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The world’s oldest Iron

framed building in danger

HE W ORLD 'S oldest fron -fram ed
building, hidden from public
view fordecades, is h danger of
collapsing through neglect,
accordng to a local authority
conservation officer.
The 150-year-old boat store
In Sheemess Docks is the only suwiving
foremunner of the m odem skyscraper and
is so In portant it was m ade a schedukd
ancintm onum entm any years ago.

Despite this, its condition has contin-
ued to deteriorate along wih up to 50
other listed buidigs n the docks. Now
legal action is belg taken to force
M edw ay Ports to stop the rot before it is
too ate.

Conservation officer for Swale
Council Peter Bell said: “They are going
for profit and gnoring the duty of care
they have towards these national trea-
sures. That ism orally reprehensble.

"M any of the buidings are In a poor
condition and I a depbmbk sate of

deterioration. It depends on which
experts you consul, but hasbeen said
that the boat store is n inm hent dan-
gerof collapse. Tam notan engheer so

Welcome to your
new style newsletter

Asthenew edior, Iwould ke to extend a very by ‘thank you’ to
Larry and Susan Ibttw ho have w orked so hard over the past few years to
produce this publication ; Inow appreciate how tin e-consum ing the task

can be! M any thanks to both of you.

Hopefully you w illhave noticed and enjpyed the new fom at. Plase
ktm eknow whatyou think.W e are extrem ely keen to hearyourview s.
W hatwould you like to see Included? Perhaps you are minning an event
thatwould benefit from publicity to a w deraudince? Could otherKAS
m em bers’ know ledge help w ith your research? Do you have an
Iteresting story or rem to share? W e hope the new sketterw ill include
allof these, n addition to the usualexcellent articles.

Your suggestions, queries or contrdbutions are Invited !

Iyn Paln er~ New sketter Editor & Inform ation O fficer

Thedodks locking fram  them cuth of the
M edway In an easterdly direction . Tn the
foreground to the right can be sen the
Gradel BoatStore (In fitmtofthe

yellow -roofed w ardhouses) . To the Jkeft isthe
N apolemicGarrism fort.

Idon'tknow .W e need a survey to reveal
how serious the problem is before it is too
e

But, m ore In portantly,M rBellsays it
isnow crucialthat action be taken to sta-
bilise the buildings by canrying out urgent
repairsw ithout furtherdely.

"M y fear is that any long-term solu-
tion w illbe expensive and take at keast five
years to in plem ent. If the ot contues
for that Iong there w on 't be any buidings
Eeftto save,” he said.

Taks betw een M edw ay Ports, Swalk
Council and English Heritage have been
going on foryears In an attem pt to resolve
the probkm s surounding the former
RoyalN avy buidings.

Until now, the council has alvays
shied away from taking legal action, but
matters were brought to a head after
councillors saw for them selves the effect
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tin e and w eather ishaving on the fabric
of these unique historic buidngs.

Tt is understood that, despite nearly
50 buidings giving cause for concem,
M edway Ports is curently fachg just
three w rits, all relating to a terrace of 15
houses n Regency Close. The first is an
uwent repairnotice; the second is a list-
ed building repairnotice and the thid, a
listed building enforcem entnotice.

The decision was taken I a clsed
session of the planning comm ittee and
w as supported unanin ously by m em bers.
Them ove isunprecedented and hasbeen
described by one councillor as a “David
and Golath” battle.

M r Bell, said: “There is a massive
outbreak of dry ot I these houses and
this is extrem ely w orrylng. W e cannot ket
this continue. Every w ndow , every door
and pretty m uch every piece of wood is
affected

The roof is also I a poor state of
repair and water is leaklhg I causing
dam age throughout the stuctureW ork
began 1 m d-Novem beron repairng the
termace to com ply w ith the urgent repair
notice, wih scaffolding and tarpauln
beig erected to protect the stucture
from furtherdam age. D1y 1ot treatm ent
isalso beng carried out.

The listed buiding repair notice is
the next step, com pelling M edw ay Ports
to restore the houses to their orighal
gbry.The bill for this is lkely to bem any
m illions of pounds because every room
and the entire outside needs work.
How ever,M rBellsaid he hasdecided not
to serve thisuntilthe future of the tenrace
was detem ned. “The right buyer could
solve these problem s w ithout us needing
to use statutory pow ers,” he said.

Fially, the Enforcem ent notice has
been issued because M edw ay Ports has
replaced som e w Indow fram esw ith soft-
wood Instead of oak hardw ocod used 1
the orighals. This notice is to force them

A First World War Good

uring renovation of an old
house In Tonbridge, M r Keith
Bristow discovered a m edalor
token wrapped I a pice of
coth and w edged betw een tw o
exposed beam s. The m edal is
25an 1 diam eter.On one side is the r=g-
Inental crest and motto of the Royal
Fusiliers with below i ‘Sportam an’s
Division’ and the num ber 1242. Beside i
is the coat of am s of the Cunliffe-Owen
fam ily. On the mwverse, I a facsim ik
of handw riting, is the m essage ‘from (?)
CunliffeOwen (Chrisdan name undeci-
phered but i appears to be

to do the b again to the comrect stan-
daxds.

To underline isdetem ation Swalke
Council has given M edway Ports four
months I which to take the necessary
steps or face furtheraction .

M rBellsaid: “Ishallbe takng to the
hatbour com pany I the hope that they
w ill co-operate. W e w ould ratherdo this
by negotiation but Inow have the pow er
to force M edw ay Ports if they refuse”

Partof the problem is that little pub-
lic pressure is brought to bear because
m ost peoplke are unaw are that such an
Inportant collection of archiectural
m asterpieces exists within Sheemess
docks, because access has alw ays been
restricted.

"W hile twasmn by the RoyalNavy
no plans existed, the Ordnance Survey
m ap just showed tasawhie space. tis
only in the past 20 or 30 years that
experts ganed access and realised the
significance of the buildings. By then
many of them had already been lst for-
ever,” said M rBell.

*T can see a siuation where the
rem aining buidings are also lost, creat-
Ing an outcry across the w orld buthardly
amum uron Sheppey.”

Sitngboume Clir Bob Baxter, a
member of the Council for Kentish
Archaeology, is so w orried about the sihi-
ation he w rote to his Sheppey colleagues
urgng them to stop “being gentle” w ith
the owners.

He said: "W e have taken on one of
the big boys.Butw e have to dem onstrate
thatwem ean busihess.W em ust face up
to our responsbilities to safequard listed
poperties I the borough. If owners
won't keep them 1 good condition vol-
untarily, we m ustm ake them .Iam very
satisfied by this decision

He hopes that continued bad public-
iy w ill force M edw ay Ports to take action
rather than face a public court battle.

He was supported by Brian Shckir,
of the Sheemess Society, who said: "We
have already lost a ot of buidings and
the rest are haccessble to the public.

“W e have been dependent on the
good offices of English Heritage and

an adbbrevation) Oct. 1914. God
guard you'.

Research by M r Sin on Grieve at the
Tow er of London found that this m edal
was a good luck token donated by M rs
Cunliffe-Owen, a w ealthy philnthropist.
Litle is known about the fam ily but i
appears that stirred by patriotic fever,M rs
Cunliffe-Ow en presented these m edals to
thebravem en w ho signed up forThe 23rd
Battalion The Royal Fusiliers, The
Sportsm an’s Battalion. The reference on
them edalto the Sportsm an’sD wvision’ is
herm istake.

The recruiing centre was The Cecil

Regengy Terrace (subtof theenfoream ent
notiees) isin the antre foreground.
Dodkyard H ause isto the kft. Slightly above
and paralkl isN aval Tarace and to is kft is
thebumtaut chell of theD ockyard Church.

Sw ale Councilto ensure that these build-
ings are saved for the nation . If this can-
not be achived am icably I support the
proposalto get tough w ith M edw ay Ports
before it is too late”

Various schem eshave been discussed
i the past, mcliding dism antling the
Boat Store and m oving it to a site outside
the docks. None have so far succeeded
because of cost or problem sw ith access.

