Hom es. The ocation is shown
overleaf. Archaeological w ork
on the site hasbeen funded by
W ard Hom es.

The site is siuated on
poorly draned W eald Clay soilsat38m
OD, (TQ 9920 4020). There are no
rivers In the immediate vichity,
though i lies at the watershed
betw een the riversM edw ay and Stour.
Inm ediately to the north-w est of the
site isa significanthill form ed from an
outlier of Greensand. The land has
been ploughed durig the last 50
years. The Westhawk Fam early
Rom an cross-roads settlem ent site,
also w ith evidence for Late Tron Age
activity, lies c.750m to the east of this
site.

Four separate excavations (phased
wih the developm ent program m e)
have been carried out by Archaeology
South East at the site sihce 1999, of

STOP PRESS

YourAGM nfom ation
(and AnnualReport) is mside
- we hope to see you there!

The late rn ageburialdham ber .

which the latest (phases 3 and 4),
com pleted on the 15% of February
2002 follow ng eightm onthsof field-
work covering an area of c250m by
80m , is the lamgest so far. The
m achne stripping revealed a spatial-
I extensive, mtensively developed
and rwhtively short-lived Late Tron
Age site wih evidence for activity
contihuing mto the early Rom an
period. Tidal pottery dating sug-
gests occupation and activity on the
site from c200BC to 100AD w ith evi-
dence fora possible Bronze Age field
system beneath. Fig. 1 shows the

Part of the collecttin of brcken pottery
found i thegraves.

pre-excavation plan of phases
3and 4.

Initial results mdicate
woodland clearance in the
Bronze Age followed by a
series of separate enclosures of
Late Tron Age date, defined by
aurving ditches and gullies
and encom passing a num ber
of possble roundhouse sites.
During the 15t century BC and
nto the 15 century AD the
boundaries of som e of these
enclosures’ were re-defined,
som etin es as many as four
tim es, until the neighbouring
enclsure w as reached and no
further space w as available.

Into this Late Tron Age
settled and aulivated land-
scape tw o high status extend-
ed mhumation burils were
placed. The firstof these War-
riorburials’ was that of a
young adulm alew ith head to
the south, wihin a possble ‘offin’
and accom panied by a sword, spear,
chield, brooch, butt beaker, cup, plate
and pig’s head. This grave was
enclosed by a square ditch and possibly
covered by a mound. The second
square-ditched burial was also of a
young adult m al, head to the north,
also within a possble offn’ and
accom panied by a long sword, spear
and shield w ith onebuttbeaker, (dated
10-30AD). It appears that this second
grave, the m ore m onum ental of the
tw 0, becam e the focalpont forthe cre-
ation of a rectangular diched enclo-
sure w ith an entrance way onto a In-
ear ditched trackway to the south.
Large quantities of broken pottery, cre-
m ated and unbumt anin albone w ere
deposited I the re-cut south ditchesof
the two burials and w ithin the ditches
that form ed the sides to the rectangu -
lar enclosure. Other sinificant
deposits of crem ated anim al bone,
som e w ithin whole vessels have been

aontinued on page 2
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found outside this rectangular enclo-
sure and it is probable that m uch of
these Yffering’ deposits date to the
early Rom an period when setflem ent
activity m the In m ediate vichity m ay
have been sign ifican tly reduced.

Work on the post-excavation
assessm ent has comm enced. The
assistance of W ard Hom es and their
staff (both from the m ah office and
on site) is gratefully acknow ledged, as
is the advice and assistance of Kent
County CouncilH eritage Conservation
Unit and Dr. Sue Ham ilton of UCL
Thstiute of Archaeology.

Tnterin Report, Féoruary 2002

CASPER JOHN SON
INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY,UN IVER -
SITY COLLEGE LONDON

Do you know
your fstops,
focal lengths
and filters?

housands of listed buildings n
Kent are beng photographed
this summer for English
Heritage's Im ages of England
profct. By the end of 2002, a
com prehensive collection of up-
to-the-m hute inages of Kent's built
heritage will form one of the world’s
largest free on-Ine picture Ibraries. The
progEct s mn by the National
M onum ents Record, the public archive
of English Heritage, and ain s to m ake
inform ation and im ages of Englnd’s
370,000 listed buidings accessble via
the intemet.

Listed buidings n Kent to be pho-

tographed mclude:

Cannon on plnth,M aidstone

Hubert Fountain, Victoria
Park,Ashford

The New
Fokestone

The Royal Oak Hotel,
Sevenoaks

K1 Telephone Kiosk, Nevill
Gate, Tunbridge W ells

Monument to 41 Kentish
M artyrs, Canterbury

Som e of the early i ages taken

for Images of England are currently
displayed on the proEct’s
prototype w ebsite, www In agesofeng -
land orguk . This seeks feedback from
w ebsite visitors which will help to fur-
ther develop the digial database.

M etropole,

Theplan ofthearea

Brisley Farm,
Ashford,
Kent

Visitors can send their com m ents to the
profctdirectly through an on-lne feed -
back fom .

Could you help?

Volunteers are needed n Ashford,
Canterbury, Dover,M aidstone, Shepw ay,
Sw ale, Thanetand Tunbridge W ells. You
w Illbe are asked to attend a briefing ses-
sion held at a venue close to w here you
live, where you w ill be given advice on
photographing listed buidigs and
dentifying them 1 the field. You will
photograph buildings in your local
parish usihga35mm cam era, takig one
shot of each. You will receive a list of
buidings the projct would lke pho-
tographed and a manual wih all the
do’s and don'ts’, also a photo-ID card
enabling hom eowners to identify you.
The project covers the cost of all reason -
abk travel expenses and m aps and also

supplies film & processing. You receive a
set of prints and m antain copyright of
your work, while English Heritage
m ahtansusage of the digitalin ages for
the w ebsite.

Form ore details contact Jan Foster
on 01793 414643 or email loevolun -
teers® wchm ecouk  orw rite to herat:

Im ages of England Propct, English
Heritage, NM R, Kem ble Drive, Sw lndon
SN2 2GZ

Below , eftand right: son eof the faschating
Subjdsaleady In the colledtion .




More
mysteries

e had a fantastic

response to one of the

n ystery’ photos n the

last New sletter. The

church’ w as of course,

the Archbishop’s Palace
at Charing, asm any of you, either
through personal experience, or
through reading Sarah Pearson'’s
excellent article In Archaeologia
Cantiana, pointed out. Sarah
w rites “the blocked w Indow lies
In the west wall of the hall, the
w Ing com Ing off the hall is the
porch, allof this of early 14% cen-
tury date. The octagonal brick
turret w ith w hite stone quois is
a late 15 century smairturret and
the low buildings (som e of w hich
I have never seen photos of
before) are postm edieval fam
buildings; those In the fore-
ground have gone” .

W ew ere not so ucky dentify-
ng the other in age; m any of you
have rem arked on the sign’ and
t@Eblesw ith seating provided, ask -
Ing if it could have been a pub.

DO YOU RECOGN ISE TH IS SPOT?

Pl antadt theeditrat 55 Stme Strest, TunbridgeW ells, Kent TN 1 2QU

Bill Penn remembered In Gravesend

e were very lucky in
Gravesend to have the
services of a rem arkable
man who dedicated a
trem endous am ount of
his tin e and energy to
the excavations at Springhead.
W illiam S Penn,orBillto hisloyal
band of am ateur archaeologists,
cam e on the scene In 1950 and

showed trem endous Interest
the excavations at that site. B1ill,
a member of the KAS and
Gravesend Historical Society,
soon took up the challenge of sci-
entifically excavating the site and
did so in a very thorough m anner
untilhisuntin ely death In 1968.

As m anager of the M ilton
Chantxy H eritage Centre and cus-

FOOFDECATRD ™
HE SEMORT OF

5. PENM Becy

todian of som e of the artefacts
from that tim e, I decided that it
would be appropriate to nam e
one of the room safterhin .

And so on the 12th Novem ber
last year a num ber of em lnent
archaeologists and historians
were gathered together to cele-
brate the dedication of the
plaque. I would lke to thank
those m em bers of the KAS who
cam e to Gravesend and partic-
ularly to thank the Society for

the ocontrdbbution i made
tow ards the bronze plaque.
Alan M Ridgers

The Heritage Centre is open
from M arch to Decem ber on
weekends and W ednesday to
Sunday from April to Septem ber.
Located In the Fort Gardens,
Com m ercial Place, Gravesend.
Sm all entrance charge. A visit
also affords the opportunity to
visit the New Tavem Fort, also
open during the sum m erm onths.

Thephoo isofM 1sW Ges, (marded o
Billatthetin ecfhisdeath), taken atthe
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New Books

Canterbury - 2000 Years of
History -M arprie Lyle

Tem pus Publishing £1599 0-
7524-1948X

A revised edition -
of this arhaeological
history of Canterbury
has been launched. The
book takes the city’s story
from its orighs around
50BC to the Big Dig i
2001. It is ilustrated by 88
b&w m aps, diagram s and pic-
tures, mostly from the
Canterbury Archaeological
Trust’s collections. Tks 27 colour
platesprovide an overview of this
unigque city’s Roman, Saxon,
Nom an, m edieval, post-dissoli-
tion , w artim e and m odem phases.

For today’s visitors there is a
w aker'sm ap and guide by period
and an up-to-date readmng list.
But as they enter the Cathedral
they will surely rem em ber one
coburplhlte show ing the w lndow -
less nave piled pulpit-high with
earth in September 1939 as
ordered by Dean Hew lett Johnson
to cushion the crypt and m onu-
m ents aganstbom b dam age!

KAS members can buy the
book ata £2 disounteitherat the
AGM orby com m unication direct
wih M arprielyle@ care4freenet
tel: 01227 765745 or 25
Rough Com m on
Road, Canterbury
CT2 9DL

Hollingboume -
The History of a ]
Kentish Parish N
Helen Allinson A
Synjn Books £14 .00
ncp&p. 0-904-37306-1
The author isan esab-
lished Jocal historian, hav-

The
Victoria
History

of the
Counties
of England

A1l available backlist volum es
in this series, renowned for its

g already produced tw o sucoess-
ful histories of the parishes of
Borden and Bredgar. 255 pages
long, the book
TMustrated w ith a
mix of pho-

tographs and
1 draw ings

fully
Indexed. The history
of the village is traced from
the earliest tin es to the end of the
20 century. Topics nclude life
on the m edieval m anor, paper
m ils and w ater m ills, education,
the struggle for survivalin the
face of m otorw ay and
Channel Tunnel
Raillnk. There

the Culpeper
fam iy who lived \

I.l-\.'h"-
are chapters on \ __-,w-'l-_“l.;.n..-'i" :

at Hollingboume
M anor, also
the Thomas ““,
and Duppa ‘\“
fam ilies. \
Available \
from Synjpn |
Books, 5 %
Hom estead |
View ,Borden, \
Sitngboume *
M E9 8JQ
Cheques
payable to
H .Allinson .

reputation as a work of reference
for English local history, are now
being distributed by Boydell &
Brewer Ltd. Begun In 1899, the
publication of about 3 new vol-
um es each year is gradually creat-
ng an encyclopaedic history of the
counties. Foreach county there is,
or is planned, a set of volum es,
containing general chapters on
subjcts such as prrehistory and
ecclesiastical and econom ic histo-
1y, and topographical chapters giv-
ng a com prehensive, fully refer-
enced account of each city, town
and village in the county. 14 coun-
ty sets have been com pleted; w ork

The Bootshoe Boys - Betty
Coton
£995 + postage of 87p 0-
9502423-9X
A faschating acoount of the
history of the Elham
Charity School from its
foundation in the 1720's
to the present day.
Iistrated w ith m any
b&w photographs
and fully ndexed.
Available from
Betty Coton, 10
Kitby's Lane,
Canterbury CT2
8AG or from
all good book-
sellers. (Also
now held in
the KAS Library
— seepage 14) .

Comm unity and Disunity -

Kent and the English Civil
Wars 1640-1649 Jacqueline

Eales1-904163-00-9
Keih Dickson Books
£4 99+ £2 .00 p&p.

4 local history lec-
tures: 1) The CvilW ar
In Kent 2) Tonbridge
and the Outbreak of
the English Civil
War 3) Thomas
W ilson and the
Prophane Town'’
of M aidstone 4)
The M ost
Hated M an In
K en t ?
Richard
Culm er
(c1597-1662) :

A Reconsideration .
Available from Keith
Dickson Books, Unit 9, The
Shipyard, Upper Brents,
Faversham M E13 7DZ tel: 01795
597800

is n progress on a further13.

The backlist volum es on Kent
1-3 (0712906061/07X/088) are
£35, as are all the other availble
ocounties volum es. From the
begiining of this m onth volum es
currently distrbuted by Oxford
University Press w ill be available.
A oomplete list, including the
transferred volum es and forth-
com Ing new titles is available
from :

Boydell & Brew er Ltd, PO Box
9,W oodbridge, Suffolk IP12 3DF

Tel: 01394 411320 e-mail:

boydell®e boydellacouk  website:
www boydelloouk



W ellyou were rightAlan, you
said there would be letters to the
KAS New dletter after your article.
Sowhy soglum ?’

The Bredgar coin hoard, no
onem entioned it.

They did in the Kent
Archaeological Review and in the
KASNew sletter (No.49) therewas
that letter about the Rom ans pos -
sibly landing at Faversham and
the letter about the tidal currents.
Then you had several faxes, letters
and debates. Everyone told you
thatyou werew rong.’

True, but no one m entioned
the Bredgar coin hoard

They m ade a great pomnt of
thehoard attheCKA conferenceat
Faversham (April 2001). You
w eren ‘t there, but a vastm ajrity
voted In favour of Richborough
being the Janding place.’

W hata surprise.

Only four n favourof Sussex.”

T'm am azed itw asthatm any.

You ‘re justan old m isery.The
vote w as overw helm ing.’

Yes.

Thatshow s the Invasion route
wasthrough Kent.

Don't be stupid. Shce when
do w e attem pt to reach consensus
view s In archaeology based on a
dem ocratic vote. Dem ocracy is a
very bad form ofgovemm ent...

You 're a fascist!’

Som e, perhaps m ost, of the
volunteers who work w ith m e on
archaeology sites m ay think that
and som e of m y students certain-
¥ do, but T hadn't finished the
sentence.Dem ocracy is a very bad
form of govemm ent....but all the
others are so m uch worse.Do you
belisve n Daw in’s Theory of
Evolution?’

Ofomurse.’

W ould it be true to say that
most people I W estemn Europe
m ore or less accept that theory.””

Twould think s0.’

There are states wihin the
United States of Am erica where
attem ptshave and are beingm ade
to stop the teach ng of that theory.
States w here the dem ocratic vote
has put those Into pow erw ho are
possibly even m ore bonkers’ than
som e archaeologists I oould
name.’

‘T see your pont.’

A m ajprity verdict is not nec-
essarily the correctone.’

Stop trying to confuse the
issue. The specialists who have
really sudied the prcblem s have
shown that it had t be a Kent
landing.You ‘re am rking.’

Yes.’

W hy?’

Specialists’.

Yes?’

Yes.

Stop being aw kw ard and w ipe
that stupid am irk from your face!
W hatabout specialists?’

‘T have been nterested In the
past for a Ing tim e. I don 't have
any speciality but I think Itve
leamt a fair am ount. One of the
things I have leamt is that what
one specialist puts forw ard anoth -
ergpecialistw illargue against. I'm
sure there is already a specialist or
tw o In Sussex atthisverym om ent
constructing argum ents as tow hy
the tides and currents and m ili-
tary logistics favour, or at least do
not rmule out, a route via the large
and safe anchorage of Chichester
harbour. Let’s try to find some
exam ples, adm itedly their validi-
ty can of course be questioned and
there are probably problem s con-
ceming tides, currents and types
of ship used about which I know
nothing. The Spanish Am ada of
1588 sailed the c280 m iles of the
English Channel In nine days. If
allow ance is made for being
becaln ed, m anceuvring, fighting
and sailing n close battle order
this can be reduced to (at m ost)
five and a half days w ith an aver-
age speed (ifm y arithm etdc is cor-
rect) of 1.78 mph. (Yes - T know
it’s supposed to be In knots, but
that is just too difficult for my
poor old m athem atically disad-
vantaged brain). In 1415 the
English fleet sailng from
Southam pton W ater to the siege
ofH arfleuraveraged approxin ate-
I 152 m ph.Both of these figures
com pare favourably w ith the 1 51
mph. for a Roman fleet sailing
from Boulogne to Chichester n
three days, this num ber of days
benng suggested n KAS
New sletter No 49. How ever, In
1066 the Nom an fleet sailing

THE ROMAN INVASION

from the Somme to Pevensey
appears have averaged a more
In pressive 4 m ph. This speed, if
m atched by the Rom an fleet,
would have meant they could
have made the Ppumey
Chichester n 28 hours.’

'So you don ‘tbelieve what spe -
cialists say?’

Tdidn ‘tsay that.Im erely stat-
ed that what one specialist says
others will disagree with until
such tin e thata (tem porary) con -
sensus develops. Once m ore evi-
dence isaccum ulated that consen-
susw illbe challenged .That isw hy
archaeological nterpretations dif-
fer depending on w hat book you
read . If archaeological nterpreta-
tions rem ained static there would
benoneed forany m ore archaeol-
ogy whether of a rescue or
research nature and we could all
becom e treasure hunters. For the
m ost part specialists are m erely
stating their opinions, which m ay
orm ay notbe correct.’

How Ilong will it take for a
aonsensus to em erge?”’

How long is a piece of string?
Ten years? Twenty? Thiryy? The
debate on whether Rom an towns
were a success or failure within
Britain continues after m ore than
twenty years of debate with no
sign of such consensus em exging.
Letus use the Rom an Invasion as
our exam ple. As well as the
Richborough and Chichester lJand-
ng places, the follow Ing have also
recently been suggested either n
print or verbally; Essex, Rom ney
M arsh, Faversham Creek, Conyer
Creek, Rochester and O tterham
Creek

Who on earth would want
invade Britain via Otterham
Cresk? That's justsilly !’

Don‘tblam em e! Ididn‘t sug-
gest it. Forallof these places there
is a definite lack of an atiribute
know n as evidence, they are m erely
unproveable ideas, or at least
unproveable until such tin e that
large scale excavation is undertak-
en.At least for both Richborough
and Chichester Harbour there is
som e physical evidence although
its proper nnterpretation can be
debated. Even the various inter-
pretations offered for the
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destroyed Nagden Bump at
Faversham Creek are at least
based upon a physical feature
ratherthan a philosophicaldea.

W hat are those Interpreta -
tons?’

Arthur Percival suggests that
it is a Rom an beacon site to guide
ships.Due to the difficulty of see-
ng Faversham Creek from the
Sw ale I think this is rathera good
dea although I would prefer a
m edieval context, when w e know
there was a port at Faversham ,
rather than any conjctured
Rom an harbour. Paul W iknson
would lke us to believe i is the
burial place of Beowulf. Others
who winessd is desrucdon have
stated it was a natural hillock or,
due to the clay pipesnoted, of rel-
ativelym odem date; the clay pipes
m ay of course have been on the
surface rather than wihin the
m atrix of them ound’

Sohow dowe find cut itsdate
now thattheBum p isdestroyed?’

For an early Anglo-Saxon
context at least I would have
thoughtthat isa very sin ple prob-
lem to resolve. Assum Ing there’s
no building on i, and thatpem is-
sion can be obtained, justexcavate
the site.W ith exposure of the area
Inmeditely below and around
the Bump I would be very sur-
prised ifno secure dating evidence
was obtained. Certamnly for the
robbed Angl-Saxon barrow s and
the areas around them at Sutton
Hoo In Suffolk a considerable
am ount of evidence was recov-
ered.As ithasbeen suggested that
the site has so much potential T
am am azed ithasn tbeen excavat-
ed already. If the landowner is
relictant foran excavation to take
place just bribe hin ; £3000 ought
to be enough, a amall price for
Kentish archaeologists to pay if
the site is 5o In portant. True?’

True.W ill you be contributing
to such a fund?’

Noway.

Asalwaysyou are attem pting
to confuse the issue agamn . W e are
getting aw ay from thepoint.’

M e, confuse the issue?’

‘Tt has been pomted out that
the m onum ental trium phal arch
at Richborough was n the cantre
of the setflam ent and comm em o -
rated the landing place of the
Rom anamy.

But this in plies w e know the
extentof etther the midalm ilitary
encam pm ent or of the later town.
The whole point is that because
erosion has taken place we have
now ay ofknow lngw here the cen-
trewas.Also asfaras Iam aware
there is next to no decipherable

nscription from the m onum ent.
Therefore w e do notknow w hat it
com m em orated ./

‘Tfnot the landing place of the
amm y,what?’

The traditional account has
been that it was erected to com -
m em orate the final conquest of
Britannia by the govemor
Agricola 1n c.AD 86.

Butwhy atRichborough?’

Presum ably because at that
date i was the m ain port on the
Kent coast, which would be first
seen by visitors, it w as propagan -
da. There is another possibility in
that it was com m em orating the
landing place of Claudis.’

So you are saying the Rom an
amm y landed atR ichborough ./

No, I am saying that the
Em peror and his entourage m ay
have landed at Richborough,
which is a ocom pletely different
thing.

Butwhy should he Jand ata
differentplace than the am y?’

As stated In m y previous arti-
cle,because of the elephants.Does
anyone know how much dam age
a sea-sick elephant can do?’ Now
there’s a real specialist (experi-
m ental?) challenge for som eone.’

Stop being silly ./

T think it’s mther a valid
point. How m any elephants w ere
there? W ere they all In the sam e
ship? W ere they calm ? W hathap -
pens ifone, tw o orm ore elephants
begi to be sea-sick and panic?’

Do elephants get sick? Like
horsesthey m ay suffer from oolic.’

Even w orse, the cure for colic
is to keep a horse on its feet and
walk it around.How do you walk
an elephantaround a ship?’

Oh,you are such a pain ./

True; but it is stdll a valid
pomnt.

W hy?’

Let us assum e that the evi-
dence fora Sussex landing is
valid.The Rom an am y land in
Sussex, defeat the Britons on the
RiverArun and then m arch up to
the Tham es, w here they stop and
w ait for Claudius to axxive. The
keepers of the elephantsw ant to
get them across the Channelas
quickly aspossible and therefore
a landing w asundertaken at
Richborough .A serdes of forts
w ould be constructed n Kent
from the Tham es down to the
coast, not the otherw ay around.
W e have no idea w here, norhow
m any,but letus assum e they
w ere atN oviom agus (traditonal-
Iy Crayford, but long term
research by Brian Philp now sup-
portsW estW ickham ),

Vagniacae (Springhead),

Durobrivae (Roche: ),
Durmlkvum (O springe),
Durvemum (Canterbury) and
Rutupize Richborough) .

There is a secure base for the
Em peror to land and a series of
defended supply depots up to the
Tham es.’

Evidence?’

None.M erely an dea.As stat-
ed In m y orighalarticle nom atter
w hat gloss is put over i, all the
evidence w hether docum entary or
archaeobgical is am biguous or
m erely personal opinion. W e can
put forw ard ideas from now until
the day of judgem ent, but the
actual physical evidence as to
w hether the Roman amy first
landed n Kent or Sussex (at least
at the present) is just not there.
Those who suggest the classical
w ritten evidence isnotam biguous
have to offer explnations Mot
m erely their opmnions) as to the
validity of the docum ents.’

There are the other later doc -
um entary sources that have been
quoted t you, Gildas, Bede,
Nennius and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle, all of which provide
evidence.’

Allare toraly nelevant.’

Com eon .

Tet's take these docum ents
one at a tim e. Gidas is w riting
som etin e In the sixth century, tra-
ditionally AAD 540, butpossbly as
early as ¢500, he tells us nothing
w orthw hile. He know s less about
the Rom an Thvasion than we do.
Bede is w riting ¢.730 and tells us
nothing, other than Cludius
landed and that, “w ithh a faw days,
w ithautbattle orbloodshed, he received
the surrender of the greater part the
idlnd” Totally untrue. Nennius is
w riting even later n date, early in
theninth century,and tellsusthat
Claudius, “foucht a great and bloody
battle, notw thaut losstohistroops .../
The only landing place m entioned
is the Tham es Estuary which he
associates with the landing of
Julius Caesar ninety years earlier.
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle m ere-
¥ copies and m isquotes Bede.
Then we have that well known
chronicle by the sixth/seventh
century saint, Tysillb, Bishop of
Powys.