M edw ay Portshas already sold som e
buildings, mcliding the Dockyard
Church, which was recently qutted by
fire. t now has another collection,
hcluding Dockyard House, Dockyard
Cottage, The Stablks, No 1 and 2 M an
Gate, and the 15 houses In Regency
Close,up forsale.

Spokesm an forM edw ay Ports M aria
Clarke said: "W e realise that peoplke feel
strongly about this issue and we have
been seeking a long-term solution w ith
English Heritage. The package w e put up
for sake is clustered I a non-operational
area, however, there are a num ber of
problem s associated with selling them .
Services, for nstance, are tied In w ith the
docks and acgess is obviously an issue”
It is understood however, that a fim
offer to buy the properties is now under
consideration .

M r Bell has em phasised that he is
attem pting to persuade the harbour
authority to put togethera plan to protect
the rem aling historic buidings i their
ownership.

John Hamm and

Luck Token

Hotel n London, and i is thought that
the num ber 1242 refers to the num erical
position of the recruit on piing and not
to the am y num ber. The m edal would
have been provided w ith a blue and red
ribbon to hang round the neck.

Though thesem edalsare not ntrinsi-
cally valuable there are few I ciroulation
and The Royal Fusiliers’ M useum reports
that thasonly bne ortwo’. In this case
the good luck cham seem s to have been
effective and the soldier, whoeverhe w as,
retumed safely, bringing his m edal back
to Tonbridge.



Woad, Tattooing and the
Archaeology of Rebellion

s part of a series of ooca-
sional sem mars, Dr Gilly
Carr of the University of
Kent, (seen recently I the
ChannelFour RealW izaxds:
the Search for Hamy's
Ancsstors and also o next
spring’s The Real Boudim) gave a
faschating tak on the above them e.

DrCarrproposed that the 15 centu -
1y BC to 5% century AD canoe-chaped
osn etic grinders’ w ith bovine, duck
and phallic-chaped tem inal designs,
such as those found at Colchester, w ere
not for Roman use but were istead
used for the preparation of woad for
body panting by native Brions. She
suggested that these tools were n fact
symbols of resistance, with their
existence I this country pre-dating the
occupation, and their contiuing use a
stance aganst Rom anisation .

The term maldesigns perhaps ehte
to the bnding agents used to apply
woad; for exam pk, the duck tem hal
ndicating egg whie or yok, and the
bovine tem inal mdicathg a binding
agent of beef dripping orm ik. A callto
the audience forvolunteers to ndulge n
a litle body panting after a practical
dem onstration of m xing woad wasm et
w ith som e reluctance after Dr Carr dis-
aussed the binding agents suggested by
the phallic term mal designs! How ever,
several Yuhea pgs’ eventually offered
them selvesup. The range of colourpro -
duced by the different binding agents
varied from a steely blue-grey (usefulfor
creephg through the dawn or dusk
unnoticed!) to a deep m dnightblie.

Other colours can be produced by
woad; adding quicklin e produces a
green colour; mubbing the skin w ith the
plntproducesblack. An mfusion of the
plnt i hot water w ih the addition of
an akaline substance, such asam m oni
orurine, produces a woad vat. The ain
of a woad vat is to produce a reduction
reaction, which would reduce the
hsolibkebliewoad nto a soluble w hie
fom , which would tum blue on expo-
sure to air. Ifa person clin bed nto the
vat, their mmersed skin would tum
blie I amund three m hutes after
laving the vat - surely perceived as a
magical process? Dr Camr refered to
som e of the scenes on the famous
Gundestop cauldron as evidence for
this; perthaps even the cauldron itself
wasawoad vat?

A very entertaning sem har -
pethaps the teenagers of today who
tattoo them selves or paint them selves
w ith henna should swich to woad In
tre rebellius British fachion !

If any KAS mem bers
would Ike to receive mfom a-
tion about future sem mars
mn by the School of Classical
& Archaeological Studies,
please contact Dr Patty Baker,
Comwallis Building, UKC,
Cantertbury CT2 7NF, © be
added to them ailng list.

Below :

possiblew cad coluring asdepided an the
Gundeszup cauldren .

LOCAL STUDIES

PACK

LocalStudies
Resources Pack

The N ationalM onum ents
Record (NM R),which is
the public archive of
English H eritage, has
designed this offer
especially forpeople
nterested In finding out

m ore about their ocalarea.

Aerialphotography
provides a fascihating
resource to anyone studying
their locallandscape.O £
Interest to histordians and
archaeologists alike, these
photographs reveala unique
view of the history of your
locality .W hetheryou are
terested h m edieval field
system s, w artin e defences
orutban grow th, aerial
photography can play an
In portantpart n your
research.

Choose any site In
Englnd — i m ightbe your
street, yourvillage oryour
town centre— and the
NM R w illprovide three
different aerialphotographs
for £15 .00 ncluding VAT.
The photographs w illbe
oopied from theNM R'’s
unrivalled collection of
aerialphotography, m ostly
black and w hite, vertical
photographs taken betw een
1945 and 1975.In addition
to the photographs they w ill
supply nform ation from
heritage database on the
archaeology and listed
buildings n yourarea.

The pack mcldes:

® 3 aerialphotographs,
laser copied onto A3
size paper

e An index of the listed
buildings In yourarea

e Full listings for the
archaeology In your
area

For further inform ation
contact:

NM R Enquiry and Research
Services

LocalStudies Resource Pack
2GZ

Tel; 01793 414600
Fax:01793 414606

Em ail:nm rinfo@ english-
heritage org uk

W nter2001/2
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ALLEN GROVE LOCAL

HISTORY FUND

£1,600 given In grants

Last year the Fund made six
grants totalling £1,600 to help w ork
being done by groups and individu-
als. All but one of the grants were
for research for books or for the
costs of publication . The exception
w asone fora display on Faversham ‘s
HeyDay1530-1699 at the Faversham
Society’s Fleur de Lis Heritage
Centre.

The authorsw ho received grants
wereM rsH .Allnson w ho isw riting
a history of Hollingboume, and M rs
M .Law rence w ho is w riting one on
StM ichael’s Church, East Peckham .
Gravesend Historical Society also
received a grant for a book on the
Roman Town at Springhead and
Sevenoaks H istorical Society was
given one for a book on the history
of religious belief n the Sevenoaks
arra which it is producing w ih
assistance from other local groups.
M rsM .Soott’sgrantw as for record-
Ing and publiching the histories of
houses in Leeds.

W hy notapply for one?

Applications are invited for
grants.

The late Allen Grove kefta kga-
cy t the Kent Archaeolbgical
Society to establish this fund to be
used forthepurposes of ressarch, preser -
vatim and enjoym ent of loal higory:
The trustees w ill consider applica-
tions for grants forany prokctw ith
one or more of these purposes.
Projcts m ay be practical ones such
as presentation, publication and
education asw ellas research .

Grantsm ay be m ade to societies
and groups as w ellas to mdwiduals
and are not restricted tom em bers of
the Kent Arhaeological Society .
They are usually around £200 to
£400 each but the trustees would
oonsidera largergrant fora particu-
larly in aghative & Inovative pro-
Fctwhich m ghtnotbe ablk to pro-
ceed w thoutthe grant.Aw ardsm ay
notbe announced untilthe sum m er
orautum n of2002.

Applicationsm ustbe subm i-
ted, on the officialapplication
form , by the 31stM axch 2002.
Application form sand further
mfom ation m ay be obtamned from
theHon.Secretary:M rA.1.

M offat, Three EIn s,W oodlands
Lane, Shome, Gravesend,

DAL 3HH,

orby em ailto

secretary@ kentarchaeology orguk.

The Socity has other grant pro-
gramm es. Fieldwork grants m ay be
obtaned from the Fieldwork
Com m ittee and applications should be
sent to is secretary David Bacchus at
Telford Lodge. Roebuck Road,
Rochester, M E1 1UD or by em ail to
d bachus® tak21.cm .

The Society’s Kent Local H istory
Fund m akes grants to assist wih
serious resecarch  leading to
publication. They are only made to
societies affiliated to the K A S.orthe
KentH istory Federation and m em bers
of those societies or the KA S.
Professional historians and post
graduate students are not eligblk to
apply. Application forms can be
obtaned from M iss E. M elling, 81A
Bower M ount Road, M aidstone,
M EI6 SAS.