W ho?’

You m ean to tellm e you have
never heard of the Chronicle of
Tysiilo, w hich also tellsus that the
Rom ans landed In the Thames
Estuary.If it'sany consolation nei-
ther had I. I*ve been lecturing on
the fifth, sixth and seventh cen-
turies for a decade and had never
heard of this chronicle. That of
course Is a reflection of my pro-



found naivety of historical and
archaeological facts.’

YOh Twouldn‘t say thatAlan.
You naive? On anything connected
with archaeology or especially
archaeologists? Hang on, you're
having a go atsom eone.’

Litle od me, have a go at
som eone In Kentish archaeology?
W hy on earth would anyone w ant
to do that?’

Yes you! OK, so tell m e about
the Chronicle of Tysillo .

Profoundly naive I may be.
Profoundly stupid Iam not.Fora
sixth feventh century saint the
first reference you look up is the
great John M orris’s Age of Arthur
(@ biased Interpretation of the
fifth to seventh centuries if ever
there was one). M orxds tells us
Tysillo w as Bishop of Pow ys and
that he planted hedges in north
W ales. That's it, end of entry! If
M orris doesn’t m ention a chroni-
cle wrtten by Tysilb then one
should becom e suspicious of any
statem ent that says one existed . A
processknow n as checking is then
undertaken ./

W here do you chedk a W elsh
chronicle?’

How aboutin W ales,w ith the
people who rally know ? Letters
from the Universiy of W ales are
enough to set this particular
record straight. There is no such
sixth or seventh century source,
there is a Brutde Tysilow hich has
no connection with the saint
w hatsoever.This ‘hroniclk’ isa fif -
tEnth century abridged copy of the
tw elfth century H istory of the Kings
of Brimlmh by Geoffrey of
M onm outh our very first novelist.
Like all good fiction w riters
Geoffrey possbly uses genuine
m ateralw ithin hisw ork,buteven
if he does w e are unable to sepa-
rate the wheat from the chaff.As
with the fifth and sixth century
events told within the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle we do not know
which materdal (if any) is based
on historicalevents. ndeed w e all
have to hope that his record (and
that of the BrutdeTysilb) of events
for the nvasion of AD 43 is incor-
rect. Although both works tellus
that Julius Caesar landed iIn the
Tham es Estuary In 54 BC, the
nvasion of AD 43 took place via
Portchester w ith the battle at
W inchester!

Thathelpsa lot!”

Doesn'‘t i just. A1l we need
now Iis som eone in Ham pshire
who has m anaged to show that
this portion of Geoffrey’s novel
and the BrutdeTys=ilb is based on
fact. As a m atter of nterest there
is a Bacchic m osaic from north

Ham pshire that m ay have some
bearing on our subjct m atter
Found at Thruxton Rom an villa in
the neteenth century the m osaic
has a text around its border that
m ay originally have preserved the
nam e of the owner of the villa.
The upper line appears to end w ith
the word BODENI. Not being a
Latin scholar ITam unable to read
all the w ording but the sin ilarity
ofthisonew ord w ith the Bodunni
m entioned by Dio is obvious. Of
Dio we can m ake of his words
w hatever we want, but even so
thatm osaic doesm ake one think ./

nteresting. But there is sgll
the Bredgar coin hoard that you
have been m caning about. This
was leftbehind by a Rom an officer
and shows the battle m ust have
been on the River M edway . You 're
an irking again. W hy? You know
som ething. What? The coins of
Claudius were alm ost new when
buried. Their date? W hat is their
date? No! Please no! The pub -
lished date is wrong? Not som e -
thing silly likeAD 45°?

The date is OK. The four
Claudian aurei w ithin the hoard
are safely dated to betw een the 5
January AD 41 and 5 January AD
42 .The coins are In very fine con-
dition ./

Whatthen?’

Three points. Tw o are proba-
bly of no significance. First,
although they are n very fine con-
dition they ocould have been kept
I a bag for several years prior to
burial. Unlkely, but possible.
Secondly, they could be a late Tron
Age rimal deposit. How ever, that
is the classic archaeological get
outclause.’

Also native cons would be
expected aswell. True?’

True.

Therefore the interpretation
thatthey wereburied by a Rom an
officer in AD 43 m ustalsobe true.’

Notso.

Oh for goodness sake. Why
not? There isno Iron Agem ateri -
al therefore they m ust be buried
byaRoman.Heishidinghissav -
ngsbefore the battle.’

W hy?’

Why what?’

W hy is this Roman officer
hiding his savings?’

Bemuse he m ight be killed.
Oh,thatdoesn’tm akesense.Um m
- 0 itwould be safe and hewould
com e back for itafter the battle’

Buthedidnt.

Therefore hewaskilled

If you think you are golng to
surive a battle (apparently m ost
soldiers do think that - if all sol-
diers thought they w ere going to

die n battle w e w ouldn ‘thave any
wars) there is no need to bury
your savings. If you should be so
pessin istic as to think you are
going to die -guessw hat - there is
stillno need to bury your savings.
I think this is what is called a
“Catch 22" situation. Either way
you donotneed to bury them .You
would want to leave your savings
to your fam ily or failing that your
com rades. There is no point In
burying them unless your fam ily
know where they are. Why
w eren ‘t these supposed savings in
a bank?’

W hat?’

Oh vyes, the Romans had
banks.Orfailing thatwhy w eren 't
they being looked afterby the reg-
In ental signifer (standard bearer) ?
T was his Ppb, at least n the sec-
ond century and presum ably
before, to look after the regin en-
t@lm oney chest and keep a wlly
on the expendiure of mdividual
soldiers expenses. By in plication
he issued recePpts. By further
In plication he could have looked
aftersavingsasw ell.’

Oh.

Yes, bh’.The traditional theo-
ry would have it that an officer
buries his savings jist before or
just after the Battle of the
M edw ay.Quite w hy ithas to be an
officer I'm not sure, it could be a
Iong serving trooper, but that's a
m nor point. W hoever it was, so
the story goes, is m arching along
w ith the amm y and w anders aw ay
from the nvasion route, w hether
W atling Stxeet or the Pilgrim ‘s
W ay, nto the woods and buries
these coms.’

H e could have been on patrol.’

Butw hy bury the coms?’

They were attadked

So whilst his com rades are
being cut to pieces the first thing
that com es into the head of our
hero is to bury his savings. Com e
on!

‘T the Kent Archaeological
Review the exam ple of a Rom an
soldier burying his savings I the
Teutcberg Forest has been men -
toned, prior to theRom an defeat.’

A hoard of silver cons was
found. But how do we know it
wasaRom an who buried them ?’

'Tt’s dbvious, he wanted to stop
them being found by a Germ an ./

On hisdead body?’

Oh,werebadk to thatagain ./

Suppose i wasn’t a Rom an
who buried those coins. Suppose
itwasaGem an who had already
taken them from a dead Rom an,’

Why didn't the Gem an go
back for them ?’

Because the battle wasn't
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over. It went on for several days
and no doubtm any Gem answ ere
killed ./

But the Bredgar coinsweren 't
buried by a native, they were
buried by a Rom an’

How do you know ? W e have
to in aghe this mdividual, who is
a ocom plete stranger to the area.
He doesn’t know the tracks,
woods or fields and buries these
coms presum ably som ew here eas-
il recognisable lke a large tree or
sarsen rock In the hope of finding
them Iater. I know people today
even wih maps and simnposts
who still aren‘t able to find their
w ay around. .’

So are you saying they were
buried by a Briton who had killed
a Roman? If so that does not
negate the argum ent about the
battle tkingplaccon theM edway.
TheBriton wasprobably killed .’

Possble.Or?’

A Rom an was feeling gener -
ous and gave them oney away?’

Exactly .

Don ‘tbe silly ./

A bribe?’

Oh, a bribe’

Yes a bribe.’

N ot to fight?”

Exactly .

Hence only Roman coins in
thehoard

Exactly.No Briton would sud-
denly want to be seen w ith new
Rom an cons ata tim e lke this.A
m erchant m ight just get away
w ith i, but not a Jocal noble and
the Rom ans m ay have been brib-
ng m any of the local aristocracy
n an attem pt to stop them phing
Togodum nus and Caratacus.’

Thatdoem’tm ean to say the
Rom anslanded In Sussex.

True, but if they w ere to land
In Kent theirbribbesw ould be use-
less. The two brothers would be
ollecting forces as  they
approached theRom an am y.As it
appears there were skim ishes
prior to the battle i follow s that
Iocal nobles east of the M edw ay
would be expected to Ppin the
native forces. There was no way
they could avoid it, therefore the

fam ily and follow ers if
Togodum nus and Caratacus found
out? Or he took the cash and
fought the Rom ans anyway? A1l
would have been butchered m a
very painfulm anner.

Evidencs?’

Nota scrap .Rem em berw hat I
said about consensus nterpreta-
tions. This is an altemative dea
based on the sam e evidence as the
anpdural NOT FACTUAL) tradi-
tional view point. It is a challenge
to the consensus. As w ith all the
other evidence mhting to the
Tnvasion the Bredgar con hoard is
also am bigucusand can be used n
any way an ndividual wants,
depending on theirown bias.’

So you are sdll saying the
Rom an am y landed In Sussex?’

'Thave never said they landed
n Sussex.

Com eon !’

Notonce. Im erely stated that
I would play devils advocate and
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Conferences, Lectures, Events

M aritin eM edw ay -A Conference on

the Maritme History of the
Chatham Dockyards on Saturday 25th
May from 930am at Bridge W ardens’
College, The Historic Dockyard,
Chatham . Owanised pintly by the
Greenw ich M aritin e Institute and the
Universiy of Kent at Medway.
Program m e ncluides:

Introduction to the History of the
Dockyard - Richard Holdsw orth
Shipbuilding i the Dockyard - Brian
Lavery

Pre-N apoleonic H istory of the Dockyard
- Clive Pow ell

N neteenth Century Developm ent - Jin
Preston

Tw entieth Century Developm ent - Chris
W are

Gender n the Dockyard - Joan Ryan

M anagig Dockyard Labour-Ann Coats
Trade Union Activity - Philip M cdDougall
Tssues i Dockyard Preservation over the
last 30 Years - Jonathan Coad
Conference fee £10 (o clide buffet
linch) ContactSarah M egson,M aritin e
M edway Conference, Bridge W ardens’
College, The Historic Dockyard,
Chatham ,M E4 4TE. Tel: 01634 888938
en ail:ukm -conferencese ukcacuk

50 Years of Rescue Archaeolgy - a
celebration by the Council for
Kentish Arwhaeology at Queen
Elizabeth’s School, Faversham on
Saturday 27th April from 2.00-5 30pm
Stories of D iscovery & Rescue - excava-

Grants

Research and Publication Grants from
Canterbury Archasolgy Sockty

The Society has lim ited funds
avaibble w ith w hich to support md+
viduals researching the archaeology
and local history of the Canterbury
district. It is envisaged that grants
would notnom ally exceed £500 and
would be awarded annually.
Preference will be given to work
which w ill lead to early publication .

Please apply In wrting to the
Honorary Secretary by Saturday 15th
June 2002.

Your letter should m ention your
qualifications, the nature and length
of your research, the am ountyou are
asking for, any other fuinding antici-
pated and proposals for publication .
You m ay be asked to nam e a referee
whom the sub-comm itee m akihg
the grants could consult. If success-
fialyou w ould be expected to acoount
for the m oney spent and give a copy
of any article or pam phlkt etc.. to
the Society’s lbrary.

For further details contact:

Mrs Jean Crane, Honorary
Secretary CAS, Dane Court,
Adisham ,CT3 3LA

tion 1 Kent 1952-2002 Brian Philp
Digghg I Kent: the Early Days
Jonathan Home

Resaue’, Rescue Archaeology & London
Harvey Sheldon

Tickets £3 from CK A. 7 Sandy Ridge,
Borough Green TN15 8HP (with sae
pkase)

The British Association for LocalH istory
2002 Phillin ore Lecture - LocalH istory
and Landscape H istory - People and
Places by Christopher Taylor FBA at the
British Library, London on Saturday 1lst
Juneatl 30pm . Tickets£12 BALH m em -
bers, £8 non-n em bers, availablke from
BAIH (L) PO Box 1576 Salidbury SP2
8SY. Chequespayable to BALH .
Handson fortheBgDiy
Canterbury’sBig D i re-opened M arch
to great excitem ent, w ith a NEW exhibi-
tion, an aeribl wakway and a gecial
emtsprogram m e! Closing on Friday 2nd
August, youve only 15 w eeks left to visit
one of the largest utban archaeological
sites 1 Britain. Open daily from 10am -
4pm , adm ission £2 adults, £1 conces-
sions. Booked groups welcom e. Special
emts @llfree!) mclude:

Craftdisplays -M edieval& Rom an Craft
Daysand Tine W arp’ Roman & Saxon
spining & W eaving

Taks - '‘So You Wanna be an
Archaeologist?’ and The D Irector’s Cut
Other events - Environmental
Archaeology W orkshopsand Fuddled by

Courses

Fancy studying archaeolgy or history
cally?

Archaeology and H istory can be studied
at the University of Kent on a part-tine
basis at 3 different centres. Applications are
very welom e from anyone who w ishes to
study at university level. On offer:

Certificate I Awhaeolbgical Studis
(Tonbridge)

Diploma and BA in Archaeolgial
Studies (Canterbury and Tonbridge)

Certificate 1 the Theory and Practice of
LocalHl istory (Canterbury and Chatham )

Certificate .1 Modem History

(Canterbuzy)

Diplom a n Kentish History (Canterbury
and Tonbridge)

Diplom a n M odem and M edievalH istory
(Canterbury and Tonbridge)

BA History (Canterbury and Tonbridge)

M ature students need not have fom al
academ i qualifications if they can dem on-
strate com m im ent to the discipline and the
aptitude to study at the appropriate level.

Degree programmes I Classical &
Archaeolbgical Studies, History &
Archaeolgical Studies are un I the day-
tine on the University’s Canterbury
Cam pus. They can be follbwed on a full-
tin e basis, and also by part-tin e students.

For further imfom ation, please contact
the Unt for Regbnal Leaming, Keynes

aFnd?

Furtherdetails, dates and tin esavailable
on 01227 452943

Paralkels: Personal Visual Partners -
an exhibition of artworks from the
Bentliff Collection, M aidstone M useum

and private lenders. Sekcted by the
Bentliff Trustees, (of which KAS
Presdent Paul Oldham is one), these
stin ulating objcts and pictures w ill be
on view until 5th M ay 1 the Bentliff
Gallery,M aidstone M useum .

Romney Marsh Research T st
Events:

EastGuldeford Study Day w ith M aureen
Loverlg & Jill Eddison, Saturday 4th
M ayat10.00am . Tickets £7

Lydd Field Trip Sunday 15th Septem ber
at 10.00am , W ainway & Bretts. Tickets
£10 from M rs Dorothy Beck 27 Station
Road Lydd TN29 9ED becklydde euro-
bellacouk

The London Arhaeolgical Archive

and Research Centre  (LAARC) opened
I Febmary, giving students and local
society mem bers the opportunity to
study artefacts and records from over
4000 excavations around G reater London
overthe last100years. Open Daysare held
on the first Saturday of every m onth,
(4th M ay, 1st June, 6th July) mvolving
tours and cbjct handling. The 6th July
concentrates on  Waterfront &

Riverbank’. LAARC is siuated at
M ortin er W heeler House, 46 Eaglk
W harfRoad.Forevents hform ation con-
tact M useum of London on 020 7814
5771.

College, University of Kent, Canterbury CT2
TNP.Tel0800 9753777 (24 hours).
part-tin e@ ukcacuk

Orpethaps you prefer to study 1 the
com fortofhom e?

The National Hom e Study College
mns Archaeology and History courses
though distance kamng. Courses nclide:

Tntroduction to Egyptology

European H istory and M arine

Archaeology

TheRise & Fallof the Rom an Em pire

TheM aking of Brian

TheW orld atW ar (I& II)

AncintGreece

Furtherdetails from theNationalHom e

Study College, H istory Dept., 7 H gh Street,
Phner,M iddlesex HAS 5PJ - 020 8868 5328
www hom estudyzone couk www hom es-
tudyzone co uk

And ifyou w ant som ething practical ...
The Kent Arhaeobgy Fild School
have courseson:

D iscovering Archaeological Sites

Geophysical Survey

CastlesofKent

Bones & Burials

The Study of Rom an Roads

Place-nam es n the Landscape

Excavation atRom an Durolkevum
...allhappening during M ay, June and July.
Further details from KAFS, School Fam
Oast,GraveneyRoad, Faversham M E13 8UP
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Studying and Sharng Kent's Past’
is the title of the Report of the W orking
Party on the future wlke of the Sockty,
follow Ing the suggestion by an ordnary
m em ber. The W orking Party acknow -
edges considerable assistance from the
m em bersw ho com m ented 1 w rithg or
atm eetings.

The them es of the Report em erged
In the opening statem ent, headed The
Challenge, and this is printed belw.
Comments from members are most
weloom e.

The Challenge to
the Socikty

Our Sockty is challenged by the
creasing specialisation of hterests n
the study of the past, which isresultng
I iolation I research, diversity of
organisations, fragmentation of
resources and hadequate advocacy of
our disciplne. Co-operation and hnfor-
mation sharig must be the way for-
ward. The strength of our generalist
apprach is reflected 1 the use, I our
title, of the w ord archaeology In the tra-
ditional sense, covering all aspects of
the study of the past. W e exist to serve,
represent and iclide all, reconcilng
different mterests w herever possible.

Ourm em bership list testifies to the
traditon of open recruim ent of am a-
teurs and professionals, fom g a
m eetihg place for m utual support and

Ivolvem ent. W em ust prom ote access to
ourdiscpline through hfom ation, tain-
g, facilites, advice, contacts and
encouragem ent. Participation I our
affairsm ustbe prom oted foranother rea-
son: the expertise, tin e and contacts of
our m em bers are our greatest strength.
W e are dependenton voluntary effortand
the am ount of m em ber participation is
the man lini on our actvitis. Of
oourse, the noom e from mhheried assets
mahtams our mdependence and
finances desirable profects.

Access through publication has been
the backbone of our Socity, w hether the
Iong series of Archaeologi Cantiana, our
wsearch mwports or our record series.
However, the future of publication
nationally is fachg great change due to
the volum e of m aterial, advances In tech -
nolgy, greater specialisation and differ-
g userrequirem ents. G iven diversity of
organisations, the ease and speed of
avaibbility of mfom ation, ncluding
new s of events and activities form em ber
and public participation is a m ajpr chal-
lenge and wk.

Our Sockty derives new responsbil-
ies from the greater mvolvem entofpub-
Iic mstihitions, unversites, bocal govem-
m ent, national quangos and archaeolbgi-
calunis 1 our discpline. W e mustbe
akrt to pineer new ileas or activites
thatm htbe neglkcted by public mstitu-
tions. W em ust use our ndependence to

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

T have now passed the first m apr
m festonehurdle shce takhg over as
m em bershp secretary - them em bershp
renew als due on 1st January 2002!

Things appear to have gone reason-
ably smoothly but I recognise that
nclding a renewal form wih the
January New sletter caused som e confii-
sion. In future years I itend to send
renew al etters only to those of you who
renew by cheque. If you have not yet
renewed for this year pkase do 0 as
soon as possble othemw ise rem nder ket~
tersw illbe sent, at additonal cost to the
Sockety, n AprilM ay.

Ifyou have notyet com pleted a G ift
Al form please do sonow as this gives
valuabk hoom e to the Socity w thout
any extra cost to m em bers. (Everyone
received a Gift A fom attached to the
enewal letter enclosed wih all the
January N ew sktters)

If you pay by stending order plase

check that this is at the conect am ount
and only paid once a year (preferably n
January) as som e banks delight In taking
yourm oneym onthly!

Tam veryplased to report that Thave
recently received over 40 applications to
P - please urge your friends, colleagues
and or relatives to i as the Sockty is its
m em bership. I have plknty of application
fom s fyou would lke som e to distrbute
to bealsocieties ete.

The address forall
conespondence relatihg
tom em bership is-

M rsShikh Broom field, KAS

M em bersh, 8 W oodview Crescent,

H ildenborough, Tonbridge, Kent
TN119HD .

Telephone 01732 838698.

E-mail-m em bership@ kentarchaeol -
ogy org uk or

sbroom fielde dialpipex com .

act as cheerleader and cham pion for the
Interests of archaeolgy, history and her-
ttage w thin and w thout those organisa-
tions and w e m ust be the critcal friend
seekng in provem ent, a protector of pub-
ic nterest.

Given the diversity of hterests, the
Sockety is well placed to promote a
research agenda for Kentish studis
through consulation, review , advocacy
and activides. Research priorities and
requirem ents should be dentified, co-
ordhation betw een studies assisted, new
or neglected areas of research highlight-
ed. Asa kamed socikty wem ustbe com -
m ited to research and publication, orwe
arenothing. W e are also the county soci-
ety, covering the historic county of Kent
and,assuch, thequardiansof the Kentish
din ension to the study of archaeology.
Kent has had a distihctive past but is
Kentish character is under threat. We
m ustensure that our mherited traditions,
adapted as necessary to meet m odem
requirem ents, are passed on to future
generations.

PaulOXham
President

ADDRESSES

The contact addresses of the

Hon M em bersh Secretary and the
New sketter Editorappearw ithin this
publication . Otherusefiilladdresses
hclude:
Hon.GeneralSecretary, Andrew

M offat, Three Elm s, W oodlandsLane,
Shome, Gravesend DA12 3HH

Em ail

secretary@ kentarchaeology orguk
Hon.Treasurer,Robi Thom as, 1
Abchurch Yard, Abchurch Lane,
London EC4N 7BA Em ail treasur-
er@ kentarchaeology orguk

GUIDELINES

The positive response that the hew -
style’ Newsktter engendered was very
encouraging; thank you for all your let-
ters, e-m ails and phone calls! A coupke of
comm ents about the diffiulty of small
print size have been addressed - I hope
that this issue is easily legblk to all.

Guidelnes w ith regard to articles for
hchision are now avaibbk (flistrations,
word  length, copyright etc. ).
Contrbutors wishing to subm it articles
plase contact the editor fora copy.

TheEditor




THREE SHORT SUMMER VISITS

This sum m erw e shallconcentrate upon the architecturaland literary history of
three very different Kentish houses, dating from the 16% to the 19t centuries.

Chevening House on
Thursday 4% July

A unique opportunity to
appreciate the interior of a
building not easily available for
public view ing. This is not an
official KAS visit; those attend ing
will do so as guests of the
Shoreham Historical Society
and at a cost of £1250 per
person. Tin e to be advised.

Restoration House,
Rochester on Friday 26% July
at2 30pm

The m ost in portant town-
house historically in Rochester’
(John Newman). Essentially
16% century ;n date, w ith sub-
stantial alterations m ade to
weloom e Charles IT home 1
1660 and chosen by Charles
Dickens as M iss Havisham 's
decrepit residence. Guided tour
-£4 50.

Gad’s Hill Place, H igham
on Sunday 4% Augustat2 30pm

Dickens realised his child-
hood dream when he was able
to live here for the last years of
his life from 1856 to 1870. The
house was built ;n the late 18t
century. Guided tour - £2 50 or
w ith cream tea  the gardens if
fine, £5.00.

To attend or for further inform ation on any of these events please contact Joy Saynor, Excursion
Secretary, 28 H igh Street, Shoreham , Sevenoaks TN 14 71D .

KAS EVENTS ARCHAEOLOGY DAYS

*W omen In Angl-Saxon
and M edieval Society on
Saturday 4th May from
10am .

You w ill find detailsand a
booking form mnserted nto
this issue for this pint KAS
and Canterbury  Chuxst

FERNNEN:

Church University College
conference - an exciting list
of sgpeakers and subjects
m akes thisan eventnotto be
m issed.