TEBBUTT RESEARCH

FUND

This find w as established as a trdb-
ute to the life and w ork of the late CF.
Tebbutt, OBE ., ESA ., and applications
are nvited, from mndividuals and
groups, for grants tow ards research,
ncluding associated expenses, mto any
aspectof the W ealden Tron Industry.

Tt isanticipated that approxin ately
£100 plus will be availbble from the
fiind and any hterested person should
w rite a suitable ketterof application giv-
g details of them selves togetherw ih
relevant mfom ation concemig the
research envisaged.

Applications should be sent to Sheila
Broom field, 8 Woodview Crescent,
Hidenbomugh, Tonbridge Kent TN 11
9HD, Tel: 01732 838698 Em ail: sbroom -
fielde dialpipex.com , not aterthan 31st
M arch 2002 so that she can pass them to
the Panel for consideration .

DO YOU RECOGN ISE THISCHURCH?

There isa huge clletin of unprovenanced i agesheld 1 the KAS colletin .
Pl antact theedittoran 01892 533661




BAA

CONFERENCE

British ArchaeolbgicalA ssociation
AnnualConference 2002

M edieval Art, Arhitecture and
Archaeolbgy in Rochester

Sat27th July -W ed 31stJuly 2002

The BAAConference for the year 2002
w illbe concemed w ith the art, archiec-
ture and arhaeology of Rochester
Cathedraland Priory and the surround-
ng buildings lke the great castle keep.
Tt is exactly one hundred years sice Sir
W illiam St John Hope published his
great study of the cathedral and priory,
and it isnow tin e to reassess hiswork.
Rochester Cathedral, though very close
to London, is one of the least visied
cathedrals mn England, but there ism uch
to see for the Assocition . Vistts are also
plnned to Cobham Hall, M aidstone,
W estM alling and Stone Church.

Those w ishing to offer papers for
presentation at the conference should
w rite, giving a short resum € and an dea
of kngth, to Tin Tatton-Brown,
Conference Convener.

The Conference w eloom es profes-
sibnal and am ateur enthusists equally.
M em bers of the Association w ill receive
a bocking fom w ith their copy of the
jpumal early ;m 2002. Non-m em bers
who wish to attend should send a
stam ped, addressed envelope to Robert
Gwynne, Conference Secretary, as soon
as possblke, n orer to receive further
details and a booking fom .

Any otherqueries should be referred
to Anna Eavis, Conference O rganiser.

Im portant addresses:

Conference O rganiser:

Anna Eavis, NM RC, Kemble Drive,
Sw indon SN2 2GZ

Tel: 01793 414648

Em ail: anna eavis® rchm e.couk

Conference Secretary:
Robert Gwynne, 44 M ontagu M ansions,
London W 1H 1LD

READING

COMMUNIIY ANDDISUNITYINKENT; 4
lectureson Kentand the English CwilW ars
1640-1649 by DrJacquelne Eales.
DrEaksw illbe a contrbutor of one of the
articles n the new series deas and Ideals’,
the first of w hich is featured on pages 8 & 9.
Published by Keith D ickson Books at £5 .99
(hcp&p)

Keith D ickson Books
Unit9, The Shipyard
UpperBrents
Faversham

KentM E13 7DZ

DO YOU RECOGN ISE THISBUILDING?

There isa huge colletimn of unprovenanced in agesheld n theKAS colledim ..
Pl antact theeditoran 01892 533661

BAA
MEETINGS

PROGRAMME OF MEETINGS
2001-2002

M eetings are held at 5.00 pm 1 the room s
of the Society of Antiquaries of London,
Burlington House, Piccadilly, London W IV
OHS.Non-m em bers are w eloom e to attend
occasional kectures but are asked to m ake
them selves known to the Hon . D frectoron
arrivaland sign the visitors’ book .

6 February 2002

English Castles as Pleasure Palaces 1n the
13th and 14th centuries’

by Jerem y Ashbee

6 March 2002

Anglo-Scottish ~ Bomer  Churches
12901690: fortification, security and
defence

by DrChristopherBrooke

3 April2002

The ground pln of the English
Rom anesque Church

by DrRichard Plant

1May 2002
M illenium Review Lecture Series -8
M onum entalBrasses from the 13th to the
20th century: new directions sihce Kent
and Em m erson’
by Sally Badham

The lcture will be followed by the
President’s Reception

DearEditor,

BENEFACTIONSBOARDS

Fora ansdasblke tin €, when an
m y frequent visits to ciurdches in
both dioceses, Thavebeaom e
warred abaut thenegleded andi -
tm ofm ot of thebenefaddms
boards, usuallym culdering
baneath twers.
Thesboardsarevial

records of parochialhisory. One
would hope that, before their
demilsdissppear, records are kept.
deally, they chauld be ansidersd
asin partantashatthm ents, and
ansaved. Grantsareavaibble for
ans=svatim and parishesshould
takeadvantage of these.

Perhaps the Churdches
Can m iteeof KentArchaeological
Socigy could nauguratea
BenefaddmsBoardsRexording
Group.Faryour nterest T
arignally oined KAS 1n 1942.

Yours shaaely

Jchn Physick

W nter2001/2
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RECRUITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS ‘

The Society attracts about one hundred new m em bers each yearbut
this num ber could be mcreased. A new mem bership nfom ation
kaflet has recently been produced, em phasishg the advantages of
m em bersh, to aid the recruim ent of new m em bers.

A copy of the kaflet isenclosed w 1th thisN ew sletterand Iappeal
to every m em ber to use it to recrui a new mem ber to the Sockty.
Com pleted application form schould be sentto theHon .M em bership
Secretary, M rs Sheila Broom field, 8 Woodview Crescent,
H idenborough, Tonbridge, Kent TN 11 8HD . Additional kafletsm ay
also be obtalned from the Hon.M em bershp Secretary.

PaulOlham , Presdent

ROMAN VILLA

ABBEY FARM

Tn Septem ber, theK A S. 1 assoch-
ton wih the Thanet Arhaeology
Society, held its season of excavation on
this com plex and in portantRom an site.
Thirty one peopk attended the dig, plus
members of the Dover Archaeology
Group and the Thanet Society.

During the two week projgct the
follow ng w as accom plished:

i) Foundations of the boundary wall
at the the north -w est comer of the villa
encsure w ere cated and plnned.

i) A finalquestion regarding the villa
structure had been posed, w as there an
apsidalextension at the southem end of
the eastem w Ing? Answ er, no.

i) How big was buidig 4? W e now

have the compkte pln, but no idea
whatthebuidihgw as.

) A very full rwesistivity suwvey was
carried out, this revealing the presence
ofbuilding 5 and a possbk 6.

The suwvey will be m ost usefii], as is
resultsw illgive an nsight nto the scale
of the rem ains 1 this large and in por-
tant villa com plex.

The Canterbury Archaeolgical Trust
has generously supported the projct for
all five seasons. This support has been
m ost appreciated.

For enquiries regarding the Abbey
Fam site, please contact David Bacchus
at the ollow ng address: Telford Lodge,
Roebuck Road, Rochester, Kent,
M E11UD.Tel: 01634 843495
em ail:d bacchuse tak21 com

FOR SALE

A st of Archaeolgia Cantiana
(122 volumes) plus index is belhg
offered for sale. The purchase price is
£600. Please contact the Editor for
furtherdetails.

PADUA

If any m em ber is planning to visit
Taly, hcluding a visit to Padua, would
they please contact M argaret
Law rence? M argaret has an historical
enquity which she would ke vesti-
gated 1 this beautiful od town. Tel:
01622 871 945

MEMBERSHIP

SECRETARY

Shce taking over as m em bershp
secretary I have been actively am alya-
m atihg the databases that w ere previ-
ously used to m anage com m uniatng
w ith m em bers and keeping the mem -
bersh records. Can you please check
that thisnew sketterw as addressed cor-
rectly and, if not, please ktm e know.

If you did not receive the previous
new sktter — @Autumn 2001 No 50)
please ketm eknow astherehasbeen a
slght pwblem n producing the
address labels for that issue and som e
mem bers may have missed out —
apolgies forthis.