*A lso -don‘tm iss the last
lecture In the KAS Odyssey
season - Victor Sm ith on
Kent’s H istoric Defences
from the 14th to the 20th

Centuries, on Saturday 1st
June at 230pm I the
Ram sey Lecture Theatre,
Christ Church University
College, North HoIm es Road,
Canterbury. Tickets £2 KAS
m em bers, £3 non-m em bers,
available until 11 30am on
the day from the Visitor
Inform ation Centre, 34
StM argaret’s Stxeet,
Canterbury or on the venue
door.

Every year In m idsumm er,
Natinal Arhaeokgy Days take
place. Overthe w eekend of 20
& 215t July, many different
venues, unis and m useum sw ill
be opening their doors to the
public and holdihg special
events. W hat are you plannng?
The editor would ove to hear
about any tours, taks or practi-
cal wotkshops being held
around Kent, for nclusion In the
New sketterdue outat the begin -
nihgofdJuly.

HISTORIC BUILDINGS COMMITTEE

Kent Historic Buildings
Comm ittee (a jpInt com m itee
of the Kent Awhaeological
Society and the Council for the
Protection of Rural England,
Kent Branch) has a new Hon.
Secretary.

Charles Friend, who took
office m the m id-eighties,
stood down at the January
m eeting. At an inform al pre-
sentation, the Chaim an
Ram on H iggs thanked Charles
wam ly and w ished hin well.

Having been Hon.
Secretary to the Com m ittee for
so Jong - asw ellas Secretary to
no less than four Parish
Councils, surely Charles
should be n the munnng foran
aw ard.

The new Hon. Secretary is

M ichael H Peters of
Sittingboume, w ho can be con-
tacted at Coldharbour Famm ,
Am age Road, W ye, Achford,
KentTN 25 5DB

tel: 01233 813 172

fax: 01233813475

nhfo@ gorekentorguk.

The comm ittee is keen to
hear from allm em bersw ho are
concemed about the condition
of any historic buiding n the
county (or any dam aging or
unsuiable activities neatby) .

The Com m ittee acts w thin
Kent forthe Council for British
Archaeology, one of the bodies
statutorily consulted on plan-
ning applications mvolving
listed buildings.

NOTICE
BOARD

NOTICE
BOARD
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The Publication Committee needs volunteers

he KentArchaeological
Society, the leamed
County Society of the
historic county of
Kent, w ith over 1,600
m em bers, is comm it
ted to the research and
publication of ‘archaeology’,
hterpreted I the traditional
sense as embracing all
aspects of the study of the
past. Publication has been a
m ajpr function of the Society
from its mosption, em bracing
an annual Jjoumal,
Archaeologia Cantiana, and
record volum es and m ono-
graphs.

Archaeologia Cantiana,
dating from 1858, is a
hard-back volum e w ith over
400 pages, available only
to members and institu-
tional subscribers, lncluding
Universities, and ispublished
annually n July. Thasdevel-
oped and com m ands a good
academ ic reputation, offering
aw de range of articles, m any
containing llustrations,
plans and tables, follow ed by
book review s. The Honorary
Editor,M rTerry Law son, and
the Book Review s Editor, Dr
Elizabeth Edwards, well
deserve the Society’s grati-
tude for building on the
strengths nherited from Dr
Detsicas and earlier editors.
To date, 121 volum es have
been published since 1858,
the m ost recent volum e, cxxz
(2001) ,beingam em orialvol-
ume to Dr Alec Detsicas,
Honorary Editor 1970-1999,
and M r Kenneth Gravett,
Presidentof the Society 1988-
1998, containing papers on
Rom ano-British Kent and on
Kentish H istoric Buildings,
w ith lists of their published
w orks.

Six volum es have
been published In the
M onograph Serdies, the m ost
recent being The Bishopos and
M anks of Rocheste=r 1076-1214,
by Colin Flight, unning to
320 pages, wih 29 figures
and 16 plates, which
appeared In 1997. The Kent
Records Serdes runs to 29 vol-

um eg, one appearing in each
of the last three years, begin -
ning with xxvmo: Religious
Worship in Kent: the Census of
1851, Edited by M argaret
Roake (1999), Pp. lil+ 460,
wih 9 plates and 7 m aps.
N ovem ber2000 saw the pub -
lication of xxvmm: The Survey of
Archbishop Pecham ‘s Kentsh
M anors 1283-85, Edited by
Kenneth W imey, wih a
Forew ord by Dr Joan Thirsk,
Pp. Ixxxiv+ 390, w ith 2 m aps
and 1 figure.Them ost recent
volum e appeared In June
2001, xxx: Kent Hearth
Tax Ases=ment Lady Day
1664, Edited by Duncan
Harrington, w ith an
Introduction by Sarah
Pearson, Pp. cxiv+ 687, w ith
11 plates, 5 w@bls, 1 figure
and 13 m aps.These and other
publications can be ordered
from M rDuncan Harmngton,
Ashton Lodge, Church Road,
Lym inge, Folkestone, Kent
CT18 8JA.

Tt can be seen Inm e-
diately that these publica-
tions are substantialw orks of
reference and mor are
planned. The Society has
been fortunate in attracting
historians w hose scholarship
iswellknown.Above all, the
volum es exist to stin ulate
further research, nowhere
m ore clearly stated than by
Dr Thirsk In her Forew ord to
the Pecham volum e: This
volum e w ill doubtless stim u-
late further research on this
survey, which is so rich in
allusions and clues to the
m aking of thirteenth -century
Kent society and landscape’.
A review ofthe Roakevolum e
which appeared In Scuthem
Hisory, wvol. 22 (2000),
pp 261-62, concluded: Kent
Archaeological Society are to
be congratulated on m aking
available the Kentish retums
of the Religious Census of
1851 ...There ism uch m ateri-
alhere for furtherw ork’.

Seventeen m em bers
serve on the Publications
Com m ittee, several of w hom
assum e onerous regponsibili-

tes w ithin the overall func-
toning of the Society: the
President, the Honorary
General Secretary, the
Honorary Treasurer, the
Honorary Librarian, the
Honorary Editor, the Book
Review s Editor and the
Comm ittee’s Chaim an and
its Secretary,M issE .M elling,
who oversees the sm ooth
rmunning of the Society’sKent
History Fund, which is
adm inistered by the
Publications Com m itftee.

The Publications
Com m ittee, w ith a budget
excess of any other
Com m ittee w ithin the
Society, is heavily reliant on
Iong-temm expertise and pro-
fessionalism In a varety of
skills: archaeology, local his-
tory, archives, education,
research and publications.
Archaeologia Cantiana doesnot
presenta problem distrdbuted
as it is only to m em bers and
nstitutional subscribers. The
Com m ittee has a problem
with other publications:
quality M onographs and
Record Volum es, w here sales
are slow and disappointing
and storage facilities w ithin
the Society are lim ited.
Personally Twould lkem em -
bers to purchase more of
these publications, given
preferential prichg as
betw een m em bers and non-
m em bers. This article fin -
ishes, how ever, by appeal -
Ing forone orm ore volun -
teers to Join the
Com m ittee, solely to
advise on and prom ote
publicity and sales. There
w ill be no requirem ent for
editing or refereeing future
publications. If any m em ber
of the Society w ith m arketing
expertise would like to assist
the Publications Com m ittee
n this in portant area, please
write to me at 52 Langdale
Avenue, Ram sgate, Kent
CT11 OPG .

DrJohn W hym an
Chaim an, Publications
Com m ittee



The KAS website at
www.kentarchaeology.org.uk is expanding

he Society’s w ebsite now

has a new section entitled

Research ', n which will

be put up the results of

m em bers researches In all

its form s.

Leland Duncan'’s

Notes. Follow ng my appeal in
the Newsletter alm ost all of
Leland Duncan’s notes on
Churchyard M I.'s from around
Kenthave now been typed up and
are being checked before being
putup on the Society’sW ebsite. A
specialthank you to Frank & Zena
Bam ping, M argaret Broom field,
Christine Pantry,Dawn W eeksand
the otherm em bers of the Society
that have assisted w ith this pro-
Ject.

Arhaeologia Cantiana on-
lne. We are embarking on a
scheme In which, first, the
Contents pages of som e 123 vol-
um es of Archaeologia Cantiana
are put on the Society’s w ebsite.
The next stage w ill be to put up
the Index Volum es, starting w ith
Vol. 52, published In 1940 and a
rare volume to own. This will
nvolve the scanning of over 400
double colum n pages Into the
com puter and ushg com puter
softw are called Yptical character
recognition’ (OCR) to produce a
text, which can then be searched

Libra
Notesry

YourH ep N eded!

M any m em bers w ill already be aw are
of the considerable collection of topo-
graphicaland otherKentm aterial that
com prises a m apr part of the Library
stock. M uch of thism aterial relates to
ndidual Kent places, m any volum es

using a ‘search engine’ located on
the w ebsite. The m ajor b w illbe
the checking and correcting of
each page scanned and OCRd.
W ould you be w illing to help?
Ifyou have access to a com puter, a
floppy disc’ and photocopied
pages of the Index could be posted
to you for checking. The resound-
ng success of the Leland Duncan
M I.s has dem onstrated that
there are m any m em bers of the
Society, who, whilst perhaps not
ablke to undertake archaeological
or historical research them selves,
are w illing to help in enabling the
hard w ork of others to be prepared
for the Society’s w ebsite. In this
w ay, the whole w orld w illbenefit.
Allthisw ork w ould be possible for
you to camry out at a place, ie.
yourhom e,and ata tin e and pace
suitable to you . Training w ould be
available to help you get started . If
you are w illing to help please
contact Ted Connell, 110 M anor
Forstal, New Ash Green,
Longfield, Kent DA3 8JQ. Tel
01474 872763, email ted.con-
nelle btintemet.com

Visual Records online. For
over seven years a team of volin-
teers have met In the Society’s
Library on W ednesday m omings,
to catalogue the m any paintings,
prints, photographic glass plates

having been acguired by donation or
purchase shce the foundation of the
Sockty to the present day. A majpr
problem for the Libmary is to keep
abreast of the contiuig pattem of
publishing in Kent, which isexpanding
atan increasng rate. Som e w orksw ill
autom atically com e to the attention of
the Librarian, but others m ay only be
advertised and sold locally. The
Librarian would therefore be most
grateful to hear from m em bers about

and ocolur slides held there. A
database of over 11,000 entries
has been m ade to date. It is pro-
posed that a start is m ade to put
som e of them on the Socikty’s
website. Each image is being
scanned Into a com puter for
achiving purposes. These in ages,
greatly reduced In size In tem s of
com puter m em ory, ie. kilobytes
(kb) willbe putup In the form of
Parish Galleries where ‘thum b-
nail’ sized pictures can be selected,
and so enable allK A S.m em bers
and others to have a glin pse of
the great treasure trove of visual
Inform ation we have I our
Library.On the second and fourth
Tuesday m oming of each m onth
w ork on thisproectw illbe carried
out In the Society’s Library using
at least three com puters. Training
w ill be given . If you are w illing
to help please contact Ted
Connell,- address as before.

Vist www kentarchae-
olbgy orguknow to see
the Leland Duncan

M I/sand W ills,.
Archaeologia Cantiana
and perhaps pictures of
yourvillage church and
suroundings.

any new ly published works which
m ghtbe usefuladditons to the collec-
tion, and fom ation on arangem ents
forpurchase w ould be particularly use-
ful. And, of course, donationsarem ost
w eloom e, the m ore so when am em ber
is the Author. I this way, m em bers
w ill be assisting the Library I m amn-
taining and adding to is collections, to
the benefit of the mterests and w ork of
the Society’sm em bers.A fom isprnt-
ed below forease ofuse.

LIBRARY RECOMMENDATION

To The Librarian - I recon m end that you purchase the follow ng badks;
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RECENT ADDITIONS

TO THE KAS LIBRARY

Textile and Clothing
1150-1450

Elizabeth Crow foot, Frances
Pritchard & Kay Staniland. M useum
of London

A highly readable account of w ide
general mterest. Dress historians and
archaeologists w ill find new msights
nto the fashions, cothing and textile
dustries of m edival England and
Europe.

Knives and Scabbards

TCowgill, M . de Neergaard and
N Griffiths. M useum of London

Catalogues, discusses and illus-
trates over 500 iem s: knives, scab-
bards, shears, scissors mid 12th to
m id 15th century, found I the Ciyy of
London. A work of reference for
m edieval artefacts and m aterial cul-
ture and a useful reference book for
excavators alloverBritain .

StG regory’s Priory -
Excavations 1988-1991

M artin Hicks & Alison Hicks.
Canterbury Arwhaeological Trust,
Archaeology of Canterbury New
Series VolIl

Excavations by CAT on the site of
StGregory’s Prory within the
N orthgate area of Canterbury revealed
the extensive rem ains of tw o ecclesi-
astical establishm ents. The first,
founded by Lanfranc in 1084, was a
church wih a shglk aisle-less nave
and square chancel, dedicated to
StGregory. Follbw ng the establish-
m entofa Priorand Canonson the site
1133 the church wasenlarged. A frer
a fire ¢1145, the Priory w as rebuilt on
a much grander scal, probably by
Archbishop Theobald, and buiding
work continued until well nto the
13th century. The priory was dis-
solved In 1537.

The report, a m odelof s kind, is
profusely ilustrated by over 250 fig-
ures and draw ings. In addition to
draw ng together the archaeolbgical
data and docum entary evidence to
detail the developm ent of the ecclesi-
astical establishm ents, the report
describes and exam ines the range of
artefactial and other m aterial recov-
ered, ncluding architectural, stuctur
al and decorative fragm ents, pottery
and dom estic objpcts, mamm al and
hum an bones, and environm ental
rem ans.

K ent’sDefence H eritage

Andrew Saunders & VictorSm ith.
Kent County Council 2001 TIlus,

M aps,Digs,Bb.

This valuable w ork has been pub-
lished by KCC wih fundihg from
English Heritage & the European
Union, as part of the Histork
Fortifications Projct between Kent,
Nord-pas de Calais and Flanders.
Three detailed volum es cover every
known defence site n Kent firom
Rom an tin esup to the post-Cold W ar
period. Each site is well illustrated
with photographs and m aps, and
there are m any other usefil details
regarding preservation, access and
future potential. Apart from consoli-
dating m em bers existing know ledge,
m any users w ill be surprised to leam
about sites w hich are I private own-
ershlp and therwfore have hitherto
been obscured to the everyday visitor.

H istorians’ guide to early
British m aps; a guide to
the location of pre-1900
m aps of the Britich Isks
preserved In the United
Kngdom and Ireland.

W allis, Helen ed. London: Royal
H istorical Society 1994

A good text and directory for the
serious researcher. Lists repositories
by county and place, together w ith
scope and access nform ation .

K ings, Currency and
alliances: the history and
cohage of Southem
Englnd in thennth
century .

Blackbum,M ark A S.& Dum ville,
David N. eds. W oodbridge: The
Boydell Press 1998

An mterdisciplnary collection by
historians, num ism atists and philblo-
gists. Contamns much of use and
nterest to KAS m em bers, especially
the sections relating to the m nts at
Canterbury and Rochester.

RoyalM armnes,Deal:a

pictorialhistory
Lane, Andrew. Tiverton :
Halsgrove 2000 M any unigue pho-

tographs ilustrate Royal M arine life
I Deal. Usefulfortown and m ilitary
history.

The Bootshoe Boys: an
accountof the Elham
Charity School.

Coton, Betty.
author2001

Local historical w riting of a high
standard. A usefulsource forany per
son terested in the history of educa-
tion I Kent, asw ellasproviding valu-
able nsights mto village life.

Canterbury: the

KAS LIBRARY

LOCATIONS

M em bersm ht not be aw are that
theKAS now hasbooks stored 1 three o -
tims. Them ajrity of the books, pam phlets
and other papers - and certanly those
m ore lkely to be used by m em bers - are
held n the KAS Lbrary mn Maidgme
Musam , StFaih’sStrest. Here are kept:

standard books on Kentish
archaeology, history and topography

m onographs, pam phlets and
ephem era on Kentish towns, villages and
ham kets

a large accum ulation of visual
records of churches, buildings and K entish
life

wpies of the Society’s own
publications, mclidg Arhaeobgia
Cantiana

publications and records of
other UK archaeological and historical
sockties, mcludng, for mstance, Sussex
and Suney

Ppumals and records of a num -
ber of I portant European archaeological
and historical societies.

There are also tw 0 com puters n the
Lbrary, on which are stored the Libmary
catalogue, a catalogue of visualrecords and
databases relevant to fieldw ork of the KAS.
The Lirary also serves as a m eeting room
for KAS comm itees and w orking groups,
and isused forsem harsand kecturesofup
to about tw 0 dozen people.

Shelf space I the Library isnow at
aprem um and therefore som e of the col-
kctionsare held n tw o other ocations. At
Bradboume Hause, East M alling, are stored
back muns of UK societies for archaeology
and history, leaving the m ore recent 20 or
so years of each society’s publicationsm ore
readily avaibble 1 the Library. Then, m
store room s I the Maiddme Canmuniy
Centre, M arsham  Strest, M alddme, are back
wns of som e European jpumals, together
w ith a collection of State Papers and vol-
um es of the Chronicks and M em orials’
series published 1 the 19t century. Also
I M arsham Streetare KAS M hute Books
and other records of the Society.

Com plete records of w hat is held
where are avaibbk 1 the Lbrary 1 the
M useum . M em bersm ay access the Library
at any tine the M useum is open, seven
daysaw eek,on production ofa KASm em -
bershi card and on signature of a register
kept by the M useum s@ff. The Library is
not pem anently staffed, but KAS volun-
teers are nomally n the Lbrary on
M onday, Wednesday and Friday after-
noons, ready to assist m em bers I using
the facilites. Non-m em bers are w elcom e
to visit the Library on these aftemoons
under the guidance of a KAS volunteer.
M em bers requirig access to the stores at
Bradboume House or M amham Street
should apply to the Hon Lbrarian, Dr
Frank Panton.



A noten

he nam e of Seal vil-

lage near Sevenoaks

has been tgken to be

derived from the O

English Sele and this

is correct. How ever,
the O d English w ord Selehad
three different m eanings: the
first was hall’ (as in distin-
guiched house), the second
was awillow copse? and the
third was muddy pond”? or
Ybog’ 2

As the m eaning was
thought to be hall’, localhis-
torians have sought som e
Indication of the w hereabouts
of such a stucture m the
records and archaeologically,
but no trace of it has ever
been found.

W hilst listening to Dxr
M argaret Gelllhg lecture on
place-nam es the thought
occurred that perhaps the
wrong meaning had been
atrdbuted In this Instance.
The rendering as Ww illow
copse’ can be discounted as
these are too prevalent n the
area to be used as a nam e to
distinguish any one place;
which Ileaves the wwuddy
pond’.

There is a m uddy pond
at Seal. Untilthe very recent
past ithas draw n attention to
itself by regularly flooding the
Jjunction of tw o roads leading
south just outside the village.
Discussions wih Dr Gelling
and Dr Paul Cullen, Anglo-
Saxon language expert w ork -
ng on the place-nam es vol-
um e forKent, Ham pshire and
Surrey, have led to the conclui-
sion that the village was
nam ed for this m uddy pond,
and nota hall.

Another factw hich has
puzzled historians and has
been attrdbuted to an erroron
the part of the scribes com pil-
ng the record, is that in
Dam esday Bock this village is
entered (as La Sela) under
Ruxley (then called
Helm esrei) Hundred Iying
adjpoent to the north west
boundary of Coddesheath
Hundred which is where the

village is actually situated.
The reason for this has been
revealed by a perusal of the
list of assesam ents for a tax
know n as the Lay Subsidy.

The Lay Subsidy tax
was levied on land-holders
w ithin, and collected by, the
Hundred. Copies of the lists
nam ng those who paid i in
13012 In the Hundreds of
Ruxley and Somm erden are
In Dr Gordon W ard’s folio
notebooks  deposited in
Sevenoaks Library Archives. 6
The list for this year is the
earliest, and Coddesheath
Hundred is not shown. The
later lists show both
Coddesheath and its souther-
Iy neighbour Som m erdenne
Hundred, but not Ruxley.
W hether this is selective edit-
ng on the part of the copyist,
or whether the origihal lists
w ere Tncom plete it is in possi-
ble at present to say.

The record for Ruxley
Hundred is Incom plete. It is
divided Into six sections:
Hever, Bexley, Bexley Foots
Cray, Cudham , Chelsfield and
Opington. The tw o lJasthave
only fournam es shown outof
a possible sixty-one (they are
all num bered) but this is
enough . Under the M anorof
Chelsfield the nam e Apsolon
is present, and under the
M anor of Orwington the
nam e of John de la Zel
(Seal) . The latter speaks for
itself and the nam e Apsolon,
now rendered Absalom , is
still present as a property at
the then southemm ost
boundary of SealParish mow
Underriver). This nam e is
distinctive, and there is no
duplicate In the records relat-
Ing to northw est Kent. These
entries Indicate thateven two
centuries afterDom esday w as
com piled som e lJand holdings
at Sealw ere outlying areas of
Ruxley Hundred, and that
in plies the entry in that
record w as correct. It is rein-
forced by the fact that the
ow ners of the various Ruxley
M anors can be dem onstrated

from other records to have
been in possession of land :n
the Seal area for several cen-
tures follow Ing 1086.

Allthe assessm ents list
ed under Ruxley appear
to relate to holdings outside
the Hundred itself, and this
is certainly true of Hever
(actually situnated n
Som m erdenne Hundred),
nam ed as a part of the grant
of Bexley (Iying within
Ruxley Hundred), by King
Cenw ulf of M ercia, then rul-
ng Kent, to W ulfred,
Archbishop of Canterbury, In
a charterdated AD 814 .7

Ann R.Em
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THE MONASTIC IDEAL

ritihg at the end of his life
Bede noted how young
men were being drawn
nto the monastic life
away from studyng the
arts of war: W hat the
results of this w ill be the
futurew illshow /W ithi lessthan a
century the Danish raids had
changed the picture drastically; but
not just the raids. A sserpointed out
m his life of Alfred that the m onas-
teries had brought som e of this
decline on them selves with their
o great abundance of w ealth ./

Here, at its begihning, we
already see the problem that beset
m ediaeval m onasticism . In is very
success lay the seeds of its failure.
The history of the four and a half
centuries betw een the Conquest
and the Dissolution is a history of
successive attem pts to rem edy this.
And In the course of this, astonish-
g ndividuals m ade their ndelble
mark on Eurpean history w ith
deals of Christian living thatw ould
be an hspiration for all time. Ik
would be easy to w rite this account
n tems of these mdividuals.
Benedict, Odo, Hugh, Bemard,
Dom nic, Francis - all saints, all
spirers of m onastic m ovem ents
which changed the face of church
history.But these m ovem ents oper-
ated wihin a political context
which lke an ocean undertow was
often pullng i the opposite direc-
ton. It was this political current
which fmnally overwhelm ed the
wholem ovem ent.