You w ill find enclosed a m em ber-
ship renewalfom — please retum this
to m e w ih your cheque if you do not
pay by standing order.

Anything conceming m em bership
should be senttome—

M rsShiela Broom field,

8 W oodview Crescent,

H idenborough, Tonbridge,
KentTNIIOHD.

Telephone 01732 838698.Em ai-

m em bership@ kentarchaeology orguk
orsbroon fielde dialpipex.com .

CHRISTMAS LUNCH

2001

The lunch was held, as I previ-
ous years, at the Hop Fam , Paddock
W ood, where 60 m em bers enjpyed a
tuly festive m eal. They w ere enter-
tained m ost professionally by a group
from the OastTheatre, Tonbridge.The
aftemoon was spent at Preston Hall,
Aylesford, not nom ally open to the
public, guided by our m em ber Jin
Sephton who has researched and
published the history of the Hall.

A.G.M 2002

Canterbury w ill be the Jocation of
the Socity’s annual general m eeting
on the 18th M ay this year. The busi-
ness m eeting will be m the m omig
and we hope to be supported by the
attendance of plenty of m em bers.

We are Portunate that Professor
Martih M illett of Cambridge
University w illbe giving the aftemoon
lcture. He is an expert on Roman
Britai and is taking a special interest
I Kent as one of the leaders of new
research and  excavations at
Richborough which started lastyear.

The results of the elections w illbe
announced attheA G M .Therew illbe
som e vacancies on the Council to be
filled but nom hations can be subm it-
ted for any office; i is the sign of an
active society if there is com petition for
office.

Any five m em bers can propose a
candidate for election as a m em ber of
the oouncil or as an officer.
Nom mationshave to be recetved by the
Hon. General Secretary by the 1st
March at the latest and must be
acoom panied by the w ritten request of
the candidate. To be nom mated as a
Vie President the candidate must
have given distiguished service to the
Society and the nom hation has to be
acoom panied by a ciation descrbing
that service.

Further mfom ation and guidance
can be obtained from theHon.General
Secretary M rA I.M offat, Three Eln s,
W oodland Lane, Shome, Gravesend,
DA12 3HH; email secretary@ kentar-
chaeology org uk .A though an applica-
tion fom doesnot have to be used he
can supply a suitable fom .




WOMEN IN ANGLO-

SAXON SOCIETY

The second Pt KAS and Canterbury
Christ Church University College cne day
conference, Women I Angb-Saxon and
M edieval Society’ w il be held on Saturday
4th M ay 2002

The Speakers:

Barbara Yorke is a Professor of Early
M edieval History at King Alfreds College,
W hchester She will be speaking on The
Royal Nunneries of Anglo-Saxon Kent:
Angb-Saxon Kent hclided amongst is
m apr religbus com m unites five nunneries
thatw ere founded by is royal fam ily. These
establishm ents were Jed by wom en of the
wyalhouse whow ere able to exercise public
pow er as w ell as providing for the spiritial
w ellbeng of their fam ilies.

Caroline Baron isa Professorof H istory
atRoyalHolbw ay, University of London and
will be goeakiig on Women I Medieval
London: As for many themes 1 m edieval
history, London provides ourm a source of
form ation on wom en from m exchant and
artisan backgrounds. This subjgct foms
Professor Behr's current research study.

Shefla Sweetinburch works as a free-
lance historn and part-tin e teacher and
has carried out historical assessm ents for
the Canterbury Archaeolbgical Twst. The
title of her kcture is Johing the sisers:
fenale Imates I Kent's late medival
hospitals: By the late m edieval ages hospi-
tals In Kentw ere housing both the poorand
not o poor. The sisters were expected to
take an active part In the life of the comm u -
niy. This m ght mean carig for the pi-
grin ‘s, poor or sick, or prayig for the soul
of the benefactor and lbouring on the hos-
pialfam , 1 thebrew house, bake house or
kitchen.

ToniM ountw illbe known tom any of
you from her WEA courses on Socil
History; her lecture & entitled
What of the M edieval Housaw ife? This Jec-
ture looks at the everyday life of the
m edieval housew ife. Extensive use ism ade
of orighal source materil for dress, etd-
quette and recipes. Som e Kentish exam ples
w illbe used.

Charlotte Behr Is a senior kcturer n
Roman and Early M edieval H istory at the
University of Surrey Roeham pton and w ill
be speakiig on High Status Women and
Pagan In ages: Goden am ukts w ih pagan
in ages have been found n wealthy early
Anglb-Saxon fem ake graves n eastem Kent.
The am ukets dentify high status women,
who adhered to the cuofOdin and clain ed
Scandhavian orghs. These women may
have possessed political nflience.

KASmembers£8  Non-m em bers £10

Tikes availabe frm  Sen  Gremwood,
Hisory Deparm ent (Conference tickets), Canterbury Christ
Churh Uniesty Collge, Nath Holes Rcad,
Cantarbury, KentCT1 1QU.

Plae exckee @ AE (22x11an) for the mum of
your tikes and make cepe payeble to the
KentArchaeokical Socity.

ROMAN
CONFERENCE

The Theoretical Rom an
Archaeolgical Conference 2002 w ill take
place at the University of Kent at
Canterbury between Friday 5 April and
Saturday 6 April 2002. The conference
provides a forum for young scholars to
present research and to consider theoreti-
@l approaches and new directions n
Rom an archaeology
Session Proposals nclude:

* Pow erfulolem odelsartioulation of
entity through assin flation

* Isritual butof the ordnary’

* M eanigfulobpcts

* Breakig Ground or Treadng W ater?
Theoretical Agendas for the 21st
Century

* hteddischlnary Approaches to the
study of w om en

Further details are avaibbk on the

TRAC web stte,

http;/fvww ukcacuk geclthssicstracht

m ‘plai or contact:

Dr Ellen Swift Lecturer 1
Axrchaeology, School of European Culure
& Languages Comwallis Building,
University of Kent at Cantetbury, KENT
CT2 7NF tel 01227 764000 ext. 7898
direct Ine 01227 827898 fax 01227823641

KENT HALF-DAY

CONFERENCE

20 April 2002 at the Exchange Lecture
Theatre,M aidstone

As part of is conthung drive to keep
m em bers nfom ed about archaeolbgical
activity in their localarea, CBA SE w illbe
armanging a halfday conference next
spring on cunent archaeobgicaldiscover
s I Kent. The program m e w il consist
of four firstclass speakers who are
nvolved 1 some of the most excitng
work currently taking place.

Recent Arhaeobgial Work 1 the
Ebbsflet Valkey - Steve Haynes or Jay
Cawer RailLink Engheerig)

Canterbury W hiefrirs - Recent
Discoverks - M ark Houliston (Canterbury
Archaeolgical Trust

Westem Helghts: Dover's other great
fortress - PaulPattison (English Heritage)

Archaeolgy Round-up - John W illams
(County Archaeobgist, Kent County
Council)

A booking fom for this event is enclosed
w ith thisnew sktter .

LECTURES IN THE
LIBRARY

Tuesday, 12th February 2002 at230pm .
Buylg a computer A discussion group
w ith briefpresentations for those contem -
phting the purchase a com puterora new
user.

Adm ission Free*

Tuesday, 19th February 2002 at230pm .
The Use of Com puters In Local H istory
Research A discussion group wih brief
presentations

Adm ission Freet

Tuesday, 12th M arch 2002 at230pm .
GAVELKIND by KarlW itwer

Adm ission £2*

*There are 30 tickets avaibbk for each meeting.
M em bers m ay bring guests. Please telephone 01634
240015 or em ail d@ degin dem on couk to reserve
your tickets and, w here paym ent is requested, pay at
the door.

Thenew Lectures I the Library series has
been w ellreceived by those attending. The
first lcture was on Copyright for
Archwistsand otherusersof archives. Tin
Padfield of the Public Record O ffice gave a
detailed explanation of copyright law w ith
practical examplks. His handout was
excellent. The second Jecture w as by Tom
Sawyer. The title of his lecture was
Trapn’s Comn to Tines Roman! He
outlhed the history of letter-fom s,
explied technical tem s and provided
practicaladvice on the choice and presen-
tation of m odem typefaces avaibblk to all
i m odem w ord processors. For those w ho
m issed the kcture he has provided a read-
g Iist. I you would lke a copy, please
send a SAE to Denis Anstey, Lectures
Secretary, 86 M ailing Road, Snodland,
ME6SND.