M onasticism ‘s origms lay in
Egypt. St Anthony, a third century
fam er, fled civilisation for the life
ofadeserthem it.Hewasem ulated
by his friends and the m ovem ent
grew . Three centuries later Benedict
of Nursia sin ilarly escaped Rom e,
setup a com m uniy w ith tw elve fol-
bwers and hter expanded it to
other gmoups. The Ruk Benedict
w rote for them was his regponse to
the etemal question, how to follow
the spiritual life n a w icked w orld.
Tt wasnot the first such Rulke but it
was the one that took root; and
when successive reform ers tried to
bring the m ovem entback to its first
princples it was to this Ruk that
they looked. It was accepted later
that adjustm ents had to be m ade -
after all, life m m edizeval society
was a far ay from sixth century

mral Taly. But therel lay the rub:
whatadjistm entsand how far?
The prologue of the Rule
enjped absolite obedience: only
by the ‘Yabour of obedience’ could
m an’s first discbedience, the source
of orgnal sh, be redeemed.
Poverty, absolute n personal tem s
(haked w e follow thenaked Christ,’
said St Bemard, echoed hter by St
Francis), hum ility, chastity - these
were the caxdmal princples that
underlay m onastic life.M onksw ere
not to leave the m onastery. Prayer,
the OpusDei - the six divine services
prescribed -m anuallabour, reading,
sleep (eght hours In wnter, s
In summer) - this was their life,
a regine of ntensely organised
activity. Tdleness is the enemy of
the soul,’ said the Rule. So the dor-
m iory, the clister, the field, the
refectory, its sin ple fare and silence
(most of the day) became the
m onks’ world. They w ere not to be
ordained; they were foot-soldiers
ratherthan officers of Christ and as
such humble symbols of the
prom ise of salvation. The abbot’s
wlk was that of loving parent,
guardian of theirsouls forw hich he
would be answ erable on the day of
judgem ent; but unlke a parent he
w as to be elected by the m onks.
This is a gross oversin plifica-
tion of the mspired and pow erfiil
seventy-three chapter docum ent
w hich bound the forces of w estem
Christianity Into one organised
whole and laid the foundations for
the hugely in portant sym bolic role
monasticisn held I m ediaeval
society. The m onastery provided a
passport to salvation: follow the
Rule and your soulw ould be saved.
Thom asa Kem pis, w riting to a w id-
owed m other who was Ioth to see
heronly son take vow s, argued: ‘Is
tnotsafer forhim to serve God n
the clister than to lose his soul
w ith thee In the w orld?’ Losing your
soul meant going through ‘the
flam es of everlasting mextinguish-
able fire. Christian ideoclogy am ply
reinforoed the legacy of fear from
the pagan past. But as well as sav-
ng the soulsof their nm atesand of
the departed, m onasteries offered
hope to those outside their walls.
The Rule had prescribed m ass once
a week and on feast days.
Theviably, though, a m ass ndustry
developed, with accom panying

donations. G ifts of goods, property,
children (oblates) and the death-
bed eking of vow s — allthese w ere
the currency of salvation ;Bede hin -
selfhad been an oblate and the sys-
tem suwvived ito the 12% century.
If you w ere rich enough you helped
found an abbey.No wealthy m an,
wrote W illiam of M alm esbury I
the 12% century,butthoughtsham e
ofhim self ifhe had not contrbuted
to the buiding of a m onastery.

There were just under fifty
abbeys in England at the tim e of the
Conquest (ncluding eight nunner-
jes) . These w ere the old Benedictine
abbeys like St Augustine’s and
Christ Church m Canterbury, large
well endowed communities with
established traditions of leaming
and in portant mles m their local
econom y. Then, wihinh a century
the num ber of religious houses had
risen ten-fold.Thiswasnotam ere-
Iy Anglo-Nom an phenom enon:
religious fervour was continent-
wide. Englnd’s 10% century
m onastic revival had m imored and
drawn part mspiation from the
Cluniac reform s n France. W hen
Cluny, w ith its huge buidihg pro-
gram m e and netw ork of daughter
houses seem ed to be abandoning
the purity of the Rule, the
Cistercians w ere there to wrench it
back to fundam entals; and at the
end of the 11% century a reform ;ng
papacy underG regory VII fought to
purge the church of abuses and
push back the lim its of secular
pow er In a church-state confronta-
tion thatw ould soon have itsparal-
kln England.

The colonisation of England by
successive m onastic m ovem ents
has been lkened to tribal ncur-
sions, but unlke earlier nvasions
these had the king’s blssihg:
French m onks were natural royal
allies (nterestingly, Hugh of Cluny -
m strustful of W illiam ‘s m otives? -
refiised hisofferof an annualfee n
retum for a regular supply of
m onks) . But Lanfranc, horrified at
the m onks’ spirinal laxness w hen
he amived at Christ Church from
Bec, persuaded a group of Cluniacs
to com e to a priory atLew es. Several
other Cluniac houses were set up
but the highly centralised nature of
their organisation prevented it tak-
ng off m the way of more
autonom ous later Orders. The



Cistercians who follbwed were an
altogetherdifferentm atter.A fom i-
dable force both In num bers and
physical stam Ina, their foundations
were spiriial  pow erhouses
(Rivaulx under Ailred, for
Instance) .This could lead to clashes
w ith older establishm ents. The first
m onks at Fountains (who nitially
had to sleep under a tree and sur-
vive on a diet of leaves) had left
their orighal Benedictine abbey in
York agannst the wishes of their
abbot. Each side appealed to
Canterbury and at one ponnt an
open fight broke out. But notw ith-
standing such problem s w ithin less
than a hundred years there were
over forty Cistercian foundations,
ndependent houses but Inked by
the General Chapter or annualgen-
eralm eeting of abbots which wasa
Cistercian Inovatin. Al save a
handfil of these houses were I
areas thathad oncebeen w ithin the
dom am of Celtic Christianity, the
w Ider parts of England suitable for
the austere life and (as it soon tran-
spired) for the rearing of sheep.

The transiton from bare sur-
vivalto large scale land ow ning w as
slow but hexorable.The w ooltrade
was taking off, the population
grow Ing, towns and trade expand-
ng.StBemard had lived n whata
contem porary had lkened to a
Jper'shut.Butsuch daysw ere over.
W ith the new wealth came more
com plkex finances; and debts.
W ithal their huge incom es m ost
abbeys, supporting nflated popula-
tions of lay brethren and hired
labourers, lived beyond their
means. Standards of living
neviably went up - as Girmldus
Cam brensis noticed when he sat
down to a six course m ealw ith the
m onks of Christ Church Canterbury
I the 1180s. Inceashgly the old
mles (and Rule) w ere having to be
rethought.

ChristChurch isa good exam ple
of how inpossbl i was to keep
w orldly affairs out of the m onastery.
From the 10% century on i had
been one of several cathedral prior-
ies, taking the place of the chapter
of secular clergy. Successive kings
had fought for this change;
Lanfranc at first resisted then
accepted it, but at least two later
archbishops tried to set up colleges
for secular clergy (one attem ptw as
atHackgton), only to be thw arted
by their m onks. Like its sister
house, St Augustmne’s, Christ
Church w asam aprcentre of leam-
g, supplying books to clergy and
laity.Education - literacy -w as seen
as an in portant adjunct to the
m onastic ideal. Lanfranc had stipu-
lated m onks should read one book a
year, and he granted a charterto St

Gregory’s priory to set up a school
forgram m arand m usic for Iocalcit-
zens. M eanw hile Christ Church,
ke St Augustine’s, was a mapr
landow ner: by the 12% century it
ow ned nearly halfthehouses in and
around the town. But property
oould bring law suits; endowm ents,
obligations - some benefactors
lIooked on the priory as a future
retirem ent home. At no point,
though, did the outside world
intrude more bmtally onto the
monastic than on that grin

Decem ber aftemoon n 1170 when
am ed knights storm ed In on the
terrified m onks and their archbish -
op. Becket's martyrdom then
brought the priory still m ore
wealth.

Each of the eleven religious
orers that set up houses 1
Englnd during the 12% century
sought its ow n w ay of dealing w ith
the pressures of the world. W hile
the Carthusians retreated further
to the contem plative life of the
cloister, the Augustinian canons
and the Prem onstratesians (kg
their Rule from St Augustine of
H ippo) em braced pastoral work as
well as poverty and lbour as the
basis of the Apostolic life. The
G ibertines, founded by G ibert of
Sem pringham , set up double hous-
es for men (Augustnins) and
women Benedictines), the latter
m eeting a socialneed forawom en’s
establichm ent which did not canry
the aristocratic overtones of the od
Benedictine nunneries. The
Cistercians too unw ittingly con-
trdbuted to greater socialm obility by
bringing new classes of workm en
and women nto their dom ains.
These changes w ere reflected In the
gradually shifting emphasis m
m onastic culure that helped pave
the way for the m ost radical of the
new Owders, them endicant friars.

Backed by thatm ostpow erfiilof
m edigeval popes, Innocent ITI, the
Dom inicans and the Franciscans
opened a new phase In the m onas-
tic m ovem ent. The life of Christ
ocould only be lived In the world, In
absolute poverty: this was their
m essage, their m ethod to prosely-
tise. The first friars arrived I 1224
and w ere w eloom ed by archbishop
Langton . After spending two days
In Canterbury they went on to
London, establishing m issions
those cities and Oxford - centres
w here m ore friar teachers w ould be
trained. The nfant university was
already aw ash w ith the mtellectual
tidalw ave from 12% century France
w here St Bemard had clashed w ith
Abelard’s philbsophy: by doubting
we com e to mquiry, and by lnquiry
w e pereive the truth’ The m endi-
cants too w ere to challenge existing

thinking n m any w ays, w hether in
the form ofbarefootm onksw aking
through the snow I Canterbury
(all who saw it shuddered to see
them go’w rote a contem porary) or
of controversial thinkers lke the
great Franciscan teacher Roger
Bacon who went to fil..

The convulsions of the 14% cen-
tury - the Hundred Years W ar, the
Black Death and the Peasants’
Revolt - added to the undem ning
of the old order. M onastic popula-
tions never recovered after those
plgue years. The schism 1 the
Papacy, now based In Avignon on
the borders of unpopular France,
weakened rligious byalbes (see
Piers Plowman’s dersion of the
robber Pope of France’) .By the tin e
of Chaucer the unravelling had
gone far.H ispilgrin sm ay be carica-
turesbut they w ere surely recognis-
able to contem poraries - the pri-
oress w ith her little dogs and gold-
en Am or vincit om nia’ brooch, the
fat am @bl friar and the hunting
monk; and it is the monk who
sounds the death-knell of m onasti-
cim wih his dism issive phrase:
Lat Austyn have his swynk to hin
reserved .’ So much for the bbedi-
ence of labour,’he’s saying, som uch
forRules.

The m onastic ideal which had
cem ented society, kept lraming and
literacy alive and acted as spiritual
safeguard for generations of believ-
ersw as In decline. To som eone lke
the 15% century Thom as a Kem pis,
quoted above, thad lostnone of its
redem ptive pow er, but in England
the groundswell against it was
gathering.

The in pulse which gave rise to
m onasticism finds curious expres-
sion I the 215t century. Those
Protestant sects which em phasise
separation from the world, as well
as latterday Rom an and Anglican
coenobites pin com pany w ih less
disciplined escapists of every hue
w ho ook for reality aw ay from life
as it is lived, Kebk’s trivial round’
and ‘com m on task ./

E Caims.
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LETTERSTO THE ED ITOR

SPRING 2002

Dear Editor

Reference yourarticle (Jan ‘02)
on theW W 1 good luck token
found by M rBristow . Hem ay
be nterested In these details:

1242 w as the num bergiven
n the First Sportsm an
Battalion to Private R Stanley.
Thave the history of the Bn

(m y Grandfatherw as an early
m em ber) and Stanley doesnot
appearon the casualty lists
although m any m em bers of the
Bn w ere com m issioned mnto
otherRegin ents and w ould not
appearon the Bn Rollof
Honour.

M rsCunliffe-Ow en con -
ceived the idea of rmising a Bn
of over the enlistm ent age m en
w ho, by their life as sportsm en,
w ere stillhard and fit. The
resultwas aunigue (forthe
tin e) Bn of volunteers of all
classes. M any w ould nomm ally
have been com m issioned
straight Into a Regt.

The unitbecam e the
234 (Service) Battalion, Royal
Fusiliers and w as stood dow n
n 1919. The casualty rate w as
terrble.

M rs Cunliffe-Ow en becam e
M rs Stam ford OBE.

Yours sihcerely
A JBmae

Editr’snote:

ApclogiestoM aurem Bennell, the
arginal antrbutor of the article
whosenam ewasan itt=d In
January. Thearticleprom pted a
cupkofpepletoantactm ew ich -
Ing o find cut nfom ation about
their forbearswhoweareBnmen -
bars; Iwaspleasd tobeablketoput
then In tudh with each ctherand
wih M rBruce.

Dear Editor

The follow Ing notes w illbe of
nterest to any m em ber n pos-
session of Edw ardsRow e

M ores’H istory of Tunstall

(B bliotheca Topograph ica
Britannica VolI (1780) orthe
The Fam ily of Tw ysden and

Tw isden’ (1939),orboth.

Tw ysden and Crowm er

On page 77 of the acocount of
the Tw ysdensw e read that n
1511 Thom asRoyden (a

Tw ysden ancestor) m arried

M argaretW hetenhallof East
Peckham ,whose m otherw as
the daughterof SirJam es
Crowm erof Tuns@all.