RESCUE

ARCHAEOLOGY

Council forK entish Archaeology

50 YEARSOF KENT

RESCUE ARCHAEOLOGY
Saturday 27th April 2002 2.00-5 30pm
Queen Elizabeth s Gram m arSchool,
Faversham .

A celEbration of 50 years (1952-2002) I
Kentof archaeobgical discoveries, exca-
vation, preservation and publication, w ith
iistrated taks, digplays and bookstalls.
INFORMATDN & TICKETS

from C K A.7 Sandy Ridge, Borough
Green,KentTN15 8HP

NOTICE
BOARD

NOTICE

W nter2001/2
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AUGUSTINE AND THE CONVERSION

here w ere fourm ain phases to
e conversion of the English :
itial  success, reverse,
ew ed attem pt and consoli-
dation, this Jast follow ed by a
chattering of the new Iy erect-
ed stuctures durhg the
Vikig raids. The w nning of England
forChristendom wasa farfrom staight-
forw ard process. The story is shot
through wih drama, and there were
several nodal points when history
seem ed to catch isbreath, as ffnot sure
which direction to take.

One such m om ent cam e at the very
start, m 596, when Augustine, h m i
Jumey, lost his nerve and retumed to
Rom e. The Saxonsw ere notoriusly vio -
lnt. The pumey through recently con-
verted Gaul, even w ith a large com pany
of monks, held many hazards. But
Gregory Iwas not going to give up his
m ission so easily. 't is better never to
undertake a high enterprise than to
abandon i when once began,’ he
adm onished.Augustne setoutagain.

This particular high enterprise had
been plnned for a ong tim e. By the
cbsing years of the sikth century the
auguries were good. Gregory had
secured a safe passage for his party
through Gaulfrom the Christian king of
the Franksw hose daughter, Bertha, w as
w ife of Ethebert of Kent. M eanwhile
the recent devastation the Lom bards
had w rought In Faly, w ith the destruc-
tion of St Benedict’s M onte Cassino a
few years earlier, gave added urgency to
them ission . If the foundations of w est-
em Christianiy were under attack, at
least its limbs should be extended.
Bede’s acoount of the fairhaired
Anglians In the Rom an slave m arket is,
lke som any ofhis stories, a vivid w ay of
encapsulating a truth - Gregory’s deter-
m nation to push the frontiers of
Christendom northw ards. The classical
Roman idea of imperum , embodying
notionsofuniy and civilisation , had not
died, m erely taken on anew fom .

There w as another com pelling rea-
son behind the English m ission. Those
parts of the British iskes dom mated by
Celtic trbes - and they were still the
m aprity -w ere already converted, but to
a brand of Christianiy not alv ays w el-
com e toRom e.The zealof theirm ission -
aries had dissem hated a fiercely Ide-
pendentand austere version of the faih.
In ntellectual tem s the Celts were a
still pow erfil force: G regory hin selfhad
corresponded  with the redoubtable

Colum banus.M ilitarily, how ever, face to
face w ith the Saxons, they hcreasngly
faced defeat.

The Anglo-Saxons kingdom s were
m ilitaristic societies, w elded (and riven)
by blod-feud and battle: ‘ferocisim i
Saxmes' Gildas had called them .
Gregory’sm issionaries w ere going to an
islhnd where com petihg pagan king-
dom s had been honig their fighting
skills for a hundred and fifty years.
Am ong these kingdom sa suprem e mukey,
a brymwealda, had com e to be recog-
nised; and at this juncture, i 597, the
bryenwealda w as Ethebert of Kent.

Ethelert’s political m arriage w ith
Bertha had been an astute m ove, secur-
hghin controlof the English Channel.
The price for it was Bertha's freedom to
practise her Christan faith (nh St
M artin’s, Canterbury) under the guid-
ance of her Frankish chaphi.
Ethebert, though remainng a pagan,
must have become fam iliar wih
Christian ity. But he stillkept a safe dis-
tance from the m issibnaries when they
arived, w ary of theirm agic.

To someone lke Ethelbert, who
traced his descent from W oden, the god
of war, Augustihe’s teachings were I
starkest contrast to all his previous
beliefs.One Jesus, a Jew ish teacherand
healkr,w asbelieved to be God mcamate.
Hehad died on a cross, had been raised
from the dead, and he offered a heaven
to those who would follow hin .A uni-
versal sockty, the chuwh, was the
guardian of these truths which were to
govem the conductofm en and nations.

W hat, then, did this new wligion
have to offer Ethebert (or any other
pagan mler)? Firstly, an allpow erful
deity: no challenges from other gods.
Secondly, the backing ofa pow erfulspir-
iualcentre,Rom e,w ith itsgrow ngnet-
work of monasteries stretching across
Eumwpe. Thidly, the inmeasurable
bonus of literacy and the w ritten codes
of law s that would legitim ise and pro-
tect your rights. O £ course none of this
was obvious on that spring day I
Thanet. But forty m onks In theirhom e-
spun habits would still have m ade an
aw esom e In pression, lkew ise the clas-
sical language of their riual, with is
ancient resonances. (Bede w as perhaps
the first person w ho recom m ended that
prayer should be translated Into the ver
nacular so the whole congregation
would leam how to be ‘full of fath’).
Lastly, itw as that very faith, as opposed
to the superstitions of paganism - ove

as opposed to fear - which w as the rev-
olutionary m essage of the new religion.

And itwon Ethebertover. The next
step forAugustine w as the setting up of
an episcopal fram ework. Gregory's
vision was of an English church 1
which m onk-bishops would be the pil-
brs that supported the overarhing
structure w ith tw o archbishoprics, York
and Canterbury, at its apex. After
Augustine was histalled 1 Canterbury
and Justus n Rochester (and m orem is-
sionaries, among them Paulnus, had
arrved from Rome), the conversion
pushed northw ards, m aking them ostof
Ethebert’'s influence which at that
pont stretched up to the Humber. &t
seem s that here the problm of the
Celtic tribes arose: their areas bordered
the w estem edges of the Kentish bryten -
weala.

Gregory and Augustine had dis-
aussed the Celtic question. Augustme
had sent Gregory lists of questions as
unexpected contingencies arose, and
Gregory replied w ih unfailng w isdom
and hum anity. W herever possbl, the
m ission was to accom m odate existing
practices. Pagan tem ples? - purify them
and conthue using them , he wrote: try
not to alienate the localpopulation .

Exoept the Celtic bishops. A1l the
bishops of Britam,” Gregory directed,
We comm it to your charge.” There w as
to be one ecclesiastical overbrd I
Briah -Augustine.And Augustine, n a
(calculated?) snub, failed to stand w hen
hem et the Celticbishops.Bedem akesa
vivid story out of this and again, what-
ever the em broiddery over the 130-year
gap, one senses is kemel of tmuth.
Unlke Kentish idol-w orshippers, Celtic
Christians w ere not to be placated .

Tt was a question, in m odem par-
lance, of linem anagem ent.Pow erin the
Celdc church Ly wih is abbots to
whom the bishops played a secondary
role. M onasteries were ndependent
units, and though each looked to the
Pope as the ultm ate authority no arch-
bishop was considered necessary to
Interpret that authority. D ifferences of
detail betw een the two churches’ style
of tonsure, eucharistic ritual, the dating
of Easter, the rival Gospel sources of
their tradiions figured lamely at
different tin es, but these w ere outw ard
sym bols of a struggle that was at root
political.

The progress of the conversion fol-
low ed the shifting of kingly suprem acy,
first from EthelbertofKentto Raedw ald



of East Anglia, then north to the
Northum brians. Again w e have another
Bedean set piece, the m arvellbus scene
where Edw n of Northum bria consuls
his wian. But Edw In had m arried the
Kentish Ethebert’'s daughter: Paulinus’
m ission w as virtually a foregone conclu-
sion. W hat probably none of the m is-
sionaries bargained for (and they were
the second generation now) was that
when their backs were tumed the old
godsw ould creep back .Raedw ald putup
a tem ple next to his altar, M elliis was
chased out of his new church of St
Paul’s in London and n KentEthebert's
son reverted to paganisn (his grandson
was to retum to Christianiy) . To com -
pound matters the frontders of
Christianity w ere being extended - but
by Celtic m issionaries. By the m iddle of
the seventh century Aidan and Cedd'’s
m ission from lona, via Lndisfame, had
brought Celtic Christianity as far south
asthe Tham es.

It was a mom ent of crisis for the
Rom an church. The nidal conversions
had been of the top peopk - kings and
their advisers and courtiers. The next
generation of mulers, and possibly people
ower down the social scale, had
rebelled. Only Celtic Christianity, w ith
its directly pastoralapproach, w as hold-
ing s own.The synod of W hitby, called
I 664, was a response to this crisis.
Ostensbly (according to Bede) i was
sum m oned to Iron out problm s at the
Northum brian court where king Oswy
and his wife wanted guidance over
when to celebrate Easter - on his Celtic
date (hehad been broughtup 1 Iona) or
herRom an one.Oswy's brother Oswvald
had m arried the daughterof the W essex
king, therwby bringhg Celtic
Christianity to the W est Saxons: Oswy
didn’t need a map to see how the bal-
ance of (Christian) power lay. W as he
hoping, nonetheless, fora Rom an victo-
1y, was it accident (as Bede has i) that
putW ilfrid forw ard as them ain defend -
eroftheRom an cause w hile the Scottish
Colman, of Lindisfame, defended the
Celtic? Colm an needed an hterpreter,
while W ifrid com bined the adversarial
ckills of a barrister w ith the sty of the
Northum brian aristocracy he'd been
bom mto, and 1 his convictionshe w as
onthental’ to his fhgertips. W hen
Oswy cam edown on the side of St Peter
(Rom e), the future shape of the church
I England w as sealed . Fault-lnes from
the preW hiby era were, for the
mom ent, buried - though they would
surface repeatedly throughout Englich
history. W ith the m ission to the South
Saxons twenty years later (again,
W ilfrid’s work) the conversion of the
English w as com plete.

Fatenow placed Theodore of Tarsus,
StPaul'sown city, In Canterbury, n 669
(he was the thid choice for the arch-
bishopric) . Theodore brought all the
skills and wisdom he had acquired

Byzantiim to strengthen the English
Church . Eastem Christianity had m any
sin ibrites with Celtic; some of the
practices Theodore ntroduced (lke pri-
vate confession) were comm on to both.
He was a man of enlightened, organis-
g genius and, even at the age of sixty-
six, huge energy. He toured the countxy;,
creating new dioceses and appointing
new bishops (there w ere three when he
began, fifteen when he died twenty
years lter) Atthe synod ofH ertford,, the
first attended by all bishops, his canons
set up a unified stucture for the whole
church which was Jater com plem ented
when he prescrbed detailed miles of
conduct for religious houses m his
Penitentials. (In one of the latterhe rec-
omm ended that judgem ent of those
accused of capital offences agamnst
m onksand clerics should fallto bishops,
a legalpontw hose htervariantsw ould
tear church and m onarchy apart - but
thatw as In the future; at this stage king
and prin ate lived for the m ost part in
happy sym biosis, each benefitng from

the other's strength .)

Theodore's achievem ent, m Irored
by the m ission of his northem contem -
porary, Cuthbert, who com bined Rom an
allegiance w ih Celtic practices, w as the
catalyst for a unique culural flow erng
which followed. It w as not an accident
thatKentwas In its vanguard: licrative
trading Inks and exposure to continen-
tal culural mfluences m ade it far and
away the richest kingdom . The school
Theodore founded at Christ Church
Canterbury becam e the culural pace-
setter for the whole country. It had a
uniguely broad curriculum which
nchlided classical studies, Rom an law,
maths and music. Other foundations
ollowed. At Weamouth and Jarrow
Benedict Bisoop buil up the lbrary
w hich Bede later used. The outstanding
relic of this tine, the Lindisfame
Gosgpels, bears w iness to the rich cross-
aulural flow ering of this golden age.

But such relics are rare: the golen
age’ lasted barely a century. The back-
ground to it was the evershiftng m ili-
tary balance of pow er - N orthum bria to
M ercia, M ercia to W essex. The Church
m ghthave achieved am easure of unity,
but at a political kvel the country was
still a patchw ork of warring kingdom s
which was one of the rasons am ong
m any for the Viking raids that began at
the end of the eighth century. twasno
concidence that the firstm ajprraid was
on Lindisfame. The m onasteries were
honeypots to the m arauders. Kent, w ith
its w ealthy abbeys at Reculver, M mster
and Cantetbury and is accessibility (the
sea-frontierw as suddenly a hazard) was
an cbvibus target; the Danish am is
also found Thanet and Sheppey conve-
nent wntering quarters. Canterbury
w as sacked tw ice during the ninth cen-
tury (once by M ercia), and agan at the
beghnig of the eleventh when the

archbishop, Aeltheah (St Alphege) was
captured and m urdered and the raidng
amy had to be paid off wih 48,000
pounds of silver. According to the Anglb
Saxmn Chrmick, all Canterbury’s church-
men and women were seized and no
one can say how great a part of the
hhabiantsthatwas.

The effect on church life w asdevas-

tating. The careful stuctures that had
been so painstekingly builtup com plete-
Iy cracked. Demomlisation I the
m onasteries show ed 1n the gradualdis-
persal of monastic lands, while the
destruction of buidigs and lbraries
virtually eradicated the centres of leam-
ng.
This is the sad end of the first phase
of the christianismhg of England.
Regeneration was to come, wih the
tenth century revival of m onastic life.
And we, w ih hindsight, know that the
radical notions that erupted I Kent in
597 w ere to shape lives and nstitutions,
and be contihuing elem ents I our
national consciousness, up to the pre-
sent day. But contem poraries who
prayed for delivery from the fury of the
Norsem en had only their faith to susan
them .

One exam ple of such faith can be
seen I the gift of an eghth-century
gospel book, the illim hated Codex
Auraus, donated to Chrst Church
Canterbury som e hundred years laterby
certaln ealdom an Alfred and his wife
W erburg. They had bought the Caodex
back from one of the Vkng am is

(who had stolen i orbeen paid off w ith
i) because we were not willng that
these holy books should remam any
longer I heathen hands’, says their
dedication in O English; and theyd
given i to Christ Church.

How much did it cost, one w onders,
how did they negotiate the deal? T
these details, w hich w e w illneverknow,
lie all the realities of life two centuries
before the Conquest. The details we do
know ,how ever, tellusthat tw asthanks
to theAlfredsand theW erburgs -aswell
as the W ilfrids and the Cuthberts and
the Theodores - that Gregory I's high
enterprise, I gpite of all vicissinides,
sucoeeded .
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ADDITIONS TO KAS

LIBRARY

HATTATT,Rihard

Ancientand Rom ano-British brooches

s, diagrs

Dorset Publishing Com pany, 1982 09021 29392
W ell ilustrated w th num erous exam ples and a
good descriptive text.

A valuablke guide to dentification and preserva-
tion .One of severalvolum esand pam phletspre-
sented to the Library by Abert Dankls.
HARRINGTQN ,Duncan

KentHearth Tax

British Record Society w th KentAmhaeobgical
Society.2000 0901505 439

VoL XXIX I the KentRecords Series

NEWMAN ,Rihard

H istorial archaeology of Britain c. 1540-1900
Tis., m aps, dagrs.

Sutton Publishing. 2001 07509 13355

Clear overview of past m edival archaeology
England, W ales and Scotlnd. W ell histrated
w ith an extensive bbliography.

COLLIS,John

Diggig up the past: an hiroducton to archae -
ologimlexavation

Tus., dBgrs., bblog.

Sutton Publishing, 2001 07509 27372

Concise and w ell ustrated , this ntroduction o
excavation technijues is ain ed at professionals
and amateurs alke. It contains detailed
acoounts of site preparation procedures and has
awhole chapteron the treatm ent of burials and
skektalrem ans.