A footnote reads: Farthe Pedigree
of Crowm ers=E R M ares’ H igtory
and Antiquidesof Tuns@aTl. ex’.

M aresdoesnotm ention any daugh -
ters of Sir Jam esand m akesAnne
daughter to SirW illiam , thesm of
SirJam es. Thisacords illw ith the
dates, and if it isttue as sated by

M ares that Sir Jam es’sw ifew as sH11
unm arried at thedeath ofher father
n 1464, it isin possble.

In factM ores did notm ake
Anne daughterto SirW illiam .
N ichols (orhis servants) did

w hen preparing M ores’ w ork
forpublication . The Pedigree
on pages 22-24 of the published
w ork have the nam esm ore or
lessasM oresw rote them .

How ever, the lines Iinking them
together are nothing like the
orignal. In M ores’m anuscript
atthe Bodleian Library M S
Gough Kent17) Jam es

Crowm erand hisw ife
Catherme are show n as having
six chidren, mcluding Anne
and her sisters shown just
below George and W illiam , and
John shown justbelow them .
The descent Iine from W illiam
and Alicia (nee Haut) goes

dow n the side of the page to the
bottom line ofnam eswho are
the children of W illiam and
Alicia.

There are sin ilar ervors regard -

Ing the lines in the Hales
Pedigree on page 36 of M ores,
buthere it is easier to see w hat
they should be. Ineed to check
theM S forthe Harlackenden
and Tong pedigrees, w hich both
have oddites n the published
work.

O thererrors n the published
history occur in the selected
extracts from the first Church
Register. The m arriage of

W illiam Crowm er & Elizabeth
Guildford isgiven In the book
as lstOctober 1561, w hereas In
the Register it is 1560 ; the birth
and baptism of tw msJam es
and Barbara is shown as 25th
M ay 1562, w hen the Register
has 1561. Since a daughter
Jane w asbom 12th Septem ber
1562 (book & Register) , the
book dates do notm ake sense.
IThave yetto check theM S to
seewhowasat fault - itm ght
have been an agentofM ores In
Tunstallw ho extracted the
entries forhin . A letter n the
M ores’ papers at the Bodleian

m akes clearthathe w rote to
Churchw arden Charles Stanley
w ith queries.

On the subjct of M ores and
erors, an eror conceming

Edw ard Row e M oreshin self is
to be found in the book
Equiable Assurances’ by

M E Ogbom. The author states
that n his early years M ores
lived atGore Court n Tunstall,
which his fatherowned. He did
not live there! They had a ten-
ant famm er at Gore Court, but
them selves lived In the new
Rectory w hich Edw ard M ores
(senjor) builtin 1712, a year
afterhis arrival in Tunstall, a
picture of which astwas in
1760 is to be seen n M ores’
book.

Brian P.Tumer



Interested In
Local History?

Jon the British Association for
Local History and receive 4 issues a
year of The Lol Histrian, offerng
stin ulating deas and essential guid-
ance, and 4 issues a year of Loml
HisoryNens, w ith topicalnew s, view s
and notices. Also available are one-off
publications at reduced prices, includ-
g the best-selling Researching and
W rithg History’ and a catalogue of
books with titles relating to the
sources, m ethods and approaches
used by Iocalhistorians.

Further infom a-
tion from :BAILH , PO
Box 1576, Salisbury
SP2 8SY or
www bah couk

CHURCHES AND CASTLES PROVIDE

lantlife, Britain’s only nation -
al mem bershp charity dedi-
cated exclusively to conserv-
ng all form s of plnt life
their natural habiat, is call-
ing for owners of ancient
buidings n Kent to look after
the plants which m ay thrive on their
extemalw alls. Ancient buidings and
churchyards are particularly in por-
tant places for finding lichens - plant-
lke form s com prising tw o organism s,
an alja and a fungus, rolled
hto one. Whik the
alga supplies essential
foodstuffs, the fungal
partner provides
anchorage.

Plantlife is so con-

cemed about one such rare
lichen, the Churchyard
Lecanactis (Lecanactis
hem isphaerica), that it
is curently advising
those responsble for
m anaging churches and
castles on the best ways to
ook after these unusual
plntoom m unites.

Found albng the southem
and south-eastem coast, grow -
g on walls where there is no
direct sunlight and litle wai,
the Churchyard Lecanactis sur-

vives In dry shady places such asw In-
dow tracery, w eathered stone w indow
fram es, recessed m ouldings and ren-
dered walls. It is extrem ely sow to
grow and therefore lkes to be kft
alone.

Dr Jenny Duckw orth, Plantlife’s
Biodiversity Research M anager says
“These ancient and historical buid-
ngs really take on a whole new
din ension once you realise that they
are extrem ely in portantw ildlife habt
tats”

Form ore Infom ation, or to get a
ocopy of the managem ent leaflet
Churchyard Lecanactis: 01d walls
Can H arbour Secrets’ contact Plantlife
on 020 7808 0100,

e ail enquiries® plantlife orguk
orw rite to 21 Elizabeth Street London

SW 1W 9RP.

San e of the rare lichen an cur church buildings.

Trying to get a project off the ground?

he LocalH eritage Tnitiative
for the South East Region
m ay be able to help! The
LHI is a national gmant
schem e, m anaged by The
Countryside Agency,
that helps
local groups
to nvestigate, — =
explain and
care for their
local landscape,
landm arks, tradi-
tions and culture.
Funding com es via
the Heritage Lottery
Fund and the
N ationw de.

Som e exam ples of
recent grants inclide
the Kentish Plts’ pro-
Fct, awarded to the

Kentish Cdbnuts Association to
enable w ork w ith Jocal com m uni-
ties and grow ers to nterpret the
history of this traditional
ndustry and the Heritage
"\  Tales’, which ained to
1 htroduce children to the
landscape heritage of
. the Norxth Downs
'\ through a series of
and perfor-
\ m ances.
- W ho can apply?
New or exist-
ng community
and voluntary
groups as long
as they have an
Yy o p e n
i bank build-
ﬁfﬁ"» ing society

acoount and a constitu-

tion et of ules

W hat sizegrantsare avaibble?

£3000-£25,000

Do Ihavweto misany ah?

There isam inin um cash con-
trbution of 5%

Istherea closing date?

No,LH Iisopen allyearand is
expected to mun for at least 10
years. A 3-month decisbn is
guaranteed betw een SeptM ay.
During the summ er this could
take a little Ionger

How an Ifind cutm are?

Application pack -
9000401

Generaladvice - Kevin Haugh
orLisa Birch on 01622 765222

The Countryside Agency,
Sterling House, 7 Ashford Road,
M aidstoneM E14 5BJ

Kevin haugh@ countryside go
vuk or www Jhigovuk

0870
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Dave Perkins PhD, MSc, MIFA

Director - The Trust for Thanet Archaeology

reas of Brital have archaeolb-
gy which has becom e synony-
mous w ith one person - think
of Francis Pryor and the Fens
or John Coles and the
Som erset Levels. Thanet’ and
Dave Perkinsare just such a

on Roman & Saxon Dark Age glass
from Kent.

In 1987 the Twst for Thanet
Archaeolgy (“not Thanet Arch Trust -
we couldn’t ket i be TAT for short!)
cam e nto beng, w ith Dave as D frector.

com bnatin ; Kent'snorth-east
em outpost has benefited from

25 years of hvestigation by a
m an bom and bred t© the area,
wih a passion for his home
landscape and the storkes that
s wealth of archaeological
rem ains can reveal. Iwent to
meethin and hearhis story ...

Bom In Ram sgate m 1938,
Dave's Interest In the past was
stin ulated by a fatherw ho read
avidly w thin historical subjcts
and further fuelled by his
m atemal grandm other's talks.
This rem arkable woman, who
cam e from generations of local
“fichem en w ith plbughs”, had
a huge fund of m em ories and
kbre and “could make the
Sprackling murder of 1653
seem lke only yesterday!™
How ever, there was no chance
of a working class lad pursuing
his interest - the few University
archaeology courses w ere peo-
pkd by those that could afford
to mdulge their curiosity - m oreover, a
chidhood blighted by brittle bones and
much tin e n hospitalhad kd to a lack
of conventionalschooling.

So Dave followed his artistic bent
and accepted a place at M amate Art
School, specialising 11 book and techni-
cal flustration, kading to work In the
comm excial art field. Settled nto this
life, he and a group of friends often
spent Sunday aftemoons explbring the
locality; one Sunday 1 1976 how ever,
his life was changed forever follow ng a
suggestion that they visit a dig at the
Lord of M anor, Ram sgate. On anival,
Dave saw “a hippy, w ith an alum mim
corugated hut and a pup tent and a
series of holkes i the ground” The
hippy’ Nigel M acPherson-Grant!)
showed them rund the site, where a
snall henge monument was being
uncovered. A drive home, a quick
change and Dave retumed to the site.
Hewas htroduced to ditch sections and
washooked. W ithin 4 m onthshewasa
supervisor on the M anpow er Services
Comm ission YTS and has worked con-
tihuously i archaeolgy since.

A BSc I Arhaeological Science
through part tin e study gave hin the
professional cut he felt he needed; the
academ ic world appealed and he went
on to self-fund his M Sc, concentrated

Based In Broadstairs shce 1988, the
Trust has worked on many projcts,
notably the ron Age hill fort’ settle-
ments at North Forland and South
Dum pton and cunrently the faschating
shipwreck of Stirlng Castle, sunk I
1703.

W hen asked for his m ost memo-
bl site, Dave has no hesiation
nam Ing the enthralling’ Jutish cem eter-
ies at 0 zengell, excavated from 1977 to
1980. He assetts that there is nothing
like a grave for raming the craft of field
archaeology - they are a m icrocosm of
the problem s and challenges of the pro-
fession. And the Thanet Jutish graves,
unigue n therw ide spectrum  of differ-
Ing grave structures, are especially chal-
lenging, both I their excavation and
subsequent nterpretation .

Although stillenthused by the exca-

vation of gmaves, Dave now appears
som ew hat blasé, stating that the first
two or three hundred are the best!
Alhough he Jeaves the study of bones
to the experts, w orking out stature, age
and sex is of Interest, as is discovering
mapr traum a. I is the story that the
buried mdividualcan revealw hich fas-
chates. Prehistory is another m ajpr
nterest, as his PhD, awarded m 2001,
reveals, exploring the notion of Thanet
as a bYateway comm uniy’ durig the
Bronze Age to the m id Tron
Age.

Asgked about the future of
archaeology, Dave is despon-
dent that am ateur archaeolb-
gy appears to be lnguishing,
praisihg am ateurs as the light
cavalty’ of the professionals,
vital for relayig inform ation
and also for stinulathg the
nterest of youngsters. At a
ocal level, he is concemed
that the lack of any facility for
the display of m aterial could
lead to the archaeolgy and
history of his area being
gnored.

An accdent on site I
2001 fractured a femur and
hospialisation led toM RSA* -
Dave can never get Into the
trenches w ith a ttowel again.
He rem em bers ying waiing
for the am bulance, covered m
coats, thinkihg “this im‘*t
much ke Tin e Team

M any KAS m em bers w ill
know Dave from the KAS-
funded M mster Villa tmiing dig.
Others will have listened to hin wk
anin atedly at conferences, some will
have been students i his field archaeol-
ogy classes. Due to retire i January
2003, he will be much m issed by the
archaeologicalcom m uniy ofKent. This
w illbe no restfulretirem ent though -he
plns to write up som e of the nterest-
ing excavations of the Trust and Thanet
Archaeological Society, which, through
lack of funding, w ent unpublished. He
w ill also help the Tmst In an advisory
capacty. Forthe last25 yearsarchaeol-
ogy has mld supreme i his life; i
Tooks set to rem ain so!

(* flesh eating bug)

TheEd.

Capy desdlines for the next three isuesare: July isue - M anday June 3w, Odrber issie - M anday Septan ber 2nd,
January isue - Decan ber2nd.
Theediorw ihestodraw attmtin to the i thatneither shenar the Cauncil of the KAS are ansv eable for
phimswhih antriutorsm ay expres n their signed articles; each author isalme repmsble for the
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