BLACK, Shirley Burgoyne

A gholarand a gentlam an:Edward Hased, the
hisorian of Kent.

Frontport, plates, bblog.

0 tford : Darenth Valley Publications, 2001

0950 7334

A substantialw ork by a noted Kent scholr. This
lively and fom ative book is the first fullbivg -
raphy of Kent'sm aprhistorn . W elliluistated,
w ith a good hdex, i is essential background to
w hat isarguably one of the best county histories
everw ritten .

DE LA BEDOYERE, Guy

TheBuildingsofRom an Briain,

Ts., phtes. diagrs., bbliog.

Stroud : Tem pus Publishing, 2001 07524 19064
First published 1n 1991, this usefulw ork recre-
ates the appearance of Rom an Briah by carefiil
reconstructions of the buidings as they appear
from excavated ground plans. A w ide range of
buidig types are covered, as well as mads,
drains, aqueducts and lghthouses. There is
much of Kent Interest 1n the text.

FLETCHER, SirBanniser

A hisory of archiedure on the com parative
m ethod.

Tis., m aps, pltes, dbgrs., bblog..

London : Architectural Press, 20 th edition, 2000
07506 2267

Thism onum entalw ork, added to the Lbrary in
the test editon, hasbeen I print sihce 1896.
A tourde foree, tusesa com parative m ethod to
trace the history of arch tecture, from the earli-
est tin es until the present day. The saope i
world w e, but every facet of the w ork isofuse
to the historian, archaeolbgist and scholar. The
chapters dealng w th the developm entof archi-
tecture In Europe from Prehistoric tin es until
the Renaissance period are Ikely to be of special
valie tom em bersof the Sockety. The pltes, dia-
gram s and text are superbly detailed, as is the
bbliography for this very new editon. A
valiabke source of rference for any study
nvolved wih the way buidings have been
designed and constructed.

LEAVES FROM
LIBRARY LOG

Foreign Joumals

Som e m em bers m ay not be aw are that the
Lbmry receives, by a sinpk process of free
exchange w ih ourselves, a quantity of pumals
and yearbooks from several European lkamed
bodies and societies which have sin {lar hterests
to ourown. Although som e of these publications
are In nguagesw hich m Hhtbe a barrierto som e
m em bers, eg. Flem ish, Danish, others are offered
T more accessbk lnguages, and som e contain
articles 1 English, either as a full text, or as an
abstract. O ften produced from generously funded
bases, these pumalsare hvishly ilistrated, and if
bnguage is a problen , the ilistative matter
alone rmpays sauthy. Alo, arhaeobgical
research 1 Belgim .Holbnd and 1 Scandnavia
hasmuch 1 common w ith our own activites. A
good exam pk is the proceedings of the National
Service for Archaeological Heritage I the
Netherlands. Printed 1n English, T contains sever-
al faschating papers, profusely iistated and
w ith m any m aps and diagram s. An acoom pany-
ng folder contains further maps and plans.
Tnterested members will find & worthwhie to
brow se am ongst these exchanged ttem s. They do
how ever, present probkm s of accomm odation,
which isalvaysata prem im 1 ourLibrary, and
the question is1aised, should wem ahtah pem a-
nent files of foreln pumals, or should w e regard
them asexpendabk, pethaps rahhg only issues
over the last two or three years? The Hon,
Lbrarian would Ike to hear ophin from mem -
bers and to know how useful they have found
these pumals to be 1 theirown work and fields
of nterest.

Gordon W ard Collections

The Socity is fortunate 1 having at is dis-
posal the considermbl colkctions of Kent
ephem era oollected 1 the early years of the hst
century by Dr.Gordon W ard. Form any years this
oollection has been housed 1 a series of phce
labelled folders, which I tum, w ere kept 1n office
filng cabmets. Volinteers are now exam g
these folders, listihg contents, puttig mwpais and
conservation 1 hand, and generally m aking the
whole collection m ore accessble o researchers.
As wih any paper based arhival m ateria], the
kss physical handlng material receives, the
greater the opportunites for conservation. W ih
thism nd, w e Itend to list the whok contents,
by place nam e, on a data base 1n the Lbmary; o
that ntending users can know inm ediately fany
place fik i tkely to contan the hfom ation that
theyneed w thoutphysicalpemusaltaking place. &
m ay also be possbk to print out the contents of
the collection 5o that it can be used asa guide and
a source by those w ho cannotuse the lbrary w th-
out travellng bng distances. The fnalplhn is to
house all of the contents 1 acid free boxes and
folers, w ith a clear belling and guiding system .

A signifiantnew acquisiton

The Library conthually updates is stock,
addigm any tem swhich are lkely tobe of use to
curent and future generations of m em bersand
there are opportunities to acquire personalcolec-
tons of significantvalue.

The Hon. Lbrarin has recently been abk to
purchase, from a private nd¥idual, a num ber of
books about Kent and whith were not hiherto
part of our stock. The sam e dividual was alo
willng to partw ith a collection of about 40 fold-
ers, each of which contaied a quantity of quides
to churches, castles, m onum ents, m useum s and
transportation system s throughout the county.

The period coversd 1anges over about 50 years up
to the current tine. This fortunate acquisition
m ds us that many such item s are discarded
once a vist, or a holday is over, or personal
papers are beng w eeded out, pethaps during pro-
bate or sinfbr. The Hon. Lbrarbn i alvays
plased to receive any ttem saboutKentand, given
the vast proliferation of guides and pam phlkts,
perscnalgifts are often the first tin e that we can
be aw are of thelr existence. W hen one considers
the nfom ative valie of m any pam phlets that the
Sockty so acquired I the early years of is exis-
tence, then one m ay m ore easily understand how

rkvant s to contiue w ith this process n the
present.

JOURNEY TO MEDIEVAL

CANTERBURY

The Socity’s President and m em bers of the
Education Comm itee w ere present recently at the
wellattended lunch of the above
publication..

It is the second 1 a series plnned by the
Cantetbury Archaeobgical Tmust through its
Education Service. M em bers w il recall the suc-
cessfill first booklet which dealt sin flarly wih
Rom an Cantetbuty.

M edieval Canterbury has been writen by
Andy Hamsvorth wih contrbutions fiom
M arion Green and others w thin the Trst. & is
desioned prin arly for young readers, but readers
of allagesw il find *of real nterest.

The coverprice is £4 95, butonce agan a dis-
oountof10% (to £4 45) hasbeen agreed for shgle
copies orered by KAS mem bers. Orders, w th
payment, should be sent to Ruth Walder,
Canterbury Arhaeological Trust, 92a Bwad
Sweet, Canterbury CT1 2LU0 (email wth-
waller® canterburytrustoouk).

LEAFLETS

You w ill find enclsed a set of three
leaflets on The Story of Fortifications
Through the Ages; these are produced
by the Historic Fortifications
Netw ork, a collaboration betw een 17
towns I Kent, Nord-Pas de Calis
and W est Flanders, Inked by history,
origin and evolition. KCC have
kindly given us copies to distrbute to
KAS m em bers.

Launchig thism onth isanew
book by KAS m em berVictor Sm ith, a
know n authority on fortifications.
Front-lne Kent’ isa w ell-ilustrated
history and guide to Kent's
fortifications from 1400 to the Cold
W ar. Thebook w illbe avaibble
from KCC ata price of around £7.

Please contact

Judith Roberts,

Environm entalM anagem entUnit,
214 For,

Invicta House,

M aldstoneM E14 1XX

em ail:

Judith Robertse kccgovuk




THE KAS EXCURSION TO DERBYSH IRE:PEAKS.

ar the first tine, we are exper-
m entingw ih a fiveday, Insead of
a wek-Img exaursin, thus Jav-
g valiabke smmer wekends
free. Men bas and frdends who
havenct phed usa previcusholk
aysw illbewam lywelom ed
this five day tour, which w ill have pidk-up
ponts throughout Kent. Toal aost is £255
perpasm, halfbcard (ncluding entrance
fees to Chatawarth and to Lyme Park).
M odest singleroan Sapplen ent.

Our hotel is the Ringwood Hall n
Brin ingtm, near Chegexrfield. The pln-
daur of a fine Geagian M anar House is
refleted I the smsitive refirbishm ent of
thishowel. T is s n 29 aaes of parkland
and gardens, and has 31 nmdividual and
tradifimally decorated bedroan s, all w ith
en-suiebathroom s.

Each day we will tawel
through the sEenic golndour of
the Peak Didrit Natimal Park
whih, wih is pasoml
landsmapes, sparkling rivers and
Gesp dales, fom s the badkdrop of
thistour.

Amogst other sies, we
w il vistt:

CHATSWORTH, “a man-
sin fitto satisfy a king”, built in
the ssmntemnth entury for the
first Duke of Dexnchire, wih
grounds landsaped by Capability

Brown.

HARDW ICK HALL N T), built by
the notoricus Bess of H ardw ik during the
reign of Elizabeth I, desrbed as “m ae
gbss than wall” and “lke a huge ghss
ntem” .

LYM E PARK,am agnifientm ansim
w ith groundscofoverl 400 acresand beau-
tifial view s tow axds the Peanines. En route
wepass through G lossp, w ith isVidorian
m ills.

MATLOCK BATH , ancther gpa town
and Vidorian resort, s£ 1 a nanow vally
near the grandiossly named Heights
of Abraham , which @an be agended by
abkar

KEDLESTON HALL, a fine Palka-
din m ansim.

CRICH ,wheewew illhave thecpim
of visiting the qoen air tram way m ussum
o ridem vintage tram s.

Hardwik Hall

CHESTERFIELD, wih is parih
curch fam aus for its aocked pire, and its
busym arket.

BUXTON , theform erspa and highest
town I England, whih has fine eam pke
of Geargian archiedure, and s e ovely
publicgardes.

Far further inform ation amtactJoy Saynay;
Exaursins Secrstary at Friars, Showham ,
Sevenceks, Kent TN 14 7TD or telgchane 01959
522713

Local History Week

The Historical Association is bringhg
together a w ide range of national and Jcal
organisations throughout Britah to cele-
brate a week of excitihg localhistory events
and activites on 4th - 12th M ay 2002. Are
you taking part or organisig an event? Let
us know what will be happening around
Kent!

11th M ay - LocalH istory W ek Keynote
Event - A Celkebration of Local History, at
Beveridge Hall, London to include speak-
ers from a huge range of organisa-
tionsdiscussing curent issues n local
history and behind-the-scenes view s of
faschating local projcts. For more
nformation contact Debra Birch,
Tnstihiute of H istorical Research . Fax: 0207
862 8745 Em ail: d birch@ sasacuk.

The Association are also unnig som e
specihlevents earlier n the year:

231 Febmary - Education conference
at the Public Record O ffice, focusing on the

use of historical sources
271 April - Educatin kcure by
M ihaelRikey

Full details of these availbk on their
website www historyorguk or 0207 735
3901

Em ail: enquiry® historyorguk

Also of nterest:

4th & 5th May ~ Family
History Fair 10am -5pm at the
RHS, New Hall &

Conference Centre, Greycoat Street London

SW1, owanied by the Sockty of
Genealogists, 0207 553 3290 Email:
Eventse sogorguk

LIVING IN KENT

Another addiion to our bcal history
nform ation sourcihg has been m ade avail-
ablkeon a CD called LIVINGINKENT.

Ihtroduced by Tony Robinson, of
Channel Four's Tine Team ’, t is packed
wih more than 600 hteractive nanatives
and has a wealth of in ages, gam es, actvi-
ties, g history’ presentations and mre
archive film footage.

Ttalso hasdetailsofhow to find m use-
um s, archives, historic sites, and other

organisations.

Availbl from your ocallbrary,
m useum , and selected schools orby con -
tacting: LIVINGIN KENTCDROM ,
CuluralDevelopm ent, Arts & Libraries,
Springfield, M aidstone, KentM E14 21H
Tel: 01622 221379
E-m ailihteractivehistory@ kentgoviuk
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| | grisly history of the Tower of London
before trtyng on som e of the (sm aller!)
am our from there.
We wer privileged to be gien a
behind the scenes’ tour at the Natural

History M useum by Andy Cunant; the

fthe good ok of Kent'spasthad One of our most outstanding and wonder on the chidren’s faces whilst

blessed wih foresipht, I enpyable events was the resistiviy —€xam ning bones from Dam in's own ool
wonder how they would have survey s e lecton willstaywihme fora long tine.

viewed some of the events o t £ Our plans for 2002 nclide a visk to
AD2001? Would i ever g e M ap Room at the British Library, an
occurred to them that some Q | DN of 0bury hilifort and our
efr commo actjyim'e agery. Theya]so Teamt to use a theodo- oned vist to Avebury and
would provide our chg archaeo™  lite and produce digitalin agesof finds. & S ge, cancelled due to foot and
Jgicalactivities? great m i of fhepmaccaland fechnobgi- M outh lastyear. I wehope tohelp
Th M arch 2400 the i A mm,ﬂm”m n the clearance caste walls at

of the North ists Nerthe past 18 m onthsw e have bul ’

Club took

pylam ids n the grounds of the m useum ,
edway M ega]lﬁns e BOEER)

i/

dmoseofp m ).

YeUld 1 Wany A Il‘.
't havepretendedtob Rrothery,  *f
s have banished¥g ! g s adid whils 808 v i hodWg it o1 ‘
to w hether there 1wy 2 N Il‘k’ V‘” . Y w
St 1 archaeology by youlgsers.
For som e the hitil spark is generated by
television program m es such as Tin e Team ) : X =
and Meet the Ancestors. Othes are  tog} pyevent waaddn bES e kiffo  the tine to 8k to you? Unlke school
Tspired by work encountered through the  growkourown crop rjarigs, w hich shou}ffbe activitdes, our YAC children attend because
NatbngjgCurriculm . W hat is obvious  busifysprouting eviendt in many agffser-  they really want to be there, are nely
th at the hterest isgenuhne and  vatoride by now . Tfe dldren have framt terested and ask the sort o ons
PRy treated properly and respect- gbout fhe SMR afid that occasionally stum p our
ed, {&-Iong. near thdirhom e add

a specihl m
em Phtuse foram eet-

WDs your Iterest 1 a
was developed because som eong

YAC is organised under  gpout thihistory and restmtion §f fint- Kate Kersey
the ui e Council for Britsh  bck pistols an wtire Fannons Assistant LeaderN nsYAC
Archa asmuch baalmput  and have Yistened e.gruegfn e and
as possib e und 25 children L ;
attend m eetd een 9 and 16.
© M eetings are Saturday

m omings, rough]y ©
base’ is at M aidsto

d our
SEUM A il-
YAC before they ph our b

dren have to be mem bers

conform to the CBA’s regqulations br A
and to designated safety codes and havs
fully qualified First A dersw ithin the lead-
ership team .

Archaeology isa diverse tem and YAC
acknow ledges this by encom passing m any
activides. Although i is notalw ays possi-
ble to provide excavation experience (top of
the children’sw ish-list!), w e do try to pro-
vide practical hands-on’ activities.

W e have experienced the pys of field-
wakig and gloriousm ud at Thumham as
we have become friends wih the KCC

axchaeobgists mYOhed In the devebpm ent Copy deadIines for the next three isiesare: April isue - M anday M arch 4t, July isie- M anday June 3w,
of the new Whie Horse Wood COUNTY o sy 1 onday Septen ber2nd. Subm i of nclisinsby an adlwou bem uch appreciated Fpcesie.
Park. W e then washed our finds and dis- Theeditrw hesto draw atfentin to the fact thatneither shenar the Cauncil of the KAS areansv eble fr
cussed the lives of our Thumham ances- cpinimswhih antriutorsm ay egress in their signed artides; each author salme repmshole for the
tors, whose relics spanned at least 5000  antmtsand sibsanecftheirwark.
years; from a Neolithic polished axe to
modem plbughshares, the children were
faschated by them all. On Natbnal 55 Stone Street, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2QU
Archaeology Day In July we celebrated I Telephone: 01892 533661

costume i Medival manner at Email evelyn.palmer@virgin.net
Thumham ‘sm otte & baiky castle.




